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TORONTO, DECEMBER 11, 1911

LACK OF INTEREST

In this issuc appears a letter from Mr.
Kingsford, a graduate of Toronto and
President of the Canadian Defence
League, appealing for a better atten-
dance at the Military Lectures. We
can quite understand that the hour, five
o’clock, is an awkward onc; by that time
most of us feel that it is time to get some
exercise; still it is regrettable that more
men have not shown themselves willing
to devote  this one hour a week to learn-
ing something of military science. The
lectures have been extremely interesting,
and those who have attended them have
certainly not regretted it. Next term,
the course promises to be still more in-
teresting, dealing as it will with selected
campaigns in well-known wars. This
course will give an idea of strategy and
tactics essential to the efficiency of every
officer, and we appeal to the undergradu-
ate hody to support the disinterested and
enthusiastic gentlemen who have given
us this course.  Every man who is in any
way interested, who has any idea of ever
enlisting or of taking a commission, should
make every effort toattend the lectures in
the Easter term. 1t would be a lasting
disgrace to the University, if for nothing
but lack of undergraduate interest the
authorities should have to discontinue
the lectures.

For the benefit of all who for any rea-
son were not able to attend the lectures
this term, we announce that the Qctober
and November numbers of “The Cana-
dian Defence,’ containing the first three
lectures, with diagrams, in full, will be
available at *The Varsity” office, next
week, and that we expect to have the
December number here before the term
closes, with the rest of the lectures al-
ready delivered. The moderate sub-
scription—$1.00 the yecar—for this mag-’
azine should enablec many to avail them-
selves of this opportunity. The Varsity
expresses a sincere hope that the under-
graduate body will, now that Rugby
season is over, give greatly increased
attention to this matter.

| CORRESPONDENCE

THEATRE NIGHT.
To the Editor of The Varsity:

Dear Sir:—I wish to call to the atten-
tion of the readers of The Varsity the
methods, which have been used in sell-
ing theatre-night tickets this year. When
we senit in our cards, we had the idea that
we would get fair play, but when we
turned at up the gymnasium what did we
find? Organization and cveryone com-
ing in his proper turn? Nolll The first
man gets the tickets regardless of turn.
The man who honestly waits his turn has
no chance, and before ten-thirty the first
and sccond galleries were all sold to any-
one who turned up with or without a
ticket. Were we asked for our numbers?
No!! That seems to have been only a
scheme, to keep the crowd away.

The methods of the committee appear
entirely incomprehensible. The number
business scems to have been only a farce.

The subscription plan was carried out
successfully last year. Why not this?
We would be very pleased to hear an
adequate explanation of this unbusiness-
like business. H.
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[In an interview with the chairman and
secretary of the Theatre Night Committee,
they explained the method followed in the
sale of tickets. There were three lines,
one for parquet, one for the first and a
third for the second balcony. Seventy-
five men in each line could thus be taken
care of each hour. Many men sent in
tickets in triplets, so that the one making
the best draw would buy the tickets.
Most men took the total number possible
and as there are only 375 seats in the top
balcony these would be sold out in less
than two hours if each man took his
limit. As there was a chance of men not
turning up, and of the others changing
their minds and buying scats in the pit,
everyone was given a draw, although
there were more applications than scats.
A card only meant a place in line and not a
guarantee of tickets. That would have
been impossible.  Some complaints have
also been made about tickets arriving
late. This was not the committee's,
fault as every card was posted at once.
The chairman denies any number of men
got in ahead of their number. Everyone
knows that it is a difficult task, and it is
hoped that this explanation will be satis-
factory to all.—Ed.) v

MILITARY LECTURES.

The Editor of The Varsity:

Sir:—1I ask leave through your columns
to call attention of the men, undergradu-
ates, to the course of Military Lecturcs
which has been, this term given at the
University. The attendance has fallen

Continued on Page 3, Col. 3.

ONLOOKER’S CORNER

UNDERGRADUATE = HUMOUR.

A sense of humour covers a multitude of
sins. Turn a man into the world with
this sixth sense and he will surcly suc-
ceced—even in failure. A man that lacks
a humourous sense is usually more suc-
cessful in business, because he has a
surfeit of that bank-account tonic, ‘com-
mon scnse.’  But he can never have the
happiness of the humourous man whose
kindly cye is ever spying out opportuni-
ties for playing magnificent jokes—the
feeding of a beggar, the raising of a down-
and-out, the financing of a poor inventor’s
worse invention. These are jokes that
tickle the primitive hecart of a man, ori-
ginal jokes, fundamental humour—that
are too hard on the purse for any but your
humourist to play. There is plenty of
wit around 'Varsity. But wit is a cold,
steely thing, that appeals to the intellect.
Give us humour, that is of the heart.
(There is not enough heart in evidence
among us. We scem to take it as a
sentimental hobby of poets and lovers.)
Inculatein the U.T. man a sense of humour
that will distinguish him. Let us have
Professor Del.ury, who is a great hum-
ourist, lecture us on the Phases of Humour.
The Professor’s mathematics are undoubt-
cdly excellent,—but it has always seemed
to me that it is the Professor’s colossal
sense of humour only, that has led him to
be a scholar of such a rigid science.

This is merely a suggestion, and no
doubt the Professor, if he read it, will
smile his smile at the cternal comedy of
the undergraduate, and then pass on to the
fourth dimension. But the Onlooker is
sincere in his plea that higher education
should imbue that requisite of culture,
a sense of humour.
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Wit ES s
Tre Royal Military College of Canada

THERE are few national institutions of more
value and interest to the country than the
Royal Military College of Canada. Notwith-
standing this, its object and the work it is accom-
plishing are not sufficiently understood by the
general public.
. The College is a Government institution, de-
signed primarily for the purpose of giving instruc-
tion in all branches of military science to cadets
and officers of the Canadian Militia. In fact it
corresponds to Woolwich and Sandhurst.

The Commandant and military instructors are
all officers on the active list of the Imperial army,
lent for the purpose, and there is in addition a
complete staff of professors for the civil subjects
which form such an important part of the College
course. Medical attendance is also provided.

Whilst the College is organized on a strictly
military basis the cadets receive a practical and
scientific training in subjects essential to a sound
modern education.

The course includes a thorough grounding in
Mathematics, Civil Engineering, Surveying, Phy.
sics, Chemistry, French and English.

. The strict discipline maintained at_the College
is one of the most valuable features of the course
and, in addition, the constant practice of gymnas.
tics, drills, and outdoor exercises of all kinds
ensures health and excellent physical condition, =

Commissions in all’ branches of the Imperial
service and Canadian Permanent Force are offered
annually.

The diploma of graduation, is considered by the
authorities conducting the examination for Do.
minion Land Surveyor to be equivalent to g
university degree, and by the Regulations of the
Law Society of Ontario, it obtains the same ex.
aminations as a B.A. degree.

The length of the course is three years, in
terms of 824 months each. » I three

’.I;he total cost of ]the course, including board,
uniform, instructional material, and all e:
about $800. xtras, is

The annual competitive examination for admig.
sion to the College, takes place in May of each
year, at the headquarters of the several military
districts.

For full particulars regarding this examination
and for any other information, application should
be made to the Secretary of che Militia Counci]
Ottawa, Ont,; or to the Commandant, Royal
Military College, Kingston, Ont.
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