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not here to specify our wants and deficiencies.
I arn only desirous of bringing to your atten-
tion the faal long known to the professors,
that there are many volumes of importance
absent fromn our shelves which it shoiild be
our effort to possess.

This, bowever true, must not for a moment
be taken to suggest negleSt or indifference on
the part of the Senate or any individual. Ef-
forts had constantly to be devoted in other
direajtons; to enlarge the endowment; to add
to the Coliege buildings ; and to estabiish pro-
fessorships. Whiie these and other catis have
continually demanded attention heretofore,
the library has neyer been wholly negledted.
It bas ever been our desire to make the best
possible provision for its maintenance and
augmentation. It is these very attempts
which have often brougbt to our rninds the
necessity of some conceiitrated effort to secure
more liberal annual additions, and thus oh-
tain before long a library of a higber standard
than we now possess.

1 believe I amn correa in saying that there
are not a few in Kingston wbo recognize that
the establishment of a good free library in
this city, as bas been achieved in other Cana-
dian cities, would prove of immense benefit to
the people of Kingston. The success and the
great public satisfa6tion wbichbhas attended
the endowment of the free iibrary in Toronto
is acknowledged by every citizen; to many it
is a priceless public boon, and it cannot be
doubted that sirnilar resuits would attend the
establishmnent of a free library in Kingston.

In view, then, of these two truths, viz., I.

The pressing necessity of eniarging the Uni-
versity library. 2. The vast importance of a
free library to the people of Kingston, it be-
cornes a fit subject of enquiry how far it
would be pra6ticable to attain both objecSts by
establishing a library to be used in cornmon.
The question is one which appeals direatly
to the University on the one hand, and the
city of Kingston on the other. Neither cao
obtain ail the advantages of a really good
library a day too soon, and we ail koow that
it is easier to establish one than two. Ail
will admit, moreover, that one large library
within the city would be infloiteiy better and
more useful tbao two, or even a dozen, stnali
libraries.

I arn aware that objedtions rnay be raised to
the University transferring its 25,000 volumes
to a common colleétion, but would these oh-
jeétions be weii founded ? Would ot tbese
volumes remain eqnaily available to every
student, and would not the transfer gain to
the University the benefit of a library of
50,000 well seleéted books, and eventually a
much larger oumber, for it would obviously be
a condition of the partnership that the city
should add works of equal vaine, and that
provision sbouid likewise be made fnr steady
annuai additions.

1 venture to throw out the suggestion for
the consideration of ail who mnay hear me,
and 1 ask if it would not be regarded as mu-
tuaily advantageons to the University and to
the city to make sorne sacrifice in order to
obtain a common interest in a library worthy
of the oame-one which under wise mîanage-
ment rnight eventually become second to o
library iu the Dominion, and wbbch would bc
open ot to the students of Queen's Univer-
sity alone, but free to every man and woman
withîn the lirnits of Kingston.

1 feel that a duty, which is mingled witb
sadness, is entajled upon me on this the flrst
public occasion at whbcb I have been present
sioce a sister University bas suffered in the
deatb of its president, Sir Daniel Wilson.
We cannot forget that it is ot long since bie
stood on the platform and extended to Queen's
by bis presence at Convocation a warm, fra-
ternal sympathy.

Sir Daniel was boro in Edinburgb 76 years
years ago. He bad the advaotage of a thor-
ougb trainbng at that famous university, after
wbich our owo is rnodelled. Froin the flrst
bie accepted literature as a profession. His-
tory, Ethnoiogy and Arcboeology were bis
favorite studios. For noarly flfty years hie
had been connoéted with Toronto Univorsity.
How maoy genorations of studemits bas bie
known ? Those wbo flrst attended bis lec-
tures and remain alive are now past mniddle
life, and witb thern ahl, even to the last year's
freshinen, bie stood ont a personification of
trained ability, invariable courtesy and
sympathetic kindness. No figure in the
literary, social and religions life of Toronto
bas been more faitbful in the performance of
the obligation whicb rests upon ail men,


