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Order of the flouse for copies of officer, who las performed bis duties
Correspondence between the Min- efflciently for eleven or twelve years
ister of Customs and the Collector of slculd le set aside, and another put over
Customs at the Port of Montreal, in re- his head, for there are no grounds of com-
lation to the appointment of a successor plaint. If there were any tley should
to the late Mr. Bryson, valuator of hard- have been placed on record; theyshould
ware at that Port, said: My object in not be nierely put forward by mere
making this motion is this The late Mr. verbal assertions of a few parties wlo
Bryson was a most valuable offweo, and may bave been ipterested.
one who had been appointed at the sug- MR. BO TELL : Very litte corres-
gestion of the late Mr. Holton. Shorthy pondence bas taken place in connection
after 3Mr. Jryson's demise, as a min per with this appointment, between the Col-
of the city, h received a notification by lector of Custo s and the ;Department;
letter to suggest the nne ot a successor. and sufr portions as are proper to bring
I enquireJ îto the facts, and got themn down shal be brought down. My ihon.
froyn Mr. Simpson, the Collector of the friend for Montreal East (Mr. Coursol),
Port. fouad that the deputy lad been viRl excuse me for saying that lie lias
appointed elevea or twelve years ago, and scarcely told the louse ail lie knows in
lad perfored bis duties witaout an conection m bite w this appointment. It
conmplaint in writing againist lmi. I re- lias been nmy desire, since I have lad the
coinueiidcd that if the oficer or assistant honour of occupving the pesition of
was able to erforn the duties of hief, y 1er of Custoas th ke epmnt-;
le should e appiited. I subnitted the nmente to assy vacarcies y promo-
I enqedf te deuty, act, to ny surprise, tion. In all cases in the Mont-
a few da s imer, th Cas ilforoed that real Custorus Department, Cu which
th e deputy had been set aside, where it was possible this lias been
apd aotler party appoi , aed to doc. Ther e lias elot bee a vacancy
he the valuator of di ardware. wh the Customns bouse at pontrea, durint
I liad to keep suent until my tern of office, to m Iich I have not pro-
icow ml1en I could make mv voece r eard aîoted sone one in the Department. I
ni tiiis Il1ousc. A few weeks ag1 o, I placed nay say bere tlîat iii any appointment

a motioa on the paper to enquire whetber made since the present overnent came
h successor bad been appointed to Mr. into power, this course lias been followed
Bryson, and whether the appointment, if where practicable. s e the present in-
made, was teeporary or permanent. The stance, I found it necessary to depart from
answer that came fro the Min- this tleory, and niake enquiry as to tlie
ister of Customs was that the appoint- fitness of the assistant to fill the position
ment made was temporary, so as to give of ardware appraiser, and I found that
the appointee a trial before making his e was not fit to be the h ad of the iard-
appointment permanent. Now, Sir, wly are department in so important a port
was not the deputy so appointed, tem- as tat of Montreal. My hon. friend
1orarily, so as to test lis ability to perforn says, that I refused to appoint
tie duties of the office? I think it only him temporarily, so as to test
fair-play that lie sliould e tried. bis qualifications. Now the hon.
Wly should lie be passed over? gentleman admits that the deputy las
should de sorry to recommend anyone not been in office eleven or twele years ; if
qualiiied or undeserving, but, if not un- after tliat tle Collector reported to me
qualifed, wlietlier lie e a Frencli- that e was not fit to fhil properly and
Canadian, or of any other nationality, tie effsciently tle position of Chef Appraiser,
next man im position to that made vacant, thouga he might ie competent to perform
as in this case, by death, sould lie pro- The duties of assistant under another, I
moted to tlie position. On the instigation amn satisfied tliat the House and the
of maen who were jealous, and those wo country will admit that fburter trial was

rad something to gain by it, influence lias unnecessary, and will justify bis not bein-
been brought to bear against the deputy promoted to tle office for which lie ad
in this case. Whether the new man lias been reported as not qualifed. As y
beensince appointed permanently, I know hon. predecessor-wo lias lad more ex-
not; but I think it very wrong that a good perience than I iave-knows, one ol the
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