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you -upon the mqu"mon only; taken
bc‘orc the coroner,. upon “the vigw

of the body, under circumitances ex-
tremely .x.]..Cl.ng to the minds of
thale who were to deliberate on the
traosiCtion, and witheur the op‘)or—
tunity, \\h.ch the benignity of the
~jaw affords me, at le momcm, of
mgc'lm'r the iuference of even swid-
ccen-refentment again{t the deceafed,
is the icu'ld_uon of this In—
queft of Manflaughter,

whizh

« The arigin of rhe difference, os
you fee it in the evidence wasinfig-|
nificant.. The hear of two pex'rons,
each defending an animal under his
.roteﬂxon, was natural, and could
1ot huave led to any fcno\s confe-
quences. * It was not the dccc'\{uxls
defending his own doq, cr his threat-
ening to deluoy mine, thut led ro:
the fatal catastrophe; It was the dc--{
fiance which mott unhappily uccom-
panied what was faid; words receive
their interpretation frowm the avowed |
intention of the fpeaker. ‘T'he-of-
fence was forced upon mic by the de-
claratiof that he -invitdd me two be
affended, and challenged me to vin-
dicaté:the oifence by calling upon!
himn for fadsfaétion. :

« If you are offended with what
has p..lgd vou know where to find
me.”  Thefe words, unfortunately
repeated and-reiterated, bave over)
and . over- again been confidered by
Criminal Courts of Juftice as fuffici-
ent to {upport an indiétment for a
challenge.  Thefe J'udgmuxts of
- Lourts are founded upon the univer-
Azl underftandings and feeiings of

raankind, and common candour muft
" adimit that an Officer, however, defi-
“rous. to avoid a quarrel cannot refufe.

to uiderfland what cven the grave
- Judges of the Law muit interpret as
- a-provocation and a defiance. I de-
.clare, therefore, molt fo’cmrly a-

the facal:

u-.

:he d‘-ceafcd noz.ung,_ indeed
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but infanity could have led me to
expole my own life to {uch imminent
perily under the impulfe of paflion
from fo inadequate a caufe as the evi-
dence Lifore you exhibits, when fe-
parated from the defiance which was
fuource of mischief, and 1
could well have overlocked that too,
if ahe world,, in its prefent flare,
could have overlooked it alfo. T went
into the field, therefore, with no de-
termination or-defire to take the life
of my opponent, or to expofe my
own, I went therein hopes of recei-
ving fome foothing fatisfaltion for
what would otherwife have expofed
me in the general feelings and opi-
nions of the world. The deceafed
was a man of popular manners, as
I have heard, and with a very ge-
neral acquaintance. I, on the other
: hand, was in a manner a {lranger in
this 4rrmt town, having been devot-
ed from my mflm,y ro the duties
of my profcﬂ.on in diftant feas. If
under thefe circumftances, the words
which the deceafed intended to be
offcufive, and which he repeatedly
invited to be refented, had been pas-
fed from month to month, have been
ever c‘(.lggcr.ltcd at every repetition,
and my honor muit have been loft.

¢ Gentlemen, I am a Cuptain in
the Britifh Navy. My charaéter you
can only hear from others; but to
maintain my character in that fiation,
I muft be refpedted. - When called
upon rto lead others into honourable
danger, I- muft not be fuppofed to
be a man who- had fought fafery
by fubmitting to what- cuflom has
taught others to confider as 'a dis-
grace. I am not prefuming 16 urge
any thing ag'nn{‘t the laws of God,
or of this fand.. I know that in tht.-
eye of . religion and reafon, obedience’
to the law, though againft the gene-
feelings of the world, is the firft duw

ty, and ought ‘to be the rule of ac-

tion. " Put, in putting a conftruction



