
Ivi APPENDIX.

much compressed, but the upper viscera are probably entire. The

armtj are bent up, not crossed ; so that the hands turned inwards

touch the shoulders. The stature is about five and a half feet.

Much of the exterior envelope was decayed, and the inner one ap-

pcared to be preserved only where it had been in contact with the

brass.

The following sketch will give our readc' an idea of the posture

of the figure and the position of the armo' . When the remains

wfre discovered, the arms were brought rutlinr closer to the body

than in the engraving. The jmtovvs were near the right knee.
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The preservation of this body may be the result of some embalm-

mg process ; and this hypothesis is strengthened by the fact, that

the skin has the appearance of having been tanned ; or it may be

the accidental result of the action of the salts of the brass during

oxydation ; and this latter hypothesis is supported by the fact, tha-t

the skin and flesh have been preserved only where they have been in

contact with, or quite near, the brass ; or we may account for the

preservation of the whole by supposing the presence of saltpetre in

the soil at the time of the deposit. In either way, the preservation

of the remains is fu!ly accounted for, and upon known chemical

principles.

That the body was not one of the Indians, we think needs no ar-

gument. We have seen some of the drawings taken from the sculp.

tures found at Palanqu6, and in those the figures arc represented

with breast -plates, although smaller than the plate found at Fall
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