
Exclusionary Ideologies: (Jeno/politicides are especially li/oelytso be initiated bygoverning elites-
including the leaders of contending authorities-who are committed to an ideology that excludes
categories ofpeoplefrom what Helen Fein cails the universe of obligation.4 Exclusionary ideologies
are beliefsystems that identify an overridingpurpose (suc/i as building a national state) orpincîple
(suc/i as defending the truefait/i) that is used to restrict, persecute, or eliminate categories ofpeople
w/io are defined as antithetical to t/iatpurpose orprinciple. Examples are strict variants ofMarxist-
Leninism, doctrinaire anti-communism, andlslamic law (s/iaa) -w/ien used as theprinciple basis
for governance, as in Iran and Saudi Arabia. Minorities are especially likely to be targeted by
regimes that advocate doctrines which assert the superiority ofthe dominant communal or national
group over others.

FragmentatkrnlCompetition within the Governing Elite provides opportunities for c/iallenging
groups to intenslfy their efforts to improve their status. Elites weakenedby défections and challenges
are more likely to rely on repression t/ian accommodation to maintain control. Note that elite
fragmentation is a likely consequence ofpolitical upheavals.

State Security Agencies that Operate wklh Few Legal or Instîtutional Restraints give challenged
elites the means to ratchet up repression. Suc/i entities are specially common inpost-revolutionary
states and in autocracies generally, and usually are the principal agents offlagrant rig/its violations
and ofgeno/politicide

Charismafic Leadership that Generates Mass Followership, especially by appeals to intangibles
suc/i as national pride, prestige, or racial or et/inic consciousness. T/us style of leaders/ip. coupled
w/t/i exclusionary ideologies, is especially likely to lead to attacks on communal and political
enemies in periods ofgeneral insecur/ty, for example during and after international and civil wars.


