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Accurate nieastireiiilt,. as a resuit of tlVrtv

years' work, have giveili is die exact polar and

equatorial (hanieters of Ille ý,artIi. TIhcse are, if Ille

figures 'n the public press inav be' trusted, for the
former, 7,899 miles, and 7,o26 for the latter.

The census of lrshSouth -Africa. incluld .ng

Cap2 Colony, the Tranisva.f Natal, Rhodesia, the

Orange Rver Colony, lasiitohî'd( andl Iechuana-

lanird, gives a wh-te population of a littie more than

one nillion, and -a colore(l population of five mil-

lions.
The Colonial Office bas tra nsnîitted a despatch

to the Governor-gefleral cxpressing the reg.-ret of

His Majesty's goverrvment at the action of a British

consul in Brazil. who conipelled the master of a

Nova Scotia vessel to remnove the Canadian .flag

wvhich his vesse1 was flying when in port. The

consul explains that he was unaware of the admir-

alty warrant ofFbur,19,rcgnizing the

re.d ensign with the Canadian coat-of-arms in the

fly.as the flag of the Canad!an .merchant marine.

Thie great battle of Liao Yang, from whch tlue

Russians withidrew w:thout the loss of any large

body of troops, bas beeli followed hy another and

greater battle that was equally undecisive. On this

occasion, the Russians for the first tfmle took the

aggressive part; but, after ten davs' fiçqhtinz. with

a loss on both sides of soire 8o.ooo, men, the comn-

bat ceased because both armies were exhausted.

rather than becatise either had v£-aired anv decided

advantage. A third, and perhaps still greater bat-

tIc, is expectfd, neat, the saine place, where the two

arm.es have been fdr days entrenched a few hun-

dred yards apart.
Nearly ten theusand people were killed in raIlway

accidents in the'United States last year, accordiag

to the report of the Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion. Add to this the-lit'umber k-lled in Canada, and

we bave an appalling record, a sham2full record, of

deaths largcly due to insuifficierit constructiýon and

equipment, and f0 the carelessuess of emplovees,
the latter due, -in a majority of cases, to, compulsory

overwork. In the laçt thre,ý rontlbs of 1903, nearlv

five hundred wvere killed on t'e United States rail-

ways, includ*ng passengers and ernployees; while in

England not onz- passenger wvas killed in the ývhole
twelve months.

Tbe sail'ing of the Baltic fleet for the Far East

lias b-ought very serious (langer of war with Bni-

tan, through the strang'e action of tbe Russians :n

fir:*ng uipon a Brit-sb fisWing fleet in the, North Sea.

One of the fishing vessels wag sunk. two men killed.

an(l many woundcd. The Russian adffiiral dlaims

that lus fleet was attacked bv two torpedo boats, and

that lie tried Io spa-e the fisbing boats and ceased

firing as soon as the torpedo boats were out of

sight. The questi-on of fnct will he referred to a

5-ourt of inquiry at Tbe Haglue. In tlue meantîme.
ilue Russian ships aire proceed;ng on their wav to

the seat of war in the Far East. whicb tbey expect

to reach in two months' timne.

The japanese bv a series of fierce assaults dur-
ing late October, secuired possession of several

cornmandliig positions, wvith the apparent hope of

a final assault and1 capture of the fortress on the

anniversary of the Mikaclo's birthday <3rd No-

vember), which by a curious coincidence was also

the anniversary of the accession to the Russian

throne of the Emperor Nicholas. The final as-

sault has not yet been made, but the end is near.

The dominion elections took place November 3,
resulting in the liberal govertiment being sus-

tained by a majority of over 6o. One of the

surprises of the-election wvas the defeat of the

opposition leader, Hon. R. L Borden

i TEACHERS' CONVENTIONS.

GLOUCESTrER COUNTY INSTITUTE.

This institute met at the Grammar School,

Bathurst, October 27 and 28. About 40 teachers

were present. Principal P. Girdwood of the

Bathurst Village Superior School presided, and

delivered an address of welcomc followred by an

excellent paper on nature study in rural schools

by Principal E. L. O'Brien of Tracadie. Inspector

J. F. Doucet delivered an interesting address on

the aims and conduct of the teachers' institute.

Mr. T. B. Kidner, director of manual training,

created a very favorable impression by his address

on manual training. Miss Cormier read a bright

paper on the teaching of Canadian history. Two

well conducted mod-cl lessons wt re given, one by

Sister Mary Stephen on number in the first grade,

and the second by Principal R. D Hanson on

addition of fractions. The institute was one of

the best ever held in the county. Chief Sup't

Dr. Inch was present, and contributed much to its

success, in addition to his address at the public

educational meeting. The papers and lessons
were discussed with much earnestness.

A resolution was adopted condemning corrulp

practices at elections and urging teachers to im-

press on the minds of their pupils the duties and

responsibilities of citizenship.-St. John Stin.

VICTORIA COUNTY, N. B3., INSTITUTE.

Tlîe \,'ýctor-,a County teachers lield their annual

session at Anldover, N. B., on1 the I3th and 14 th of

October. Twenty-threc teachers were present, wlio

were hospitably and pleasantly entertained by the

p)eople of Andover. A very suiccessful educational
meeting was l-eld en the even:ing of the 13 th, with

spe,-ches, readirgs aiul music. Mr. Brittain's ad-

<lress and bis lesson before the ilnstiét te on the fol-

lo%%iing mornîng on Nature Studv-%wt re greatlyefl-

joved by those who heard him The following pa-

pers were read and profitably discussed: Discipline

by Misses Edgecombe and Goodine; primary read-

ing by Mrs. Glenn; the art of questioiiing, by Mr.

McAdam. The institute will meet next year at
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