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[Translation]

Madam Speaker: 1 declane the motion carried.

Motion agreed ta, bill read the second time and referred ta
the Standing Committee an Energy Legislatian.

a (1810)

[En glish]
MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL CONSUMPTON

STANDARDS ACT

MEASURE TO AMEND

Hon. Marc Lalonde (Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources) moved that Bill C-107 respecting moton vebicle
fuel cansumptian standards be read the second time and
referred ta tbe Standing Committee an Energy Legislation.

He said: Mr. Speaker witb the legislation before tbe House
at the present time the govennment is acting an a longstanding
commitment ta Canadians ta addness the pnoblem of beavy
cansumptian of fuel by matar vehîcles. Tbis legislatian, the
Motar Vehicle Fuel Consumption Standards Act, was first
promised in 1976. Since then, as hon. members know, the
govennment bas provided a voluntany program wbile work an
drafting and nefining tbe legislation was carried on by the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources and the Depant-

Fuel Consumption Standards

ment of Transport. During that time we have had an Ameni-
can model ta consider but not ta follow slavishly.

The National Energy Program recognized that transporta-
tion uses more ail than any other sector and that conservation
efforts would be crucial ta moderating that demand. By world
standards we waste fuel in this country, so we need an effective
program of managing consumption. That is what is stated in
the following section of the National Energy Program:

In Canada, standards have been voluntary. However. tl has become increas-
ingly clear that the automobiles constructed to suit United States legislative
standards do flot necessarily reflect the realities of vehicle operation in the colder
Canadian climate. nor do they take cognizance of the relation bctween Canadian
fuel types. feedstocks and motor vehicle fuel reqoirements. As part of a general
conservation and liquid fuels policy, Canada will develop its own standards.

Tbis legislation cornes to grips with a persistent headache
amongst canservationists. We are ail familiar witb North
America's love affair with the automobile and how extensive
that torrid relationship bas became. In Canada the use of
automobiles is more than just whim or fancy. Our cauntry's
population is flung across an awesome latitude, and transpor-
tation is vital ta aur way of life.

Much bas already been accomplished. One would have ta, be
blind not ta see the changes that have taken place in car size
and horsepower in recent years. The problem is not s0 easily
solved, however. People bave ta be shown the substitute fuels
that exist and they have ta be encouraged ta ease up on the
accelerator and ta make trips caunt when they pull out of the
laneway. Tbey also need information that will enable them ta
choose vehicles that best suit their needs and resources.

Tbis legislation will make that information available and
give the government the ability ta make sure the choices are as
attractive as passible.

To illustrate the progress that bas been acbieved, let me give
you a few statistics, Mr. Speaker. In 1978 we estimate tbat
new passenger cars in Canada bad an average fuel consump-
tion of 11.5 litres per 100 kilometres. Last year that bad
dropped ta 9.5 litres per 100 kilametres, and this year we
expect it to be down to 8.5 litres. Sucb progress is encauraging
but it is far from enougb. We have ta do mucb more ta reduce
motar vebicle consumptian tban we bave been able ta accam-
plish with this valuntary program so far. Wby? Because last
year Canadian cansumptian of moton gasoline amounted ta a
staggering 225 million barnels.

*(1820)

1 bardly need ta remind anyone in this chamber of how
important this bill is ta aur energy pragram. Throughout the
NEP the effort ta enhance bath supply and conservation is
evident. Here we are adopting yet anothen method ta eut into
ail imports and preserve for as long as we can the petroleum
nesounces available ta us. The transportation sector represents
a staggening cansumptian of fuel. Thene were approximately
seven million private cars on the road in Canada in 1980. They
burned somewhere between 18 and 19 billion litres of gasoline
travelling an estimated 112 billion kilometres. These statistics
do not include trucks or cars in commercial use.
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