
The car>' tribal societies that occupiod 'the Korean peninsua
until the 7th centwry evoived in threc conflicting kingdonis,
the Koguryo, Packche and Silia, each strong>' influenced b>'
Buddhisni. After miuch warring, the Sila unified the Koreali
peninsula with the help of the Tang Chinese and ruied b>'
absolute monarchy from their capital cit>' of Kyongju for two
centuries. Dissatisficd Silla aristocrats then estabiished the
Koryo dynasty which in 1392 was replaced b>' the Yi dynast>',
which ruied for 500 years and adopted Confucianism as ils
officiai religion. Despite marked progress, this periori was
marked b>' internai confliet which led to a policy of isolation
in the lSth and l9th centuries whcn Korea became known as
'nhe Ilermit Kingdoni*. This inward-looking poiicy left Korca
unprepared for the colonial onslaught of the great powers
which ciimaxed with the ruthiess Japanese occupation of
Korea frorn 1910 to 1945.

Korea was divided at the 38th
pation zones, with Soviet forces
>rth and the Ainericans occupying
50 North Korean forces launcheri

Ibis escaiated into the Korean
;upporting the North andi United
outh. In 1953 the opposing forces
mient establishing a dernilitarized


