
Canadian priority for 1983, the prevention of the further spread of nuclear weapons
through the evolution of an effective non-proliferation régime based on the Non-
Proliferation Treaty . The NPT emphasizes the non-discriminatory transfer of peaceful
nuclear technology. It also provides for the de-escalation of the arms race on the part
of nuclear weapon states and for the rapid and effective movement towards disarma-
ment. More states have adhered to the Non-Proliferation Treaty . However, such
voluntary renunciation has not been matched by corresponding action by the nuclear
weapon states to halt the build-up of nuclear weapons . Only tangible moves by the
super-powers will demonstrate the sincerity of their commitment to non-proliferation .
Those of us with nuclear technology and those without must seek to persuade the
nuclear weapon states to live up to their bargain to which they are committed by the
Non-Proliferation Treaty .

Canada is prepared to seek international consensus on the development of principles
which would result in a more universal and effective approach to non-proliferation .
Such principles should include a formal renunciation of nuclear explosive devices and
an agreement to permit the safeguarding of all nuclear activities throughout the entire
range of the nuclear fuel cycle . This is fundamental to the creation of a stable and
permanent non-proliferation régime . Under such conditions, bilateral nuclear com-
mitments could then be subsumed into a truly equitable and responsible international
order .

I suggest that the time has come for genuine movement towards the realization of
these objectives .

Arms control and disarmament also must extend to non-nuclear weapon systems,
some of which are as potentially horrifying as nuclear weapons .

Chemical The time is right for progress this year towards a treaty on the prohibition of the
weapons treaty development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and the destructio n

of existing stocks . We intend to participate vigorously along with others in seeking
to realize the maximum from the present opportunity .

Continuing Canadian research on defensive measures enables us to put forward
suggestions on such aspects as the verification provisions of a treaty banning chemical
weapons . Canada has contributed working papers. We have allocated funds to enable
Canadian technical experts to participate here in Geneva for longer periods beginning
with the 1983 session . Expertise from many countries, including non-members, has
been brought to bear in this Committee on the complex issues involved. The achieve-
ments of the working Group on Chemical Weapons again illustrate that work in this
body can complement bilateral negotiations .

Outer space Another area for progress is the subject of weapons for use in outer space . This issue
has been described as the first arms control problem of the twenty-first century . I
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