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said, because when the matter was under
consideration prev'iously hion. metubers on this
side discusscd it fully, and the reasons then
given stili obtain.

The tenuire of office for which provision
is made in this bill is very long, as cornpared
with that of similar bodies in other countries.
1 wish to bring to the attention of bion. mem-
bers off the committee what I brought to the
attention off the bouse, namely, that in 1912
Sir Thomas White jntroduced a bill to create
a tariff commission, in connection with which
the tenure of office was set at five years. To
that bill the Senate proposed an amendment,
which was aceepted by Sir Thomas White,
te the effeet thak members off the board
should hold office during pleasure. Section 4
off tbe present bill, which states the powers off
the board. provides that the board shall net
"under the direction off the minister" and
shall "report to tbe minigter." 1 subrnit that
a board which bas not tbe confidence of tbe
administration off tbe day i-s fot in a position
to do effective work wbcn it is under tbe
direction off tbe Minister off Finance and
must report to tba~t minister. The leader of
the opposition touched the point as to
wbetber or not it would be possible to get
competent mnen to acoept positions on tbe
board for a sborter tenure off office, and 1
subroit the reasons bie gave for coming to tbe
conclusion that it would bc possible to get
competent men to serve on the board, even
with a shorter tenure off office, were con-
vincing. 1 must oppose, for tbe rossons I
gave in tbe bouse, tbe section of tbe bill
wbich places tenure off office at ten years.

Mr. HANBURY: Following the remarks off
the hion. member for llantz-Kings (Mr.
Ilsley) I purpose to move an amendment to
the clause in the bill dealing with tbe tenure
off office off tbe members off tbe board. In
tbe first place 1 am n ot altogetber pleased
witb a commission off this nature. To me it
savours off tbe development off bureaucracy,
something ffrom wbich we sbould get ffartber
away ratber than encourage. I do not ap-
prove the practice off banding aIl our functions
over to commissions and committees; I tbink
tbe government sbould take more responsi-
bllity. If the goverrnent wisbes to appoint
a committeo off civil servants to find ffaots on
whicb policies may be based, that is some-
tbinýg for the government to decide. To
sbelve its res9ponsîbilities and put its bead
bebind a commission, bowever, is sometbing
with which I cannot agree. It is evidence off
a lack off courage and a desire to pass tbe
buck. It bas been intimatied, and I tbink
quite ffairly, that if the Prime Minister and
the goveroment insist upon fixing tbe life cdf
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tbis commission at ten years with provision
for pension for tbe balance off tbeir years,
tbey will not be continued in office wben the
present governimemt is deffeated, as it must be
in time. With tbat opinion I fuldy agree.
The Prime Minister must accept the position
that *he bas been served notice by the
Liberal party that tbey do flot accept bis
commissioners, and under these circumstanees
the commissieners, in taking office, must
realize that they will romain at the pleasure
off the Liberal gýovernment when it cornes into
power. Tbe Liberal geverniment will flot
consider itselff bound by the legishation tbe
Prime Minister is endeavouring to place on
the statute books at tbe present time.

The suggestion bas been made that the
reason wby these gentlemen should be en-
gaged for a period off ten years is tbat corn-
petent men who are tborougbly qualifiod to
fill the position must bave a certainty off ten-
ure, ffollowed by a hiffe pension. My criticism
is that this bill does not contomplato appoint-
ing tbe members for tbeir ahility to analyze;
tbey are net being engaged to exercise their
judgment. Tbey will aet as accounitants and
investigators, bringing down tbe ffacts for the
guidance off the Prime Ministor. For tbat
reason I do not think tbe type off commis-
sion sug-gested in tbis legfislation, composed
off wbat you migbt caîl supor-qualified men,
is at ahl neessary. A commission composed
off mon already in the civil service would be
quite capable off ffulfilling such dutics. Hew-
ever, assuming that the bigbest type off man
is required, it is net necessary te infhiet tbis
commission upon tbe Liberal party in erder
te procure bim. Let tbe Prime Minister pay
a salary sufficient te get the man hie wants,
rather than give him a flxod tenure off office
Lot tbe Prime Minister pay bis price; we wilI
be satisfled, but we de net want bim te
inflict this commission on tbe Liberal admin-
istration -when the goernment changes. I
ask the Prime Minister net te attempt te
place the gbust off the consorvatîve party in
tho cupboard off tbe Liberal party wben the
government chang-es. I meve, seconded hy
the bion. member fer Hants-Kings tbat se-
tien 3 ho amended by striking eut subsections
3, 4 and 5 thereof and substituting thereffor
tbe f ollowing:

(3) Eaeh i ember shail bold office during
plcaslire.

Mr. BENNETT: We bave net corne te
considor section 4 as yet. But the bion. mem-
ber for Hants-King made a suggestion with
regard te the epening words, whicha are:

. I respect of goods produiced in or importod
int Canada the board shail, under the direc-
tien off the minister-


