
Historical Sketch op Ft. Mekks. 87

of the coraraunity have prevented the sacred soil fro:n being

disturbed.

The fort proper covers a space of about fourteen acres. As

one stands upon the ground, the most prominent feature is the

grand traverse, extending nearly p;irallel with the river, from the

northeast extremity of tlie fort, a distance of 1,100 feet, to the

main entrenchments at the opposite point. It was originally

built 20 feet wide and 12 feet high ; it has since settled about 3

feet, but otherwise still retains its original shape and proportions,

and is covered with green sod. This nuge embankment was built

as a place of retreat, in the event of any of the outer works being

taken by storm, and shorter traverses were also erected at right

angles with it from the brow of tiie hill and the opposite side,

extending southward, as a protection from a flank movement of

the enemy. Five openings are to be seen in the grand traverse

(four of tliem about twelve feet in width), which were originally

covered with massive timber gates, through which the troops and

the artillery passed ; the one nearest the northeast end was larger

than the others, having double gates opening directly onto the

military road leading from the fort to Lower Sandusky (now

Fremont)^

Outside of the grand traverse toward the river bank, about

five rods distant from this double gateway, the well which sup-

plied the garrison with water was located. It has long since been

almost entirely filled up, still, however, leaving a deep depression.

The spot is marked by a white oak post extending about eight

feet out of the ground. This is the end of a stick of timber sixty

feet long, brought from Swanton two weeks prior to the great

celebraticm of 1840, as a contribution from the patriotic citizens

of that community toward the erection of a log cabin on the fort

in honor of the hero of the hour, Gen. Harrison, who was then

the Whig candidate for President. During the night after its

arrival, some mischievous young men of Democratic prochvities

in the neighborhood upended the stick and dropped it to the bot-

tom of the well, defiantly planting a hickory bush in the top of

it; there the timber has since remained.

At the east angle of the fort (fronting the large ravine

where the British three-gun battery was planted), and extending

along the north line of the fort, bordering the brow of the hill


