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context it gradually reduced the role of the Summit itself in macroeconomic
cooperation and international finance. Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors were now the main players in the policy domain for which the
Summit had been created. This important development illustrates the signif-
icance of personalities and the episodic nature of the Summit: by 1982 no
Head of Government had ever been a Finance Minister and the Library
Group vision (at least in terms of the basic objectives of the institution) had
faded. But not entirely. Minimalism was still considered chic as some institu-
tional innovations in the 1990’ illustrate. , ’

During the first half of the 1990’s the summits were dominated by the
end of the Cold War and the reform and marketization process in the former
Soviet Empire. At the Halifax Summit institutional reform of the interna-
tional financial system was launched and this became an ongoing subject
because of the Asian crisis. Mission creep accelerated with the number and
length of non-economic documents steadily increasing.

An effort was made by John Major in the London Summit in 1991 to
stem the paper tidal wave (with limited success) and after Munich, 1992,
Major proposed to his colleagues that leaders should meet alone without any
Ministers attending. At the Birmingham Summit in 1998, Major’s successor,
Tony Blair, implemented this proposed reform.

But the paper output and the agenda expansion continued. A few
examples will illustrate. In Okinawa, 2000, the Summit Communiqué was
accompanied by 30 pages of other documents and in Genoa, 2001, this had
expanded to 47 pages. The list of agenda items is also insightful. In Okinawa,
these included: financial architecture; money laundering; debt relief and
development; information and communications technology; health; trade; an
item called “Deeper Peace of Mind” which involved crime, food safety and
the human genome, and the environment. In Genoa, the list was pretty much
the same but it didn’t mention “Deeper Peace of Mind” (presciently?) and
added renewable energy; capacity building and social inclusion. While the G7
had officially become the G8 in Birmingham, the G7 still has a separate exis-
tence and issues “statements” without the G8 logo imprinted on the commu-
niqué. And while Ministers were excluded from Summit sessions, there were
regular meetings before each Summit. Indeed more and more Ministerial
meetings.



