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that was spent, he parted with some of the clothes from his

back, until, reduced almost to nakedness, he was four-and-

twenty hours without food, insomuch that he declared a

handful of gray peas, given to him by a girl at a wake, was
one of the most delicious repasts he had ever tasted. Hun-
ger, fatigue, and destitution brought down his spirit and
calmed his anger. Fain would he have retraced his steps,

could he have done so with any salvo for the lingerings of

his pride. In his extremity he conveyed to his brother Henry
information of his distress, and of the rash project on which
he had set out. His affectionate brother hastened to his re-

lief; furnished him with money and clothes; soothed his feel-

ings with gentle counsel
;

prevailed upon him to return to

college, and effected an indifferent reconciliation between

him and Wilder.

After this irregular sally upon life he remained nearly

two years longer at the University, giving proofs of talent

in occasional translations from the classics, for one of which

he received a premium, awarded only to those who are the

first in literary merit. Still he never made much figure at

college, his natural disinclination to study being increased

by the harsh treatment he continued to experience from his

tutor.

Among the anecdotes told of him while at college is one

indicative of that prompt but thoughtless and often whim-
sical benevolence which throughout life formed one of the

most eccentric yet endearing points of his character. He
was engaged to breakfast one day with a college intimate,

but failed to make his appearance. His friend repaired to

his room, knocked at the door, and was bidden to enter. To
his surprise, he found Goldsmith in his bed, immersed to his

chin in feathers. A serio-comic story explained the circum-

stance. In the course of the preceding evening's stroll he

had met with a woman with five children, who implored his

charity. Her husband was in the hospital; she was just

from the country, a stranger, and destitute, without food or

shelter for her helpless offspring. This was too much for


