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believe in the continnity of individual life because of iLs
inoomprehensibility. "lExistence around us," hie goes on
to Say, Iilluminated by modern sciences, is full of ante-
cedently incredibie occurrences ; one more or less maires
no logical difrence. . . . Does anybody find the
doctrine of the Incarnation incredibie ?rhe nearest rose-
bush may rebuke bim, since he will sec there the aphides,
which in their wingless state produce witbout union
creatures like thomsolves ; and these again, though
uncoupled, bring forth fresh broods, down to the tentb or
eleventh goneration; when, behold 1 winged maies and
females suddenly resuit and pair." "lMiracles " are cheap
enough 1Il"Another consideration having some farce is
that we shouid flnd ourselves speculating about this natter
at ail. Ail the other aspirations of infancy, youth and
manhood turn eut more or iess, as tino relis, to have been
prophecies. . . . There is a significance like the breath
of a perpetual whisper froui nature in the way in which
the theme of bis own immortaiity teases and haunts a man.
Note also that hie discussies it least and decides about
it inost dognaticaily in those divîner moments when the
breath of a bigh impulse sweeps away work.a-day doubts
and selishrieses. What a blow te the philosophy of
negation is the sailor leaping froin the taffraîl of bis ship
into an angry sea to cave bis conrrade or to perish with
hin1I le has nover read either Plato or Schopenhauer-
perhaps net eveu that heavenly verse, 1 Whoso loseth his
life for My sake, the samne shali cave it.' But arguments
which are as far beyond philosophy as the uncenscieus life
is deeper than the censcious sufficiently persuade im to
plunge."

On the subject of death not staying, but hastening, the
development of the individual, Sir Edwin bas a fine
thought or two wîth which we must now conclude.
IlBieth, " lie renarirs, "lgave to each of us much ; death
may give very mucli more. It may give us subtier senses to
behold colourd we cannot hore soc, to catch sounda we do
not now hear, and to be aware of bodies and objects
impalpable at pre8ent to us, but perfectly real, intelligibly
constructed, and censtituting an organized cociety and
a govemned, multiformi Stato. Wbere does nature show
signa of breaking off lier magic, that she should stop at the
five organs and the Hixty or seventy elements ? Are wc
free te aprcad over the face of this littie earth and nover
freed to sproad through the colar systen and boyond it 7
If death onde the man and ccsmic convulsions finish off ail
the constellations, then we arrive at the insane conception
cf a universe possibly oinptied of every forai of being,
which is the inoat unthinkable and incredible of ail
conclusions."

But we cannot continue te draw npon these beautiful
re-settings of the "lintimations of immortality." As men's
minds risc into higbcr planes of thouglit and science con-
tinues its revelations, they wiil net bo the final word, oven
in the religion cf nature. We could wish that they
formed a part of the actual gospel of Baddhîsm, se barren
ià it of coinfort in the presence of deatb. Thon miglit we
extol the ethics cf its founder, and sec in bis precepts
sometbing cf more value that the Ilrenuinciation"» cf home
and homes canctities and a sombre loathing cf life. Our
thanirs are net the bass duo or bass unfeignedlyaccorded to Sir
Edwin Arnold. He bas given us a glowing picture of a land
of vivid colon r, cf bright lowers, andi glati cunshine. A landi
of aong> ha bas aluo made it a land cf romance. Rfis poutic
sympathies and fervid genius bave lit up for Western
roaders an old historic faith. Would that that faitb were
more wortby the beart-trust cf itR Eastern disciples, or
that, dinoarding Krishna, tbey night receive the Christ.

0. MsaosEn ADAN.

MHONTREfAL LEZ'TER.

THE LABOUR CONGRES$.

j1 ONDAY, September 2ad, having been announced by
luI the Mayor as a public holiday in honour cf tbe
meeting in Montreal cf the Dominion Trades andi Labour
Congresa, business generally was set aside, and the city
was in fête attire. The session was inaugurateti by a
public parade cf 25,000 men in presence cf onormous
crowds cf citizene, threugb streets gaily decorateti and
enlivened by music, flags, bannera, mottees andi officiai
regalia. The strean was two anti a haîf heurs long, anti
the day so auspicioualy commenced was concluded at tbe
Exhibition grounda in games anti friendly conteste cf sirili
in varicus forais, among whicb the meet conspicacus wore
races for presidents, for presidents' wives, for delegates,
for members cf labour organizations, for marrieti women,
for young women, andi an amuing one for fat mon.

