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court," and he preseuted a very powerful
petition to that effect to the government of
the day. Sir John Thompson considered the
matter and wrote a letter to his prime
minister in whjch he pointed out that in bis
opinion a government should nlot shirk its
responsibiiity, but face it. Then it was that
Sir John A. Macdonald wrote this letter to
Sir John Thompson-hear in mind that this
was only tweuty-two years after confedera-
tien. The Supreme Court Act had been
piaced týhere at the instance of Mr. Edward
Blake. This is in part the letter:

July 24, 1889.

I have made a note on the margin on the
10th page, merely for the purpose of caliug
Pour attention to the grave (langer of the prac-

:îce of summary application for advice to the
Supreme court beieg resorted to. Lt wouid
juickiy grow, aid a dominion ministry, care-
'ess or ignorant of constitutionai principles,
,miglit on every question of public interest, for
popuiarity or soe sinister purpose, freeiy use
the power of reference. A Mercier govern-
ment would leave every question to the Supremie
court, if it thouglit the courts beiow were
adlverse to its wishes. And it wouid be an
in(lucament to pack tlîe Supreine court with
its partisans, imitating iii that respect the
government of the United States.

The courts below wou]d gradually be ousted
of their jurisdiction, and a new star chamber
formed. I don't tlîink this at ail an imaginary
danger. Lastly, I (boubt the pelicy of aiiuding,
as is done on the 16th page, to what is stated
in some quarters, althouglh not iii the petition,
but 1 don't feel at aIl sure that I am righit
in my doubts.

Thiat is the latter of one who was regarded
as a fathar of confedleration. He pointad out,
very propariy I think, the bad practice which
comas from shirking and evadiag and escap-
in, rasponsibility hy referring a matter to
the suprcme court, whose opinion, mark you,
is advisory only; more, it is nlot that of a
court as snch but of the judges persona de-
signata for the purposa of giving that opinion;
that is ail. Undar those circum.stancas you
have unrest, distrust, suspicion. I say to the
Ministar of Justice (Mr. Lapointa) that whiie
I agraa with him wholiy in bis disaliowanca
of tha statuta danying rights to the courts
in the province of Aiherta. I vam e nturad
to ha impudent cnough to suggest to him
tint. having disaiiowad that statuta, he
shouid leave the banks to fight out thair ques-
tions with the courts.. 1 recali tbat whan 1 was
at the bar 1 was dafanding, an action brought
by the prov inca of Alberta against the Royal
bank in connactien with the Alberta and
Great Watcrways Railway in which a deposit
of soe six million odd was changad from
bcing- a tima cieposit te the cradit of the
provinca's genaral account. The action suc-
caadad in the courts of Alberta: then it was
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that the bank in question appiied to Sir
Robert Borden for disaiiowance. Sir Robert
Borden fixad a time at which argument was
heard. I did not appear, so I can speak about
it frankiy. Thay made a iengthy argument;
the matter wvas con.sidered hy the committee
of the privy council, and flnally advice was
givan that the mattar, then heiug in the
courts, shouid be ieft in the courts and the
power of disallowauce should not he exer-
cisad. That gava the bank the chance to,
fight the case to the privy councii, whara,
as is k-nown, they succaeded. But the point
I desira to make clear is that if we get into
the habit of ascaping the responsibility that
halongs to the executive-and I am no-t say-
ing that in an offensive sense-tha vary
conditions to which Sir John A. Macdonald
ailudad wiil inavitahly foilow. If on the other
hand wa exarcise the power promptly. and say
-as I tell the Prime Minister and the Minister
of Justice quita frankly I think we should say-
to ail the world that any provincial lagisla-
tion which deuies the right of any citizen to
go to the courts will he disailowad hy the
government as; a matter of policy, I ha-
liave it wouid serve a useful purpose, and
wouid avoid the criticism haing tîrgad that in
one case you did ona thing antI in another casa,
anothar.

As a distiuguishad .iournaiist said the other
day, thara ara two things wa must deal with
in this country. Ona is, to use the language
se pravalant in these days and se, apt, we
must conquar povarty. I am wali aware nf
the words of Hoiy Writ, "The poor always
ya hava with you." That is true. But we
can lessen peverty. The other day I had a
latter fromn Taber, and I confess that I found
it difficuit to continue work. iltre wvas a
faniiy whos.e chiidren wvere without ciothas.
and, covered with rude ceverings, whe kept
w:îrmth in their bodies hy staying- in hed;
the father was without work and could
net get it; ho had beau a miner wheu they
were carrying ou operations thora. I could
cita countless cases nf this kind. 1 could
mention similar cases in other parts of Alberta
that came within mny own immediate kunowl-
edge in the weeks I spent thora during the
last few months. Canuot we as a people do
something- te remady such conditions? I
think wo can. The work may ha slow, it may
1)0 difficult. Taka, for instance, the proposais
madie hy Mr. Purvis. He suggested a large
scale operation which he thought xvouid briug
about an improvameut in conditions, and the
conditions that ha says should ha improved
aie those uncier which initiative is heing des-
troyed by lack of employment and hy psy-
ment cf relief. Seme steps have beau taken
for the purpose of iessening the numbers on
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