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Article 37

In relation to a State which with regard to adoption has two or more systems of law
applicable to different categories of persons, any reference to the law of that State
shall be construed as referring to the legal system specified by the law of that State.

Article 38

A State within which different territorial units have their own rul'es of law in respect of
adoption shall not be bound to apply the Convention where a State with a unified
system of law would not be bound to do so.

Article 39

1 The Convention does not affect any international instrument to which
Contracting States are Parties and which contains provisions on matters governed by
the Convention, unless a contrary declaration is made by the States Parties to such
instrument.

2 Any Contracting State may enter into agreements with one or more other
Contracting States, with a view to improving the application of the Convention in their
mutual relations. These agreements may derogate only from the provisions of Articles
14 to 16 and 18 to 21. The States which have concluded such an agreement shall
transmit a copy to the depositary of the Convention.

Article 40

No reservation to the Convention shall be permitted.

Article 41
‘The Convention shall apply in every case where an application pursuant to Article 14
has been received after the Convention has entered into force in the receiving State
and the State of origin.

Article 42
The Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private International Law shall at
regular intervals convene a Special Commission in order to review the practical
operation of the Convention.

CHAPTER VII - FINAL CLAUSES

Article 43

1 The Convention shall be open for signature by the States which were Members

of the Hague Conference on Private International Law at the time of its Seventeenth
Session and by the other States which participated in that Session.



