UNCLASSIFIED

DIGEST OF THE
1988 BRAZILIAN CONSTITUTION

The following collection of briefs prepared by the
Canadian Embassy in Brasilia is a digest of the 1988
Brazilian constitution. This digest does not attempt to
translate or summarize the entire 193 page document.
Instead, it paraphrases in language understable to Canadian
readers the major provisions of Brazil’s new constitution.
Given the detail of this document, this digest can serve as a
basic political science primer on the structure of the
current Brazilian political system. For a more exact legal
reading of the constitution’s provisions, readers should
consult the original document.

The briefs are organized under the following headings
which cut across the chapter divisions of the actual
constitution. For a concordance between these briefs and the
chapters of the constitution see Brief 14.

Brief 1: The Drafting of the 1988 Constitution page 3
Brief 2: Innovations of the 1988 Constitution page 6

Brief 3: Executive, Legislative and Judicial Powers page 8
- Functions of the Presidency;
- Functions of Congress;
- The Legislative Process;
- Congressional Oversight Powers;
- The Budgetary Process;
- Structure of the Judiciary:

Brief 4: The Federal System page 14
- Control of Territory;
- Legislative Powers;
- Taxation and Transfers;
- Creation of New States;

Brief 5: The Electoral System page 17
o -4 - Voting Rights;
A - Mandates of Public Offices;

\ - Eligibility to Hold Public Office;
\o - Executive Elections;

o - Legislative Elections;

Sl - Political Parties;

Brief 6: Individual Rights page 19

- Fundamental Rights; '
- Legal Rights; Dept. of Extemal Affairy
- Rights Against the State; M. des Affaires extérieuran
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