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ImprosNod with tiiese considerations, and the fact that ai)pli<'ations

are now entertained by (!ony:resH for the j;rant ol' hirjje national aid to

open new commereial elnunu'ls and im|)rove old ones from the west to

the seaboard, it is respeetfully submitted, us a measure of sound politieal

economy, rejL^ardinp: the national wealth and the revenue to be <lerived

from it, that such aid as may be necessary for tlie Judicious iiu]>roveinent

of the Krie (tanal to its maximum eapaeity for trarjspdrtntion, so as to

enabh^ it to carry ex])editi(msly and at tlu* lowest practi<'abhM*ost such
freij,dit as nuiy be broujjht to it, shall be ^'ranted by th(^ general govern
ment of tlu* IJnited States, provide<l the Stat<»of New Y^ork shall, at the
same time, plcdjje its faith by a simph' hnv, embodyinjj: in sulistani'e tin-

traditionary ])olicy <»xpressed by dlinton, Morris, and Fulton, that 'MU'V

the cost of theeanal has been ])aid no tax, toll, or im])()st sliall b<> levied

npon the pjissajjfc of boats throuy:h the said eanal other than shall bo
needful to i)ay tlu^ annual expense of superiuteiidin;,^ and keepiu); it in

repair; thus romph'tiujur a free national (•hannel of inland navi;ration

extending 1,000 miles to tlu^ centre of the continent, and luactieally <!ar

rj'ingout the most important teatun'ol' the ( 'onstitution, l)y establishing

free tra<le and tm? commerc(^ bctwcjui the State's.

In the presence of these historical reminiscences and commercial and
financial considerations, it may now be well asked if the time has not

arrived wlien the peneral j^overnment should not adopt the policy advo
cated by Madison, Gallatin, (Hinton, Morris, and Fulton, by extendinj^

its stronff arm and takinjj "the vexed (piestion" of the imiuovement of
this ifreat national channel-way of internal <M)mnierc(^ to its maximum
capacity from the arena of narrow, contlictinj,' political and local inter

ests, and relieve the friends of a comprehensive and j>ro;;ressive policy

in rej^ard to it from those long and tryinjjf struj^gh's and delays whicli

have always i)receded important improvements. Oan national aid bo
extended to any o1)ject throus:h whi(^h tlu^ national ju-osperity and rev-

enue could be so lar^^t^ly increased 1 Should this i)olicy be adopted, t\w

trade and comment' of the border nation would in the future, as in th(^

past, contribuUi to our public welfare, yieldin*^ to the suprema(!y of our
natiomil advantages, and the dominion of Canada would desist from any
further unprotitable rivalry.

Had the Canadians been willing to a<'c<»j)t the liberal privileges

extended to them in the fraternal spirit they were granted, yielding to

the destiny unalterably tixed by geogra})hy, climate, and the b«)unda

ries established under the Ashburton treaty, and not vainly attempted
to exercise a commercial domini(m (worthy of imi)erial anibition) over
our western trade, and its transit lines to the Atlantic, they would
to-day have been enjoying commercial free(h)m, and free access to our

markets for the sale of their products, and would have been permitted

to retain the advantages which the reci])ro(!ity treaty gave them by
placing them on a commercial ecpiality with the States of this Union,

without being subject to any of its burdcjis.

Neither the trade nor the public works of any other count ly shouhl

be looked upim in an unfriendly s])irit. It is ignoble to hold other

nations back, or obstruct the chariot wheels of ])rogress in any i)art of

the world. We should rather seek })re-eminence by developing those

national advantages in our own country which, while they promote our
own prosperity, will also benefit others. The expressions of Mr. Burlin-

game when at the head of the Chinese embassy (he said, " We come
here to seek the iinitication of the human family, and we trust that all

will meet us in like spirit in this republic") * embody the policy we should

* Mr. Burlingame's reply to Mr. Hatch's address to the Chinese Embassy, at Niagara Falls.


