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our ancestors — that is our national independence”. This paper puts the blame explicitly on 
"the criminal clique of Gero”.

6. The British Legation reported that Mikoyan arrived in Budapest on Saturday.
7. Both the USA and the UK representatives in Hungary took the early initiative of 

urging that their governments take action in the UN. The British representative, though he 
apparently started with a rather more cautious view than his American colleague, has dur
ing the past few days come to attach very great importance to action or statements which 
would encourage the Hungarian nationalists, who seem to have surprised everyone by 
showing some prospect of winning out in the end.

8. When we saw Brimelow this morning no decision had been taken about the instruc
tions to be sent to Sir Pierson Dixon at the UN, where the Hungarian situation is expected 
to be discussed tomorrow, Wednesday October 31. As you will appreciate there was some 
confusion and uncertainly in view of the overnight developments in the Middle East. In 
New York Lodge had apparently suggested introducing a draft substantive resolution on 
Hungary asking that Russian troops be withdrawn, but it was recognised that this would 
almost certainly invoke a Soviet veto, and might also conceivably create an awkward pre
cedent for other areas. Its legal basis might also be complicated in view of the Warsaw 
Treaty. The Foreign Office officials were inclined to approve an alternative suggestion of 
Pierson Dixon’s that a good first stage in the Security Council might be to introduce a 
procedural resolution taking note of Nagy’s public promise to ask the Russians to with
draw their troops from all of Hungary, and deciding to leave the question on the agenda to 
see how these negotiations come out. This, it is thought, might give an opportunity for 
non-Communist representatives to make helpful statements on the record while avoiding a 
Soviet veto and yet taking some formal action to pin Nagy down and to encourage the 
liberalization processes in Hungary. In any case, however, in view of the importance of 
speed and of agreement of the USA and France the widest discretion will almost certainly 
be left to the missions in New York.

[N.A.] Robertson


