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and I say, Mr. Speaker, that that does not
correctly set forth the relationship between
Great Britain, and New Zealand, the Union
et South Africa, Australia or ourselves. I
like' much better the word "O- ommon-
wéalth ", -and I like better still the word
" Commonwealths " because there are five,
af us:- There is the British. Empire, whicli
is composed of the Kingdem of -Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, India and the Orown de-
pendencies and colonies, and alongside are
the four great eelf-goveTning, Dominions.
To eall the relationship which exists between
these self-governing Dominionis and the
Metropolitan an empire is ta say something
which is noV consonant with the- facts. I-t
is of parameunt importance net only fer
a correct understanding of aur aYwn rels-
tienship, but in order that aur relationship
and our status may properly appear before
raie warld and be understaod by ail that
tlis use of the term " British Empire"
should cease, and that the -words " British
Commonwealths " should.be given ta Great
Britain, ta ourselves, ta New Zealand, ta
Australia and ta the Union of South Africa.
There lias beën, a beginning; I notice with
some pleasure that a littîs while ago the
Prime ýMinister whule he was i En-gland
stopped talking about the British Empire
and began t-alking about the Britannie
Commonwealth.

But I believe, Mr. Speaker, that I have
a better witness than those whom I bave
sumrn)red-better because I believe bis
evidleL.ce lits in more nearly with Vhe lacts.
I refer ta Vhe President of the Privy Council

<r.Rowell). He hbas net in this Hanse
salways enjoyed my full approval or strong
conimendation, but I -trust 'that the fog af
partisanship will never sa, becleud -my mind
that I will be.unprepared ýta give the meeii
ai praise whsn it is due. I listsned with
care aud with pleasure when, rising in his
seat Vhe other day, lie declared himsslf as
stronýgly oppassd ta thé Milnerite plan-
ta the plan of that youn7g apostie ef Imper-
ialism, Lionel Curtis, who lias ibeen going
around Vhe British Empire for many years
preadhing bis conception of Imperialism, a
yaung man endawed with great ability and
sincerity, and backed with ample funds by
the Imperialists af the eld land. I udmire
the stand ai the President of the Prlvy
Council when he Èays: 1'When I spoke in
1912, setting forth what I bel.ieved ta -be the
Liberal conception ei the true relationship
which should exist between the great over-

,seas Dominion and Great Britain-and in
erder that I may aveid, Mr. Speaker, the
imputation of party pollticw- 1 sav it is the

true Conservative view as well,,the view of
Sir John A. Macdonald "-I amn endeavour-
inýg ta quote more or less roughly -the 'words
spoken. by 'the President of the Privy Coun-

il"when I spoke as I did ini 1912, 1
believed I was rigbht, and 1 believe I arn
right to-day." I eommend him for his
words. -So that no objection can be taken
teo my quotation, let me read the note which
I have made of the words he used:

He says truly that aur statue 15 In a state ai
transition; we are reachlng oui ta the positiaa
-af a sister natioa of equal statue with Great
Britain and 1Treland.

That is a true statement of our real p'asi-
tion. We have hnot acquired ail the sover-
eign powers of -a nation. We are a nation
because we have acquired a great rnany
of the powers incident ta nationhoad, but
there are certain other powers which. we
have not yet aoquired, and we are reaching
out to the position of a sister nation Qf

equal s tatues with Great Britain and Ire-
land-. In his speech he gave credit ta many
Canadians-to Macdonald, ta Galt, ta
Blake, ta CartWright, ta> Mills, and last af
ail ta the great'chiel af the party ta which
I belong, that man who was a unîversally
admired throughout Canada, the late Right
Han. Sir Wilfrid Laurier. And I eay, Mr.
Speaker, without fear of sucesful. contra-
diction, that if aur xepresentatîves at the
Peace Conference-and I arn glad they were
there--were able ta take the stand that
they did take, tlhey owed it in no small
measure ta the attitude taken years ago
at Imperial Con! erences by Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, when he withstood Chamnberlain
face ta face and deleated his plan ta cen-
tralize the British Empire and take away
aur-name from among the nations ai the
earth.

No'w, during the debate the President af
the Privy Council asked hs question of
the me'mber for Kamouraska (Mr. La-
poite): How can aur constitutional posi-
tion be improved? It is not hard ta answer
that question. The President ai the Privy
Council bas. just came in, and I niight re-
peat for his benefit for a moment that I
w.as praising him highly for the attitude
he took in insi.sting upon ,Canadian nation-
hood. I amn now endeavouring ta answer
the questian he propounded ta the member
for Kanrnuraska: How Canada could im-
prove her constitutional position? She can
imprave her constitutional position Iby in-
sisting upon ail those sovereign , rights
which she dos not nsw possess, the acqui-
sition of 'which will make her a sister na-
tion equal witly the United Kingdom ai
Great Britian and Ireland.


