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setting at defiance the autliority of their elders.

These petty annoyances, far from abating, continued

for many successive days, and kept the garrison in a

state of restless alarm. It was dangerous to venture

outside the walls, and a few who attempted it were

shot and scalped by lurking Indians. "They have

the impudence," writes an ofBcer, "to fire all night

at our sentinels
;

" nor were these attacks confined to

the night, for even during the day no man willingly

exposed his head above the rampart. The surround-

ing woods were known to be full of prowling Indians,

whose number seemed daily increasing, though as

yet they had made no attempt at a general attack.

At length, on the afternoon of the twenty-second of

June, a party of them appeared at the farthest

extremity of the cleared lands behind the fort, driv-

ing off the horses which were grazing there, and kill-

ing the cattle. No sooner was this accomplished

than a general fire was opened upon the fort from

every side at once, though at so great a distance

that only two men were killed. The garrison replied

by a discharge of howitzers, the shells of which,

bursting in the midst of the Indians, greatly amazed

and disconcerted them. As it grew dark, their fire

slackened, though, throughout the night, the flash

of guns was seen at frequent intervals, followed by

the whooping of the invisible assailants.

At nine o'clock on the following morning, several

Indians approached the fort with the utmost confi-

dence, and took their stand at the outer edge of the
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