
raethere, ofccn confounding transitory polÎtical
.Ifferences with ethno-nationalism.

As soon as the World War Il friide was
over, Tito insisted that his people adopt (or at least
feign) a spirit of brotherhood and unity. As
Konstanty Gebert noted, the lingering hostilities
were covered up, flot healed. There was no Croat
leader comparable to Willy Brandt to kneel and
apologize for the atrocities Ustasha Croats had
inflicted on Serbis, mnd indced it became
impermissible even to discuss who had peipetrated
war crimes against whom."l

- While acknowledging the significance of
these long-terni bistorical factors, several speakers
insisted that there is nothing uniquely acronious*
about ethnic relations in the Balkans. Thosewho hia
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ethnic group and its leader wanted îts own state.
"Ethnic cleasing" ira flot just an incidental side
effect of the break-up of Yugosavia; it iras the wbolc
point of breaking up the country. As Bogdan Denitch
put it, "Any socicty that defines the ethnic group as-
the political nation cannot, by definition, be a
riemocratic stare becaiuse that creates two clases of
citizens. It is anti-democratic even if it bias majority
support; majority support does flot make it
deniocratic. There arc moments when the majority
in a community is in favor of violence."
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