The session for work openeti the following momning in
the City Council Chamber, wbere an addrescf wel come
fron Alderman Rollandi in bebaif cf the Mayor was read,
an-i a reply fron the Preident of the Congroe waa
delivered. -Thereafter the meetings wore beld in a bal
cf leKs pretence and were entbusiastically attendeti by an
intelligent anti carnest set cf men, wbo if tbey exhibiteti
at imes the littie knowledge wbich îa dangerous, at least
sbowed an inclination te conviction and onlightenment.

The platform cf the Congress demanda reform cof
abuses, equal riglits te ail, the abolition cf ail laws whîcb
work with a bias, eight heurs' work in the day, and a juat
proportion of tbe wealth wbich labour producea. The
Secretary's statement reported 200 affiliateti bodies, suffi-
dient revenue for expenees, and an improvement in organi-
sation which constituteti the chief work cf the past year.
A bar@ outline of the ground gone over by the Oongress,

and an idea cf the far-reaching questions with which it
intenda te occupy itself in the future, may be formnet fron
a glance at resolutions proposed, discusseti, anti carrieti
with more or less unanimity:

Thiat the systemn of subsidizing railways by land and money grants
is detrimental te the best interests of the country, and that this con.
grass request the Governmnent ta discontinue said practice, but that
when need arises the Governinent shall provide facilities to the citizens
of this country ta exchange their products with each other, and nlot
delegate this important duty ta private corporations.

That a Dominion Einploytirs' Liabiiity Act, uniform in its opéra-
tion in ail Provinces alike, is necessary to place the citizens of Canada
upon an equai footing in this respect.

That, in the opinion of this Congress, any terme of stipulations
other than the rendering of an equivalent for wages insisted upon or
denanded by atopi yerm in the engagement of employées shouid be
declared by law nuil and voii; and that any attempt at their exaction
be deciared a criminal ofance, punishable by imprisomnent for a ope-
ciflc period on proof and conviction in any court of competent juris-
diction. Be it theref are resolved that bath the Provincial and Demi-
nion Governmnents be respectfully petitioned to introduce and pass
into law measures ta that effect.

That this Congress appraves of the use of Union labels and hereby
recommends ta the subordinate bodies represented ta see that such
labels are "n ail inanufactureri goodm which they may purchase, and in
whicb callings labels are in use by labour.

That wheuever tenders are called for by eitber Federal or Pro.
vincial Gavernmepnts, ar by any manicipality, far the building of any
public work or the performance of any public service, and where in
the building of sncb wark or the performance of any public service
workman will be exnployed belongimg ta a trade or calling in wbich
there la a usuai andi cnmonly recognized seale of wages, nane shall
be alwed ta tender wha have at any tinse during the previaus twelve
months paid legs than the standard rate of wages in such trade or
calling.

That in the opinion of this Congruas the Provincial Goverumant
should take steps ta estabiish printing offices in whicb ail légal Gov-
ernient printing and the publication of school books sbauld ha done.

That the lProvincial Gavernments be asked ta transfar the allow-
auce now enjayad by the univaritias and collages ta the public scbaals
for the purpose of further pramating their etficiency and providing
the pnpils of sncb schools with books frge of charge.

1That the Goverument establish offices where the warkingmen ont
of employment could ga and enquire ta obtain employment.

That, in coniformnity with the principle of equity, the labourer
sbauld have a tret lien ta the extent of his wages on ail bis labour
creates, irrespectiva of ownership.

That in the opinian of tbjs Congress the interests af the female
workers require that feniale inslectors of factories and worksbops
should be appointed by the Gaverninent, and that in order tbat tbe
duties of sncb feniale inspecters when appointed shall net be performed
in a nerely perfunctory miner, the wishes of tbe varions labour bodies
sbouid hu comsuted in mnaking sncb appointments.

