
NATIONS WITIIIN TUE EM PI RE

haps that is not to be desire!d. But
what is desirable and what is esn
tial is that there should be a free and
frank exchange of views.

I amn of course well aware that
there are exuinent membhers of this
A.ssociationý who look upon the con-
trol of Canada's constitution by the
Pariarnent of Great Britain and Ire-
land, and the control, of Canada's
courts by a comxnittee of Hi4 Majes-
ty's Privy Concil for Great Britaîn
and Ireland, as links of empire. And
s0 they were under the old dispensa-
tien - under the order o! superior
and inferior. But we have the higli
authority of the War Cabinet o!
Great Britain snd of Sir Robert Bor-
den and of Earl Grey and of many
others, including the Prince of Wales,
that "the Dominions are no longer
colonies, but sister nations of the
Britishi nation". In other words the
oiily true bonds are the bonds of
which Edmund Burkce spoke more
than a hundred yeara ago - bonds
"liglit as air thougli strong as iron»,
the bonds of sentiment-bonds that
grow stronger the lighter they are and
the less tlioy are feit. A common
kingship is its sufficient expression.
With alU deference I venture to sug-
geat that those who cling te the lesser
so-cailed links of empire have their
faces turned to the past.

Then there is that once large snd
still respectable school o! political
thouglit that looked, and stili per-
hsps looks,.for apartnership o! the
Britannic Dominions in an knperial
federation. I amn net proposing Wo
discuss now any o! the various plans
that have been put !orward from time
to tine for a eloser political union of
the spots xnarked red on the map of
the worlld. I content mysel! with
pointing eut that Canadian and Aus-
tralian and South African national

autonomy is the ant ithesis of îrmprrial
federation, and thatt imperial federa-
tion is meconsistent wlith the represen-
tation of Canada and Australia and
South Africa, in the Assemubly or the
League of Nations-as inconsistent
as it would, be for the state of Massa-
ehuss:-ets or Texas to claimi suehi reýpre-'
sentation. Canada lias elected dlefin-
itely in favour of meinbership iii the
League of Nations and by that course
she liu eleeted in favour of autonomy
anid against iinperial federation.

This election was not the resuit of
argument but of the development of
events. In the language of the War
Cabinet of Great Britain the question
was forced te the front by the common
effort and sacrifices of the war.

When a youth attains te manhood
he assumnes the rights and with them
takes on the responsibilities of mnan-
hood.. In assuxning the riglits of na-
tionhood Canada must aceept the re-
sponsibilities. In no other way cafl
she play her part in the great world
dram,. which is now nnfolding s0
rapidly and wlieh will continue to
unfold whether any individual nation
does its whole duty or not. Thus os"
only Canada assiet in the vast shemes
of world betterment whose focus at
the moment ia in England-thus only
can she b. a branch of the great tree
of international problty, comity and
fellowship whose leaves - justice,
freedom, riglit, truth andi open diplo-
macy-shall be for the healing of the
nations.

The Canadian Bar Association is
honoured in having as its guests at
this meeting representatives of the
best traditions o! the two great
branches o! the Anglo-Saxon race,
Great Britain, and the off-spring, of
her loins, the !amily of common-
wealths known as the United States
of America.


