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CHAPTER IL

COLONIZATION,

JOR many years European adventurers continued to §

resort to the American coast.in the hope of finding

the way to immediate wealth. Some feeble at-

tempts had been made to colonize. Here and there
a few families had been planted, but hunger or the Indians
always extinguished those infant settlements. The great idea
of colonizing America was slow to take possession of European
minds, The Spaniard sought for Indians to plunder. The
Englishman believed in gold-mines and the north-west passage
to India. It was not till America had been known for a hun-
dred years that men began to think of finding a home beyond
the Atlantic.

The courage and endurance of the early voyagers excite our
wonder. - Faw of them sailed in ships so large as a hundred
tons burden. The merchaht ships of that time were very
small. The royal navies.of Europe contained large vessels, but
commerce was too poor to employ any but the smallest. The
commerce of imperial Rome employed ships which even now
would be deemed large. St. Paul was wrecked in a ship of
over five hundred tons burden. Josephus sailed in a ship of
nearly one thousand tons. Europe contented herself, as yet,
with vessels of a very different class. A ship of forty or fifty
tons was deemed sufficient by the daring adventurers who
sought to reach the Land of Promise beyond the great sea
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