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but every citizen of the country. If that
were flot the obj ect we would flot be in it;
why 8hould we be? The other day a fruit
combine was unearthed by Oommissioner
Duncan-and I m'ay say in passing thaît you
will live a long while before you will find the
Tory party digging into a combine. Oh no;
they would rather snuggle up ta, it. I had an
opportunity of discu-sing this fruit combine
with my oolleague the Minister of Labour
(Mr. Mur-dock) and hie indicated in a general
way what was coming. Before the report was
tabled or even printed we were taking action
to ýmeet the situation. Representatives of the
fruit and vegetable trade 911 over Canada were
convened in Ottawa, working out a policy to
combat that combine through the establish-
ment of a nation-wide brokerage agency of
their own. You neyer beard of anything like
that irnder a Tory government. Look at the
story of it! I have here a report on ooean
freight rates by the present hon. member for
West York (Sir Hlenry Drayton)-one of the
knighted gentlemen who were looking into
this matter. He neyer got olose eoough to it.
however. to hurt either it or himself. I see
that my hion. friend is just coming into the
chamber, and I arn glad, I ventured the
prediction a whlle aga, that hie would not
speak on this question, and I arn going to keep
to that guess. Now, this is a -report hy H. L.
Drayton. K.C.-I assume that is my hion.
friend-printed by tihe Government Printing
Bureau at Ottawa. There is nothing wrong
in it, and from what my hion. friend says
in this report I arn sure hie can conscientiously
support this resolution. He says:

-With this end in view, I endeavoured ta obtain
the appointment of a joint comennmsion ta make s
thorough and comopaete investigation of, and ta report
on the methods and practices, and rates and charges
of ocean carriers doing busins, or from time ta
time doing business, bctween porte i thse United
lKinsdcen, or aniy of them, and parte in the Do-
minion of Canada. or any ai them; and also of ail
terminal romipanies or port authorities of any port
in the United Kingdom or in the Dominion of
Canada thraugh which trafflo, whether of passengers
or freight, between the United Kingdom and the Do-
mninion of Canada Passes, and aise ta investigate into

and report an ell insurance charges or other expenses
that shippers from thle United Kingdam. to Canada,
or vice versa, are ssubject ta as the case may be.

1 furtiler represente-d that the commission, in addi-
tion te reparting t findings i the abave matters.
should also recommend what, if any, legisiation the
commission deemed, advisable should be çsssed hy the
Imperial parliament, or by the parliainent of the
Dominion, or by bath.

He suggests the advisability of legislation.
Well, we 'have legisiation before us. My
hon. friends opposite promnise or euggesft, while
we perform-that is the difference. I quote
further:

1 further represented that it was necessarY that
the commWion ahauld have authority ta ait at sucil
places àl might desire, eitmher in thle United Kinadam
or in the Domàiin of Canada, wM*h authority ta
cempel thle attendance cf witneaes, produotion cf
documents, books, papers, etc., and ta admniniste
caths; and also that thle commission should have
the right to esnploy accountants, etc.

We daid that two years ago before what wus
called the McMaster committee. The in-
quiry went on for weeks-I do not, know how
long; we thought it was going to drain the
treasury to pay the expenses of the witnesses.
That committee submitted three or four in-
terim reports. The hion. member for West
York, in this report, suggested investigation
either in. Great Britain or in Canada. We
have had it in Canada, and in a week or twa
we will eall to this country everybody in
England who wants to corne and attend the
hearing before the special committee. In bis
report the hion. member for West York also
said:

1 furtiler impressed up;on the Imperial authorities
that it was thle desire of the Canadian government
1,hat the investigation sbould be entered on in the
near future, and, if possible, a repart made se as te
enable any necessary action te be taken by that gev-
ernment et the ensuing session of parliament.

He suggested that steps should be taken ta
make action possible "at the ensuing session
of parliament." This was in 1913; so that the
hon. member had in mnd. exactly what we are
doing. I do not know how he can abject ta
aur legislation, unless it be from the paint of
view of party loyalty. I have a high regard
for that myseif, and that would be the onay
justification for taking a stand agaînst the
report. However, I will nat take any delight
in seeing rny hion. friend try ta 'look bath
ways, because we ail have ta do it sometimes;
in this teamn work we are engaged in it can-
not 'be avoided. But under ordinary cîr-
cunastances, where party fealty or party
loyalty was nat involved, I arn sure that if
my hion. friend were of the saine opinion naw
that hie was when hie submitted the repart
frow which I have quoted, hie would support
this resolution withaut reservation.

Na combines ever admit guilt; they are nat
expected ta, except indirectly, in their defence.
My experience with wrongdoers is that they
are not very caurageous; throw the light of
open day upon themn and they soon take caver.
That was the experience in the case of the
elevator combine, and also in the case of the
fruit combine, in the western country and
again in the Annapolis valley. What is ail
this commotion about tbroughout the country?
What is ail this lobbying for? What is ail
this advertising for? As a matter of fact this
institution, this conference-that is its Sunday
name-has been torpedoed amidships and is in


