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month to one peMoii ovar ten years, one huahol for two children r.nder

ten yenra. Those who have Ht'»ck of their own by no means to he sup-

plied. To keep !i hook of the supplies, taking receipts from the head of

family, to wliom suppl} i-' given, of (|uaniity, which is to bo delivered

to the Secretary of the Province that it may be accounted for.

To consult with the cnnimittee of both towns that you m»y be tho

better infornnMl of those truly necessitous, as a (juantity of seet'i wheat
and Iwirley will he shi|)pe(l for the use of the towns. To deliver it to

tho). • .inly who have lundo fit fur iti reccpt-lon.

2S April, 1762, J. Bei.cheu."

The order for the corn, given to Mr. Uphani, was on Isaac Doschamps.

It reads as follows :

—

"By the Hon. Jon. Belcher, Esq., Lieut.-Governor, &c., »^c.:

You are directed to deliver to Richard Upham, Esq., 1000 bushels

of corn to be distrib\ited among tho indigent settlers of Onslow and
Truro according to the instructions delivered him for that purpose,

taking his receipt for the same, or the quantity that may be delivered

him at different times till he shall receive the who!e."

29 Apiil, 1762. J. Belcher.

To Isaac Deschamps, Esq.

That this timely aid to the Cobequid settlers was urgently required,

and did no more than keep them alive, without materially improving

their condition, may be inferred from an extract from Governor Montagu

Wilmot's report of 27th October, 1763, to the Lords of Trade on the

state and condition of Nova Scotia :

—

** Within the Basin of Minas, on that branch of it called Cobequid

Basin, are the two townships of Truro and Onslow. Onslow has about

fifty fan)ilies. These are the most indigent, as well as the most indolent

people in the colony. Several families suffered very severely last winter,

and some were famished. If they are not relieved this winter there

will be great danger (»f their starving or quitting the colony. They have

but a small proportion of stock to the other inhabitants of the province.

Very few people of any substance among them. Five hundred bushels

of corn will be scarce sufficient to keep them from starving. If one

hundred bushels of wheat for seed were sent them early in the spring,

it wouhl in a great measure alter their circumstances,"

By this report Onslow was stated to have fifty-two families ; one

thousand four hundred acres of dyked marsh land ; one hundred cleared

upland ; 98,500 woodland, or a total area of 100.000 acres.

A later report (a) from the first Governor to visit the townships,

gives a more hopeful account of the settlers. Lieutenant-Governor

(at Murdoch's History, Vol. II., page 581.


