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of inquix'y. There is, probably, no other country in the world,
certainly not in Kurope, in which the principle of liberty of
Speech is carried into practice to so great an extent as in
Englang, Taking Germany, for instance, for the sake of
Comparison, we find that the struggle with Socialism is con-
stantly assuming larger proportions. The Emperor, in some of
his numerous speeches, has lately declared in substance that
the issue i squarely joined between Socizlism and the Aviny.
Need we hesitate, taking observationand history, tosay nothing
of what we know of human nature, as our guides, that the
Struggle iy growing, and is sure to grow, constantly fiercer,
with 5 corresponding increase of those classes of crime which
are the legitimate outgrowth of such a state of things. Why
1s not Socialism, which is undoubtedly strong in England,
the same source of dread there as in Germany ? Ts not the dit-
ference due largely to the ditferent manner in which its advo-
cates are met 7 In Lngland the safety valve of free speech is
left, as far g possible, wide open. The law-making and peace-
presﬁ!‘ving forces of the State are directed mainly against
deeds, not words. Theories, however wild and visionary, how-
ever destructive apparently of present methods of national and

Municipa} government, are, for the most part, left severely
&l(bne

X The consequence is that a great amount of the irrita-
tion in

evitably aroused by what free-thinking citizens are
Sure to regard as unjust restriction and persecution, is escaped,
and mych ill-feeling, leading to violation of the law, is
avoided. The moral is that it is safer and better to err on
t'he side of too much, than on that of too little, personal
llberty for the eitizen.

The arvest of a number of personsin Mon-

A Dastardly
y treal and elsewhere, on the the charge of

Crime.
arson, is an event which may well  attract

a-.la,l‘ge share of public attention.
Widualy are not, of course, to he accepted as equivalent to
Proof of guilt. The accused are entitled to the full benefit of
all doubts, until the question of their guilt or innocence
shall have been decided by the proper courts. Without as-

8 3 . . .
Uing, therefore, the guilt of any untried prisoner or sus-
pect‘: we

The charges against in-

may say that the crime is rightly regarded in law
35 one of the most serious in the whole catalogue of offences
againgt property and life.  We are not ardent advocates of
Capita] Punishment, but it seems to us that if the taking-off
0_ any class of criminals is necessary to the safety of the
Vs of citizens in a civilized state, Mr. Goldwin Smith’s ar-
8ument, ip o city daily, to the effect that not even deliberate
Wurder iy more deserving of the extreme penalty than de-

libep . . . . .
erate arson, is conclusive, particularly in the case of

- resj e . Lo .. .
“dences, or of buildings in the vicinity of inhabited
resi . - . :
Sidenceg, When these residences are in the heart

T a crowded city, nothing can exceed in moral turpitude
€ act of setting one of them on fire. When we come to
onsider the matter in another light, it seems to us almost
lonstralle that incediarism must be far more common
AN most of us are accustomed to suspect. The ratio of
r‘eS, including those immediately suppressed by modern ap-
Pliancey, surely far larger than it should be to satisfy ar;y
“Omputation of averages or theory of accidents. Tf not, it
g:::ztli)e that thg Rrecautiogs used to i{lsure b:afety, t,h'e con-
on of buildings and in connection with the lighting

Othep fiﬂifllng qf them, and the use of fire f(?r domestic and
be dustrial purposes, are far from what th‘ey Ought, to
" This whole matter is worthy of the closest investigation
all sides, and we hope that it is now about to receive it

It seems that the paragra}_)h in our lagt
issue on “The Manitoba Question” g
based on a misapprehension. The Glohe
®XPlaing that in the sentence we quoted, and on which we

A
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commented, from its Winnipeg special, the reference was to
Federal, not to Provincial legislation. We of course accept
with thanks the correction, which renders our comment point-
less.  The glint of light was, in this case, evidently subjec-
tive, not ohjective.

Dr. Parkin and Upper Canada College,
FIYHE banquet given by the National Club to Dr. Parkin,

the new Principal of Upper Canada College, was in
many ways remarkable, and may certainly be taken to argue
well for the future of -that great institution. The leading
members of the Club present and the invited guests repre-
sented largely the intelligence and the wealth of the great
City of Toronto, and the feeling prevalent was one of deep
interest in the College, of resolute determination in every
way to promote its interests, and of confident hope with re-
gard to its future.

In the first place, there was throughout the whole pro-
ceedings, the clearest and strongest recognition of the im-
portance of Upper Canada College as an institution, that, in
a certain sense, might he said to be necessary for the com-
pletion of our educational system. Our public schools, our
high schools, and our collegiate institutes are admitted, on
all hands, to be first rate

about as good as could be expect-
ed or had under the circumstances, But there is an advan-
tage in variety, and moreover there is the religious ditliculty
For
believe in denominational education there ave several very
good schools of which Trinity College School at Port Hope is
But there is certainly also room for

which weighs heavily on many minds. those who

an excellent example.
a great school, like Upper Canada College, founded and con-
ducted on religious and Christian principles without heing
denominational. We quite recognize the ditficulty of such a
system ; hut we believe that, where those in authority are
in thorough sympathy with it, much good may result from
it.

And this brings us to the principal subject of the even.
ing—the Head Master of the College—in whose honour the
most

favourable impression upon those who et him for the first

banquet was given. Dr. Parkin certainly made a
time, while to others he was already favourably known. His
speech, if, perhaps, a trifle lengthy, was yet admirable,
altogether to the point, showing a most complete and
thorough understanding of the whole subject, and an admir-
able temper in regard to the work which lies before him.

Dr. Parkin’s expressions of anxiety, or at least of difli-
dence, in reference to the work before him, were quite natur.
al and even creditable. Tt is not merely that he will have
to carry a heavy burden ; but he takes up the work under a
certain amount of discouragement. For many reasons the
school is not as prosperous as its friends would wish it to be :
and commercial affairs have not et recovered sutliciently to
aftord us the hope of immediate extensive improvement. And
we confess that we have better hopes of a man who shows
some amount of self-distrust than of one who is absolutely
sure of success. And this is specially the case, when the
diffidence produces no paralysig of activity. There was a °
hopeful ring in the Principal’s voice, and that which is per-
haps even better, a resolute tone which meant unmistake-
ably : No one can be sure of succeeding ; but we may at
least deserve success, and we mean to deserve i,

And this resolve rests on good grounds. We know of
no man, on either side of the Atlantic, who possesses, in so
large a degree, the various qualifications which meet in Dr.
Parkin. A mere scholar, from the English universities,
however able, who knows nothing of the social conditions
existing among ourselves, would be very apt to make mis-



