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or ininiiiteiing the lacramont, that we know it wai ficqueiitly |ire«oh«(i by uoine

of our moit eminent Reformere at St. Paiirs Cron, and it can hardly be auppo*

led that the eurplice was worn on such occnaione.-^The true atnte uf the caae

t take to be that you are directed to use the surplice only when reading Divine

ierTice or adminittoring the acramenia. You then appear in your proper cha-

racter of priest or deacon, appointed to minister iu holy things, but when you
rreach you assuniu the character of a teacher, and as such your proper habit

(if indeed proper or improper be fit words for a matter so utterly insignifionnt)

is vour academical gown, with a hood denoting your degree at ihe university.

^I have thus attempted to prove that it is a mistaken notion to tiip|:oiM: iliat

the surplice is the proper dress fbr you to w«ar in the pulpit. It'l have not

convinced you I think that ^ou must all admit that, under ihe circumbtances

which I have stated to you, it is at best a doubtful question ; and in any duubt-

Ail question I feel sure that you would obuy the apoatle's direction, which otisht

to have much nior*i authority with you than anything which 1 can cay, aod ' fol-

low after the things which make for peace.' "

" Another change which has of late years been attempted in our Church ser-

vice is the reading of the prayer fur the Church militant, which, if oritfinally in-

tehded to form part of the Church servicf, had been almost universally dincoii*

tinned in our parochial churches, and even in many of our Cathedrals. Upon
this point the rubrics are certainly inconsiateet. In that which imroediaiely

precedes that prayer the following words occur:—" And when then u a cotnmu'

nion, the priest shall placn upon the table so much bread and wine un he uhali

think sufficient. After which done, the priest shall say—'Let us pi ay fur the

whole state of Christ's Church militant on t>arth." ' Did this rubric stand alonn

there could he no doubt that the prayer for the Church militant was to be read

Ofdy when the sacrament was about to be administered, but another rubric oc-

curs inconsistent with the above at the conclusion of the communion service,

when we read "That upon Sundays and holidays, if there be no communion,
shall be said all that is appointed at the communion until the end of the general

prayer for the whole state of Christ's Church militant here on earth." It is dif-

ficult to account for these two contrary rubrics, which appear to have l)een in-

serted at the same time, that is, at the second revision of the Prayer Hook, in

the reign of BMward VI. ; but, as they do exist, it is not extraordinary that their

clergy should have felt themselves at liberty to observe which they pleased, and
partly on account of the length of the service, so distressing to those who are in

advanced years, and partly on account of the awkwardness of being nbligetl

again to exchange the gown for the surplice, this prayer became gradually dis-

continued.
" The only other point to which I think it necessary to call your especial at-

tention on the present occasion is. the use of the offertory and the colleeting of
the alms from the congregation on every Lord's day. There is no doubt that

originally this collection was intended as a substitute for the alms which used to

be given at the doors of convents, and as it is still continued in Scotland and
the Isle of Man, where no poor rates '^xist, we may reasonably coaclude that it

would never have been discontinued in this country if the poor had not been
otherwise provided for by a rate levied on all the parishioners. The custom then

became almost universal that it. shoult) only be used at the administration of
the Lord's Supper. Attempts, however, have of late years been made by some
of the Clergy to renew the practice of reading the offeiiory, and making col-

lections every Sunday for the purpose of procuring contributions towards th»
support of our Church societies; and where this can be done without oflenee

to the congregation it is impossible to object to a practice which, while it en-
eourages the charitable feelings of the congregation, might if extensively adopted
materially aid those most valuable institutions. The consent, however, of the

congregation is a material element in the propriety of adopting such a practice

;

for we have no right to force upon a congregation without their consent what is

not strictly legal ; and I have always been intimately convinced that no collec-

tions can be legally made in a Church during the reading of the ofiertory, ez^
cept for the benefit of the- poor residing in the parish, and where the Church
is situated, or under the authority of a Queen's letter. The phrase of the poor

man's box which occurs in the rubrics can have referenco only to that box which