Tbat as the violation afgany law wltbfiînpunity tends to bring the
Governmmmt juta disreputa, and ta make aur judiciary systeni ridicu-
lons, this Congress demands the appointnient of ona or mare officers
in each judicial district whose duty it woald be ta ta prosacute ail
parties vialatimmg or avading any law, aither lacal or Fédérai.

That whereas the giving of piecewark ta apprentices is dtrimantal
ta the goad and weifare of their future as journeymnen, and aise a
menace ta trades unions generaily, ha it therefare rasalved,

'1hat this Congress pétitian bath the Lacal and the Dominion
Parliainents at their naxt session ta have an addition matie ta their
respective Factory Acte, naking it unlawfuî for auy employer ta give
apprenticas piecawork, except in the lest year of said appreuticasbip,
and that this Congress requesta that ail trades unions and Knights of
Labour assmoblies petitian their respective members of bath lieuses
of t'arliament ta give the matter their uniteti support.

This (Jangrass calîs on the Quebec Législature ta enact a iaw for
the prtection of workingmen ini the Port of Quebec and Lavis, that
ail praprietors of floating booms hacampelled ta keep sncb boomns in
proper order so as taeIrevent accidents, and that the wharves ha kept
in gaod order, and tbat ail persoa neglecting sncbi means of preventian
shail ha beld hiable for compensation iu case of accident.

That this Congrass places itself upon record in approval of Bill
No. 8, introduced by H. H. Cook in the Hanse of Gommons dnring
last session of the Faderai Parliament, entitled, " An Act for the axa-
mination and Iicensiný of persans baving charge of statianary steam
angines and other dlevices worked under pressure, "and wbich measura
faihed in beîng placad on the statutes of tbe country

That the Governinont ha petitioned ta repeal the clause in the
Seoamens Agreement Act not allowing any appeal aftar a conviction
of any offence, antd giving nil persan8 charged 1-nder said Act the right
ta ha tried hy jury.

That ail religiaus4 institutions, industrial sehools, refarmatories,
penitentiaries or prisons in wbicb any article of trade is manufactnred,
or in which the labour performeti entera into comptitian with outside
free labour shonid net, in tua opinion of this Cangress, receiva any
grants or subsidies front the Governmant, ither Local or Federal.

Wbereas, land is necessary ta life and ta the exercise of labour.
Wheraas, no ganeratian af men bave a right taosali farever the land
that must neetis ha used by ail succaading genrations ; and

Whereas, the immense land grants of recent years hy which vast
tracts of the public heritage bave beeu ceded ta railway corporations
is varv injurions ta tbe cammon Waai; and

'Wbereas, land speculation, go rapidly developîng in aur cities, is
anorsnously increaaing the rente paid by ail Who require ta use land

adWharaas, the vaine of land, wbich is created net by individual
labour but by the growth of population-that is, hy the whole coin-
mnunitvy beloinge to the people lu the saieenanner as the praduct of
the labaur af aacb individual blongs ta him ; and

Whereas, tbe withholding of land froin use causes a perpetual
congestion of the labour market ; therefore, ho it resolved,

That this Congress, representative of Canadian workmen, does
hereby express its approval of tbe HenrY George land rafornu, and
résolves ta take ail lawful measures for tbe Promotion of land nation-
alization by maeans of tbe taxation of land ta its fu annmal rentai
valua, irreepective of improvements.

And further, that wae aul upon the farmrna of Ontaria-our
ca-workars--ta aid us in aur endeavours ta tbus lighten the taxation of
labour and place public bnrdans upan theahalmst untaxed fruits of the
land spéculation.

Tbhat we ask the Ottawa (icvernmient ta paso a law compeliing
eigar dealers ta aithjar hum or break the boxes after they are emptiad.

That tbis Congçreas ask the Dominion (zovernmant ta enforce the
Internai Revenue Dapartment régulatieons re the transfarance of cigare
f romn boxes hefore sale.

Tbat the iaw ha amended se as ta PUY tihe petit jurers $2 instead
of 50 cents, whicb they are gtting at prasant.

