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Current  Topics.

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
The Manitoda
School Act.

cil has given what may be regarded as its
final decision on the Manitoba School Law,
_Pe“‘_“ng the arrival of the full text of their Lordship’s find-
Mg it will be useful at this stage to indicate precisely how
8(5 Case stands so far as the decision itself is concerned.  Tn
\ 92 the Privy Council affirmed the validity of the Manitoba
ai};:(;ll A.cb, declaring ’tlmt thougl.l the Roman Catholics have
gal right to establish and maintain separate schools they
Ve no legal right to any funds raised for educational pur-
p?:e;l}'{))iil?lllf}ic ;LssessmTent, or _paid‘by way of subsides out of
ougl tllc treasury. I\ow. it is affirmed in substance t]mF,
g0 the Roman Catholics were not deprived by the Mani-
o School Act of any legal right, they were deprived of some
l'lgl}t or privilege,” the deprivation of which entitles them
l:g‘:ﬁ ftt. the hands of th('a Governor(%nerajl—in»Council of
ot Whilt;non, ul.lder the Bntmh' Norf;h A]nencg Act and the
ably Peb l.constltuted the Pf'uwlnce n} 1870. It would pro-
quire & close analysis of the judgment delivered by

ord \; .
o d Métcnnghten in 1892 and the one delivered by Lord
aNce - . . M
fcellor Hershell this week to either reconcile them or

‘_s oW whe

im Meanwhile the
. Medjat,

e effect of the later decision is to throw upon the

rein they conflict with each other.

Ovey . . . 1ty -
Nor-General’s advisers a very serious responsibility. On

N L .
eul d(,vo.]ves the task of finding a solution of a very diffi-
ﬂctioquesmon’ and as there is no necessity for immediate

the “?ht)hey would do well to take time enough to consider
it iy tak € matter with extreme care. The action taken, when
the Pl’iven’ shoul.d’ be suqh as will give effect in good faith to
ma‘inte, '.Y Councﬂ_s ﬁl_ldmg szi yet 'be compatible with the
lqe&l ) 1(1,11(.36 of unimpaired Provincial jurisdiction over purely
luestions.

that American
Jingoism, reinforced by the personal ani-
Pesiden mosity which t‘akes, delight in thwarting

Cleveland whenever possible, may succeed in

There is reason to fear

Internaﬁ onal
A"blt!‘ati on.

defeating any proposal which may be submitted to Congress
pledging the nation to arhitration in case of the failure of
diplomacy to settle any difference which may, at any time,
arise with the British Nevertheless the fact
that Mr. Cremer was able to submit to the President, a week
or two since, a memorial signed by 354 members of the Brit-
ish Parliament in favour of a treaty or mutual covenant of
the purport indicated is one of the most remarkable signs of
the time. The fact that the idea did not originate wholly
with the British, as a resolution looking in the same direc-
tion was introduced in Congress during its last session by

Fovernment.

Senator Allison, of Towa, makes the movement all the more
hopeful. Tt may, in fact, be pretty confidently said that the
question of the’ vatification of such a treaty isx but one of
time. Tt is difficult to see how anyone, who honestly desires
justice, peace and friendship between the two great English-
speaking nations, can hesitate to support the proposal.  Arbi-
tration may not be a perfect safeguard of the rights of the

nations concerned. Arbitrators arve subject, like other men,

“to infirmities of judgment and temper, hence may not always

give absolutely just decisions.  But nothing can be more cer-
tain than that, laying aside all other considerations such as
the appalling suffering and the irreparable injury to the
material and moral well-being of hoth countries which would
inevitably result from war, the conclusions reached by a
hoard of properly chosen arbitrators ave much more likely to
be just to both, than any decision resting upon mere super-
iority in iron-clad navies, the destructiveness of projectiles,
ov the skill of generals and admirals, could possibly be, see-
ing that the latter have no velation whatever to the mevits

of the questions in dispute,

On general principles we helieve in the
Testimony in

Camon fullest possible publicity in all matters of
AMera,

executive administration and judicial inves-
tigation. One of the best safeguards of popular liberty and of
impartial justice is to have all transactions affecting the one
or the other carried on in the light of day. Star-Chamber
methods, or any modification of them, would be wholly out
of keeping with the spivit of free institutions, and would
not be tolerated by democratic peoples. Ttinay be questioned
whether, even in Canada, Governments are not being
permitted gradually to take to themselves larger executive
powers than are wholly consistent with the spirit of our
constitution, as witness the arbitrary decisions which are
from time to time heing made in the matter of fixing rates
of duty and punishing alleged infractions of the tariff laws,
to say nothing of such things as the uncertainty in which
the people are kept in regard to the time of dissolution of
parliament or legislature, and the consequent general elec-
tions. But there is a golden mean, a limit to be fixed by
reason and common-sense in all things. The exception which
proves the rule may be as necessary in its wayv as the rule
itself. A case in point is the proper and wise suggestion of
the Crand Jury and of the ofticers of the Children’s Aid
Society that it is a shame to force women and even young
girls to give evidence in a certain class of cases in open
court. These cases are, unhappily, all too frequent, and the
knowledge that one of them is to come up is sufficient to fill




