
IT * GIVES trE CREAT PLEASURE TO WELC%E FOREIGN MINISTER

HATOYAMA, AMBASSADOR HARA, OTHER JAPANESE GIESTS, THE HONOURABLE

DON PNILLIPS, PAYOR BOLRICH AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS .

I BELIEVE IT IS VERY APPROPRIATE THAT THE FIRST

NfET I NG OF THE CANADALJAPAN JOINT ECONOmI C COFT".ITTEE, VMI CH

FORE I GN ii I N I STER iiATOYAMA AND I OPENED TH I S t7JRN I NG, IS BE I NG

HELD IN WESTERN CANADA : IN CHOOSING TO HAVE THE FEETING IN%

VANCOINER - I WANTED TO DEMQNSTRATE THE IhFORTANT AND ACTIVE ROLE

WHICH CANADIANS IN THE WESTERN PROVINCES HAVE PLAYED IN'THE .

DEVELOPPm OF EVERY FACET OF THE PACIFIC DINOSION OF CANADA ' S

FOREIGN POLICY .

-THE CITY OF VANCOINER ITSELF HAS AN INTEGRAL PLACE IN

THE MAN1( ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS POLICY . IT IS .THROUQi

VANCOUVER THAT A GREAT DEAL OF THE LARGE AND I NCREAS I NG VOLUME

OF TRADE BETWEEN CANADA AND ITS PACIFIC PARTNERS FLOWS AND I T

IS IN VANCOUVER 'S OFFICES AND BOARDROOMS i►h{ERE A NUNSER OF INPORTAtJT,

DECI S IONS ARE WE CONCERN I NG CANAP,A ' S F I NANC IAL AND COM~RCI AL

ACTIVITY IN THE PACIFIC REGICN .

THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST OF COURSE THAT VANCOUVER' S

LINKS WITH THE COI NTRIES OF THE PACIFIC ARE LIMITED ONLY TO TRADE

AND FINANCIAL MATTERS . THE STEADY STREAN OF PEOPLE COING BAC K

AND FORTti IN BOTH DIRECTIONS HAVE GIVEN THIS CITY A IINI(1lE INWLVENfNT

IN AND INI ERSTANDING OF CANADA'S GROWING ROLE IN THE PACIFIC.

UNIVERSITIES IN THIS CITY ARE COW-ITTED IN A SIGNIFICANT WAY TO

ACADEMIC STUDY OF THE REGION . VAtICOUVER'S CLOSE CULTURAL TIES WITH .

THE PACIFIC IN THE ARTS, THEATRE AND EVEN IN CUISINE ALSO ATTEST
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