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Having now quitted our last touching point, all our

attontiou was directod to prf'})aring I'or our winter

sojourn. W'urni clolliing was distributtjd ; cloaks

and socks oj" the fur-seal skin nnade nj), and ice gear

titled and inspected, in anticipation of boat expe-

ditions crews were appointed, and their several

supplies apportioned, strong hopes beuig entertained

of doing sonietlung before being frozen in.

iconic, line meteors were seen early in September,

and l)la( k giul aiul whale birds observ ed n\ eonsulerable

numbt^rs : a |)lover flew on board, a goodly omen, and

dolphins gathered round the vessel. On the Uth we

saw stormy j)etrels and svn swallows , and the former,

true to their poj)ular reputation, proved hai'biugers

of a heavy gali' T\u weather moderathig, the

nautilus was seen outspreading liis tiny sail.

Towards tjic end of the mouth the preisence of

numerous birds, as well as (puuitities ol sea weed,

indicated the proxhuity of laiul ; on the 27th, at no

great distance from Madeuoior CoppcT Island,—with

the exception of Hehring's Island, the westernmost of

the group,-- v\e passed b(3tween the Aleutian or Fox

Islands, and the main-land of Kamtchatka.

As tliese islands were among the tirst-fruits of the

<liscovery from tlje west of the western coast of the

North Ameri('an continent, it may not be inappropriate


