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The accused have the right to a defence, but the state is flot responsible
for the costs incurred.

Another iaw, adopted on 8 September 1996, has considerably extended
the time limits in regard to vanious procedures, such as the preparation
of the record of arrest, the delivery of an arrest warrant, official
confirmation of detention, etc. Although strongly criticized by somre
international human rights organizations, this is a necessary Iaw. Over
40,000 people had already been arrested when the first lPJs began
working, and the rate of arrests was far too high to hope that the
previous time limits could be respected. Sîmilar legisiation is allowed in
very exceptional circumstances under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. The number of cases to be deait with has led
to the passing of a further law on 12 December 1997, which again
extends procedural deadlines. Unfortunately, this law was badly drawn
up, is technically incomplete and is being used by the judicial authorities
as an excuse for relaxing their efforts to ensure procedures are