That tbis cengress pétition the Govemumient te pass a iaw compel.
ling ail vessais, whether'steanu or sali, navigating the inlaud waters of
Canada, ta carry ccmpetent crews of seameln; and aise a law making
it neoessary ta bave huiles and rigging properly inspectati by compétent
man appointad for that purlose ; and aie a law te stop the haading of
vessais haiaw a certain mar , te ho designatad hy law.

That this Congrees patition the Dominion Goverument te amand
Suh8ectian 2 of Section 13 of 4hapter 173 cf the Revised Statutes of
Canada that said section shall read, 1'that ne prosecution shall hae
maintainabie against any persan or persoa for conspiracy for refusing
ta work with or for eny employer, or for doiug any aot or causing any
act te ha dona fer tise purpose of a trada cembnation unless such act le
an offence punishable hv statute."

That, witb the abject ef facilitating the adjustment of disputes
arising betwe employais cf labeur andi employées, it hae an instruc-
tien te the Législative Comnmittea cf this body te seuit the enactmnent
of sncb législation, ither Faderai or Provincial, as wilI provide machi-
nery under which boards of arbitratien rmay ha providati fer with
power te act in sncb casas, anti whose verdicts Wil have force of law.

That, in the opinion of this Congress, intempérance is ana of the
greatest drawbacks ta the prasperity andi social standing of the Young
men of this country.

That tise Domninion Trades andi Labeur Congrus colils upon ail
labour organisations throughouxt thé. ountry te nuethir uinflueuoe ln

their respective lecaities in the direction cf prometing and encouraging
temperance.

Wheraas, at the present tima female labour is manipulateti and
useti as a means cf reducing the price of labour in general ; and ln
trades where tisa famale le se used ta the tietriment of the maIe labour,
nas examplifieti particularly in the printing business, she le ecarceiy
ever properly taught said tratia or given an opportunity of earning a
fair rate of wages, baing merely usati for the time heing as a laver te
reduce the price of labour; and whereas, if waman is ta ha racagnizati
as a cumpetitar n the labour market sncb competition shoulti ho on a
fair hasis, hrought about by bier gaing tbrougb tise saine routine of
learning a tratie as the maie, and consaquently getting the saine rate
of wages; therafare, resolved:

That the Dominion Tredes and Labour Congress strongiy dis-
countenauce this evil, anti requests that amployars of labour ha urgeti
ta pay the woman the saime wages as the man for the sanie clas cf
work properiy dona.

That this (Jongrees, recognizing the great injary dona ta organizeti
labour in tise passage into law bit the Federal Parliament last session
of an Act entitlati, " An Act for tise pravention and suppression cf
combines formati in restraint of trade, " ha it therefora an instruction
ta the Lagislative Commnittea ta lose no time lu sacnring, if possible,
sncb legisiation as will give organîzed labour at laast that legal stattus
of which it bas beau depriveti by the Act refarreti te.

That the continueti and systematic axpanditure cf large sumo cf
public money lu encauraging ta this country paupers, indigents andi
orpisans frein abroed is a grass injustice te the peaple cf Canada, and
in particular ta the working classes ; therefore, ha it resoiveti, that it
1tisa mprative duty of the Governmants ta peremptorihy ahohiiss tise
exisigimigration systenu, and that dlue care shoulti ha axerciset inl
prevanting the introduction of sncb classes inta Canada, whether thav
ha sent under tise autbarity cf the Imperial Govarumeut or throngh
any other cisannel.

