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that purpoze because the 'wording of the
Act rwas very wide, and necessarily very
wide, and I do flot know what better use
could be made of the war appropriation
moneys than to facilitate the early abeonp-
tion into use! ul employment of the returned
men. But it ils not under -the authority of
this Act, it ie under the authority o41 -the
War Appropriation Act as I would under-
stand f rom la hurried -reading, 'that the
second Order in Coundil was passed.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING. The minister
says he sees nothing inconsistent with the
terme of the Act in the -course -whichi the
Government lias taken in passing -an Order
in Council which a11oçws the payment of
moneys under this A-et to meunicipalities
when the 'whole purpose of the Act la to
restrict paymente 'to the Governments of
the différent provinces.

Mr. MEIGREN: To restrict?

Mr. IMACKENZIE KIENG: Yes, to re-
strict 'payments to tihe governiments of the
diffdren't provinces. Let me direct the -at-
tention of 'the mînièter Vo section five of the
Act, "An Act to aid and encourage the
Organisation and Go-ordination of Employ-
ment Offices," chap. 21, 8-9, George V.
which reada es foIbows:

The moneys appropriated for each year sbafl
be ailotted and paid. to, the governmnents of the
respective provinces

Does the minister think that it is consist-
ent, when the Act states that the money
should be paid to the governments of the
provinces, to pay that money to the muni-
cipalities when the provinces refuse to'c0-
operate? As I understand, what happened,
was this: Several of the provinces under-
took to co-operate with the Dominion Gov-
ernment in the matter of these employment
offices and to meet half of the expense, but
the Governments of Nova Scotia, New.
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island de-
cided that they would net open employment
offices. On the other hand there were a few
municipalities that had such offices, and
the Government took authority on its own
account by Order in Council Vo pay this
mxoney to the municipalities, flot to pay it
to the Provincial Governments. Now there
may be reasons on the ground of meeting
an emergency, or soine sort of expediency,
whioh would justify that, but when the
minister says there is nothing inconsistent
in iising the moneys whieh had been voted
by this Parliament Vo be paid only to gov-
ernments, and paying them. over to muni-
cipalities--

Mr. MEIGHEN: Where does it say that
the money shall be paid to municipalities?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: That is exact-
ly what was donc with the money.

'Mr. MEIGHEN: No, why do you say
thatP Read it.

Mr. BUREAU: Isn't it the object to make
an agreement with the municipalities?

Mr. MEIGHEN: The object o! the amend-
-ment to this Bihl is, but flot the Order in
Council.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The Order in
Council provides:

The Minister-cif Labour may establish and
maintain offices at such points as he may deem
necessary-

Mr. MEIGHEN: Hear, hear.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING (rcading):

-provided the municipality suppiy office
space and equipmnent required.

Mr. MEIGHEN: That is not supplying
any money Vo the muni-cipality.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: But that is
exacthy what was donc. The money was
flot paid to the provinces but to the muni-
cipalities.

Mr. MEIGHEN: How do you make that
out.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Can the min-
ister point to anything in the record which
will show that the money has gone to the
provinces?

Mr. MEIGHEN: It does not go to either.
The minister maintains the office. No
money goes to the provinces or to Vhe muni-
cipality under that order. The niinister
maintains the office, but hie is not alhowed
to maintain it unless the municipality pro-
vides the office. The municipality does that
out of its own funds, and il iA does, then
the minister maintains the office under the
powera given by section 3 that I have just
read.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: If the minis-
ter, instead of trylng to argue this matter
-on grounds thaV are indefensîble, and rying
to put things over thle committee, would
take the trouble to look at thle Act he would
noV waste our time in the sort of casuistry,
hie is resorting to. Section 2 of the Act pro-
vides as follows:

In this Act and In any regulation made there-
under, unless thé context otherwise reqWurea-
.. elmployment office operated *by any Provin-
cial Government."


