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rule in Kosovo in 1912. Moreover, Kosovo is the cradie of Serb nationhood. Serbs view Kosovo
as an integral part of Serbia and the Aibanians there flot as a majority in Kosovo, but as a
minority within Serbia.

Kosovar Aibanians claimn the right of national seif-determination by virtue of their majority
status within the reg.ion. In an unfortunate twist of historical fate, Kosovo is not only the
birthplace of Serb nationhood, but also birthplace of the Aibanian national awakening in the
l9th century. Kosovar Aibanians have always believed that they deserve equality with the other
nations of federal Yugoslavia, which, in political terrns, has meant having their own republic.

A second factor underlying decades of ethnic conflict in Kosovo is the persistent repression of
ethnic Aibanians by Serb authorities. The Aibanian demand for greater autonomy or independ-
ence has risen and fallen in step with the increase and decrease in violations of their basic humnan
and political rights. The mass killings by Serb forces in March 1998 has eroded the Aibanian
people's willingness to trust any political settlement within Serbia, and garnered support for the
militants who cali for full independence and employ terrorist tactics.

The absence of economnic opportunity the third main factor contributing to instability in Kosovo.
Unemployment among Aibanians is as high as 80 to 90 percent. Unemployment of the educated
Youth is a particularly troublesomne problem. (Thirty percent of the population are students.)