The questions before the Congress whiob calleti forth
the eloquence cf the mombers were those cf manual anti
technical labour, anti the movement te reduce the working
heurs cf the day to eigbt. On the former mucb diversity
cf opinion provaileti, anti much shrewd common sense was
exhibitoti. The debate founti iLs key note in the system
cf matnual training in achools proposeti by tbe Miniater
cf Education for Ontario. While favouring a judicioua
system cf technical education, the acheme proposeti by the
Hon. Minister was considereti projudicial te tbe intereata
of the wage-earnere. In ime of strikes thoso enjeying sucb
manual training weuld reapondti t the caîl cf employers,
anti the tradea would be fileti up with greenhorns. The
nembers of the Congres iti net want their chiltiren te be
greenhorna. The popularity cf any sucb acharne shewn by
the numbers paseîng through the achools was ne more to
be taken as a guide tban the expression cf popularity cf
our prison-bouses couiti ho estimateti by a cimilar compu-
taLion. Labour ant i u were ail tbey badti t protect,
anti thece coulti enly be protecteti by the oit system cf
apprenticesbip. A smattering migbt procure a young man
a situation. t weuld be cf ne use te bim in after life.
If the system of the Hon. Minister is intended, as iL is
frankiy admitteti to be, for the relief cf the professions,
let the professions relieve thenselves without injuring the
working classes. Lot the manual instruction be given in
the eveninga, anti net in the day when enly the btter classes
couiti avail theniselves cf iL. If tocbnical education tices
not reach the poor, the labouring classes neet net fear iL,
Wbat tbey bave te fear is the theoretic necbanic, the full-
blown, know-everytbing, wbo goes railroading tbrough an
entiro craft in twelve menthe, andti ten hies off as a
superintendent cf hundretis of mon wbo know more than
he. In sonse cf thece achools the teachers were incompe-
tent.* Young mon were placet in responcible positions
who were incapable cf anything boyond the moreat A B C.
On the othor banti iL was urgeti that if Quebec bad roaaon
to tireati the innovation, Ontario hati net. In that enlight-
eneti Province the workingmen wanted as mucb technical
anti sciontific knowledge as pe8sible atidedt t their manual
training. Sirilleti labeur je a relative torm. If every man
was akiliet, the torr would lose its moaning. In the
United States, native labeur waa being elbewed out by
foreign skill. In Canada we shali soon aoo the camne tbing.

The question cf reducing the labeuring day toecight
heurs was introduceti by the following resolutions:

Tisat the Dominion, Provincial, andi Municipal Geveruments ha
=eiiae to tiachara eigist heurs a egal day's work and that such

cesue a day's work fer ail em phoyees cf said Gavarumeut whether
lu thaîr imnifediate enupoymant or an contracts let by tisen.tot separate
coutractore, or givan ont by them eat day's work.

That thîs 6ongrase take action in tise direction of having lagisha-
tien intraducet iInta bath Local anti Dominion Parliaments ta tise
affect that eight heours par day, anti ne mare, ha a legal working day
au ail warks undar Governmant control.

That, iu the optinion of this Cougrass, the time bas arrivati when
cur Faderai anti Provincial G4ovemuments shmonit enact laws daclaring
eight bours par day a egai day's work in ali branches cf industry.
Andthte argumenta were ai on one aide. The eight hour
movement waiked the course. In Government work profit
waa ne objeet, and legialation was therefore the easier.
Firet compol Governuient to adopt the systen, anti the endi
was sure. The groat trouble in life is ever competition.
As civilization ativancea, deaires increase, but the absence
of money te procure their satisfaction aoon destreys the
desires. The real remedy is to reduce production. To
secure that we must shorten the heurs cf production,
When the heurs are shorteneti competition in labour will
be reducet, anti wagea will be increaseti. With an inorease
cf leisure cornes an increase cf moral growth. Labour
unions bave done maucb, but they can'L de ail. Tbey are
net perfeotly organizet. Government alone bas the power
te impose the law in the whole country. One-fifth cf the
labeur cf the world je idie, anti capital is deing ail iL can
te keepiitile. Af ter the struggle in Toronto botween the
Carpentora' Union anti their employers, the resuît was
eleven cents per heur more with shortenedti ime. An
eigbt heur day will Lake the surplus labour off the market.
No needti t fear the eight heur pay for the eight heurs'
work. Ton heurs' pay will follow on the heela cf the
eight hour day. Reduce the iength cf the working day,
anti wages will rise. An increaso in wages will increase
the purchasing power cf the workers. This in tumn will
benefit the manufacturera, andi increase production. CIerks
in Qovorument empîcyment work only six heurs par day.
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