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Plays, including f ive by William
cespeare, as well as a number of
:erts, films and speakers, are being
enterj at the Stratford Festival in

tfOrd, Ontario. The festival, celebrat-
its thirtieth anniversary, opened in
and will close October 23.

'ha festival's artistic director John
ch said that "It is a season of variety
substance through which we wîlI be

to celebrate the festival's thirtieth
iversary wiîth great pride and joy".

In September two special productions Of

The Tempest are being presented with

sign language interpreters for the hearing-

impaired.
Arms and the Mani, a comedy which

takes aim at and effectvely shatters

romafltic illusions surrounidmng war and

marriage is being directed by the festival's

former artistic director Michael Langhan.

The cast includes Brian Bedford, Douglas

Campbell, Helen Carey, Len Cardou,

Carole SheIly and Susan Wright.

Gilbert and Sullivan's Victorian view

of Japan is depicted in The Mikado which

opened in the Avon Theatre on June 7,

with direction by Brian Macdonlald,

musical direction by Berthold Carriere,

designs by Susanl Benson and Douglas

McLean and Iightiflg by Michael J. Whit-

field. Marie Baron appears as Yumn-Yum

and Eric Donkin as Ko-Ko, the Lord l-igh

Executioner.
Translations, Brian Friel's play about

lreland in 1833 recei'Jed its North

American première On July 17 in the

Avon Theatre where it played until

September 4. Guy Spruflg directed and

Sharry Flett, Lewis Gordon, Miles Potter

and Kate Trotter appeared in the pro-

duction.
Also being presented in the Avon

Theatre are Friedrich Schiller'S Mary

Stuart, which recounts the final days of

Mary Queen of Scots, and Noel çoward's

Blithe Spirit, a comedy about a beleaguer-

ed husband with two wives, one living

Scene from Julius Ceasar. Left te right:
R.H. Thomson and Len Cariou with
members of the compatiy.

and one an irrepressible ghost. Margot
Dionrie appears as Mary, and Pat Gallo-

way as Elizabeth 1 in Mary Stuart while

Brian Bedford stars as Charles Condomine
with Tammy Grimes and Carole Shelley
in Blithe Spirit.

New acting company formed
The Shakespeare 3 Company, a new
acting company comprising 16 actors,
appeared for the f irst time at the festival
f rom July 16 until September 5, with two
presentations at the Third Stage. Under
the supervision of Kristin Linklater, the
company presented two plays, A Mid-
summer Night's Dream and AII's Wel that

Ends Wel, focusing on text and language

rather than costumes and sets.
Another innovation at the festival this

year was the Virtuoso Performance series
with Nicholas Pennell appearing alone in

A Variable Passion, Lewis Gordon alone
in Damien and Len Cariou and the Pri-
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