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amrn ot certain that the act itself would allow
sufficient latitude, althou-gh I arn inclined to
think it would. If it does flot, having regard
to the fact that the present situation is flot in
consonance with the desire of the hanse, the
poiicy of the departrnent, or the statute itself,
the desire being ta put the pensioners on a
parity with those on civilian relief, I would
suggest that, if it is necessary, a slight amend-
ment be made to the act to enable that to be
donc. If the necessary power is already con-
tained in the act I suggest that the regulations
be extended ta make this possible, because I
can assure the rninister from a number cf
cases with which I arn reasonably familiar
that because cf this possible lack of specifie
provision in the statute there is a distinct
hardship in a certain number of cases. More-
over it dees create what we are anxious ta
avaid, that feeling amongst the returned men
that they are net being dealt with on a parity
with the civilian population; that instead cf
discrimination, if aay, being in their faveur
as most of tbem think it should be, and as 1
believe it should be in that respect, it is
against tbem. 0f course I arn perfectly aware
that this has been carried on under this and
other governments, that it bas been the prac-
tice for many years, but at the same time it is
net a practice of which I apprave. The cost
would be insignificant in relation to the good,
botb actuai and physiological, that would be
done hy taking that wider and more generous
view cf the statute, and it would be wortb
while both as a matter of physical aid and in
respect cf the contentment of mind that would
follow on the part of týhose se treated.

Mr. SUTHERLAND: That undoubtediy is
the view cf a great many, but the paint is
this: If these people are discriminated
against it is not the dominion that is doing
it; it is the municipaiity. These people
did net lose ail rights as citizens cf the
municipaiity because thcy went ta the war.
There is aise this about it. In the tw:)
municipalities wbich. my bon. friend men-
tianed,,Calgary and Edmonton, I amn informed
that we are getting very few camplaints.
There were some in Calgary at one time,
but now I understand the matter is being
looked after there. There neyer bas been
any compiaint from Edmonton se far as I
bave heard.

Mr. SIPEAKMAN: I arn very glad tbere
is net, because it is flot so very long since
that a complaint was re'gistered with me.
They were net complaining as te the admin-
istration of the act. The officiais were per-
fectly sympathetie. It was the policy that
was compiained cf.

May I just suggest this te the minister?
He is perfectly right in saying that these
pensieners by reasen of their being returned
men bave not lest their civiiian rigbts. They
stili bave all the rights cf civilian citizens of
the rnunicipality, and the municipality rnight
very well provide such medicai care as i
required. But the dominion gavernment has
taken aver the responsibiiity net eniy se far
as the men thernselves are concerned, but in
respect of rentais and fuel and food fer their
families. They have taken ever the entire
responsîbility for the men and tbeir families.
I think tbey bave taken the ground, and
it is sound ground, that were it net for the
condition cf the men it is possible that they
would be able ta look after thernselves and
their families. That permeates our entire
federal legislation witb respect te the returned
men-our pension law, cur veterans' allew-
ance legisiation and most of our acts in
relation te the returned men. The respensi-
bility for the dependents cf the returned men
is included in the responsibility for the
returned men themselves. That is in aur
pension act, wbere the state assumes the
responsibiiity cf paying net only a pension
but an additional allowance for the wif e and
each cf the children cf the pensioner.
Responsibility fer the farniiy is assumed as
part cf the state's responsibility for the man
himseif, and I suggest that it is net eut cf
the way ta carry tbat assumptien cf respon-
3ibility one step furtber in dealing with wbat
is one of the most difficuit features of the
whole situation. As the minister very well
knows, the difficulty arises partly fram the
fact that the pensionabie disahility bears
but iittle relation te the entire disability.
The pensionable disability frequently means
the wboie difference between employabiiity
and unemplayability. That a man bas a low
rate cf pension dees net mean that he is
suffering from that same degree cf disabiiity
in the empîcyment market. Having regard
te ahl the precedents we have seýt in our
federai laws in dealiag witb returned men
and the interpretatien wbich. bas been piaced
upon that responsibiiity, the minister would
do well te consider this matter further.

Mr. MULOCK: A few moments ago I
understood the mînister te say that these
vouchers were given eut by relief efficers.
I assume be means relief efficers representing
bis department and net the municipaiity.

Mr. SUTHERLAND: Ys

Item agreed te.


