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betweefi Tongas Island on the north and Sitklan and Kannagunut
Island on the south. In v'iew of this doubt, I think, haviing regard
to the language, that Vancouver may have lntend(.d to i -iclude
Tongas Passage in that name, and looking to the rel;.tiv size of
the tivo passages, 1 think that the negotiators may wveil have
thought »tat the Portland Channel, after passing north of Pearse
and WVaies Island, issued into the sea b,, the two passages above
described.

"For the purpose of identifying the channe], commoniy known
as Portland Channel, the maps wvhich were before the negotiators
may bc useful. This is one of the points upon whîch the evidence
of contemporary rnaps as 1-o general reputation is unidoubtcdV,.
admiss;bie. It is sufficiî,:v: to sav that flot one of the maps xvhich,
I have enumerated above in any way contradicts the precise and
detailed situation of Portland Channel and Observatory Jnlet
gri en bv \ancouver's narrative and the other documents to which
1 have referred. The Russian map of 1802 shevs the tivo charnels
distinctly- and the same rnay be'said of Faden's miaps on %%-Fich
so much reliance was placed on the part of the Uniited States. 1
do flot attach particular importanice to the wvay in which na mes on
the maps are %vritten or printed, and, therefore, 1 do not rcly upon
the fact that in the case of somne of ithcse contemporary inaps the
words 'Portland Channel ' are written so as to înc]udc Iliini thc
name the lower part of the channe] whiclh is in dispute. Prom
long experience I have founid that it ;- flot safe to rel% upon any
suchi pecularities. After the mor.t careful consideration of evciv

document in this case 1 have found nothing to alter or throw any
doubt: on the conclusion to %vhich I have arrived, and there aie
certain gc~rai considerations which strongly support it.

Russia and Great Britain were ncgotiating as to the point on
the coast to wvhich Russian dominion shoud be concedud. It is
unneccssary to refer to ail the carlier negotiations, but it is dis-
tinctly establishied that Rusçia urged that her dominion should
extenti to 55 degrees of latitude, and it w~as in furthecrance of this i.

object that Plortianu Channel, which issues into the sea at 54
degrees 45 minutes, mpas concedied and uitimately agreced to by
Great Britain. No claim \v'as ever made by Russia to any of tiche4
islands south Of 54 degrees 45 minutes, except Prince of WVales
Islandl, and this is the more Irnarked, because she did claim the t


