
When it comes to gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls, a more 
integrated approach is needed—one that also 
includes diplomacy, trade, security and the 
expertise of a wide range of Canadian government 
departments and agencies.
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in the Middle East, deploying a range of assets and 
assistance that includes integrated humanitarian, 
development, and peace and security support, coupled 
with the efforts of National Defence (see Canada’s 
Integrated Response to Protracted Crisis in the Middle 
East), as well as refugee settlement initiatives led by 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada.

MORE INTEGRATED 
ASSISTANCE
Canada’s Official Development Assistance 
Accountability Act requires that all ODA contribute to 
poverty reduction, take into account the perspectives 
of the poor, and be consistent with international 
human rights standards.

Better integration of development and other 
objectives, such as trade, can have positive economic 
effects for developing countries—and for Canada. As 
a trading nation, Canada’s economic strength depends 

diversifying trade and identifying new markets for 
its goods and services. The same holds true for many 
developing countries. By investing in developing 
countries, Canada can help to encourage inclusive 
growth and create jobs and improve incomes— 
particularly for women and girls.

The ODA that Canada provides to developing 
countries is a valuable source of support to people and 
communities in need. However, we need to improve 
our ability to engage the right mix of mechanisms and 
partnerships in a given context, taking smart risks to 
deliver greater impact.
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When it comes to gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls, a more integrated 
approach is needed—one that also includes diplomacy, 
trade, security and the expertise of a wide range of 
Canadian government departments and agencies. This 
is in keeping with Agenda 2030, which recognizes 
that global challenges are connected and require a 
coordinated response.

Integrated responses are particularly important in 
fragile and conflict-affected contexts. Canada has 
provided an integrated response to the ongoing crisis
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