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would rush forwartl, smoll to the hiankots, paw the earth, snort,

whinny and prance round with head and tail erect, until thu

hliinlicfs were opened, and the welcome provender spread

before them. These evidences of intelligence and jjladness

were freipiently recounted by the trappers as proviug the

8a<jjaeity of the animal.

Tiicse veteran rovers of the mountains look ujwn their horses

fls in some respects gifted with almost human intellect. An
old nnd experienced trapper, when mounting guard about tijo

camp in dark nights and times of peril, gives heedful attention

to all the sounds and signs of the horses. No enemy enters

nor approaches the camp without attracting their notice, and
their movements not only give a vague alarm, but it is said, will

even indicate to the knowing trapper the very quarter whence
danger threatens.

In the daytime, too, while a hunter is engaged on the

prairie, cutting up the deer or buffalo he has slain, he depends
upon his faithful horse as a sentinel. The sagacious animal
sees and smells all round iiim, and by his starting and whinny-
ing, gives notice of the apj)roach of strangers. There seems to

be a dumb communion and fellowship, a sort of fraternal sym-
pathy l)etween the hunter and his horse. They mutually rely

upon each other for company and protection ; and nothing is

more dilllcult, it is said, than to surprise an experienced hun-
ter on the prairie, while his old and favorite steed is at his side.

Monteru had not long removed his camp from the vicinity Oi

the Cf'ows, and fixed himself in his new quarters, when the

Blackfeet marauders discovered his cantonment, and began to

haunt the vicinity. He kept up a vigilant watch, however,
and foiled every attempt of the enemy, who, at length, seemed
to have given up in despair, and abandoned the neighl)orhood.

The trappers relaxed their vigilance, therefore, and one night,

after a day of severe labor, no guards were posted, and the

whole camp was soon asleep. Toward midnight, however, the

lightest sleepers were roused by the trampling of hoofs ; and,
giving the alarm, the whole party were immediately on their

legs and hastened to the pens. The bars were down ; but no
enemy was to be seen or heard, and the horses being all found
hard by, it was supposed the bars had been left down through
negligence. All were once more asleep, when, in about an
hour there was a second alarm, and it was discovered that

several horses were missing. The rest were mounted, and so
s|)irited a pursuit took place, that eighteen of the number
carried oS were regained, and but three remained m poasessiun


