
Canada. And as Cartier had done for
France, Bernier also planted crosses on
several of the newly-discovered islands as
confirmation of Canada's sovereignty.

Bemnier, like others who came to know
these lands and waters, owed much to his
Inuit guides and hunters. William Wake-
ham, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP), Vilhjalmur Stefannson and their
successors were shown the way by Inuit

dead-reckoning, native navigational skills
which are stili legendary in the Arctic.

Government interest
In this century the Government of Can-
ada has stepped up its activities in the
Archipelago, establishîng RCMP posts,
weather stations, post offices, defence
installations and medical and communica-
tions facilities. Resource exploration has,
in recent years, helped maintain the Can-
adian presence first established by the
Government. Panarctic and Petro-Canada
are but two corporate entities which helo

traditions, they toc, are making their
unique contribution. As full participants
in the national fabric, they are helping to
keep this region a vital part of Canada.

The sîgnificance of this centennial is
not only historical. It is contemporary
and it is visionary. Canada's North today
is a dynamnic link -no longer a backwater
- to some vital national considerations.
Despite their remoteness, despite the
stark contrast of climates and the gentler
distinctions of culture, little happens
among these islands in isolation from the
rest of the country.

... If there is a distinctive Canadian trait
it is an awareness of the land and of its
expanse. An understanding of northern
conditions, of climate and geography, is

Symnposium promotes înterest

Governor-General Edward Schreyer,
was the keynote speaker at a three-
day symposium at Yellowknife,
Northwest Territories sponsored by
the Royal Society of Canada to mark
transfer of the Arctic islands to Can-
ada by Britain 100 years ago.

The symposium, "A Century of
Canada's Arctic Islands - 1880-
1980" was held August 11-13 to re-
view and evaluate achievements of
the past century, direct attention to
the Arctic Islands, and promote na-
tional interest by helping affirm, Can-
ada's commitmnent to sovereignty in
the Canadian North.

Papers on the historical, adminis-
trative, scientific, social aind eco-
noi aset fps eeomnt

with particular emphasis on the
Arctic islands were presented at the
symposium. These papers will be
published and available through the
Royal Society of Canada.


