Sixth Year,
Vol. Vi. No. 21,

TIHI WEEK
AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF POLITICS LITERATURE SCIENCE AND ARTS

PrRMA:—One year, $3.00; eight months, $9.00; four months, $1.00
Subscriptions payable in advanee.

ADVERTISEMENTS, unexceptionable in character and limited in num
ber, will be takeu at $4.00 per line per anmun; $2.00 per line for six
months; $1.60 per line for three monthsa: 20 conts per line per insertion
for a shorter period.

Subscribers iu Grreat Britain and Iveland supplied, postage prepaid,
on terms following; —One year, 128, stg.; half-year, 6. 88. Reuuittances
by P. 0. order or dratt shonld he made payable and addvessed to the
Publisher.

No advertisements charged less than five lines.
CLOUGHER, Husiness Munager, 5 Jordan Street, Toronto.

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Publisher.

Address —T. R,

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.
\ —
Torros—
Party Allegiance Shaken ...
The Granite Rink Meeting .
A Serious Misstatement....

Unobjectionable Farmers' Combines. 323
The New North-West Act................ 423
Reports of the Labour Connuission.. 324
lLiperial Federation a Deeawm ........... 824
Prospects of the Copyright ACh...........coovevioiiiieminnmmnee 324
Rushing to a Close .. 424
The Bteamehip SULSIAIOR.............c.ccveieiersiieeiaiair oo 324
Dr. Weldon's Extradition Bill 324
Reforms in Customs Methods ..................cooeeaevrceermimescosees 324
AN ATDISEAYY ProcodUre..........ooooviioieei oo eeeeviee e 324
Kiin Pasha and His Work ... 326
A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH wooovooeeivee s evavien e 325
Paris LECTER .4, B. 32,
A BprRING BoNa (Poem) 326
Orrawa LRTTRR .. . . U2
Juraa ALPINULA--A Myan, |, 327
MONTREAL LIVPTRR L e 327

CORREBPONDENCE —

Objections to Annexation...... . .. ... .Granville C. Cunningham, 328
THE PINKS VIGIL (Poemn) ... L William MeGill, 328
A PROMISE (P08M) ..o Adelaide D. Rollston, 328
THr HisTORY OF PROVFEBROR PAUL Continued...... Stuart Livingston, 329
My Wirg (Poem) ... ....lsperance. 330
THr MAKING o1 THE UNITED S1TATEH (Review)

.................. 330
READINGH PROM CURRENT LI'TERATURE oo i eeine 331
MUSIC AND THE DRAMA . Vatural, 381
OUR laBRARY TABLE ... 332
LITERARY AND PrERsoNATL Gossie |, 32
CHESK ... 333

Al articles, contbrihutions, and letters on matters pertaining to the editorial
department showld he addressed to the Editor, and not to any other
person who wuey be supposed to he cunnected with the paper.

H A'l.‘EV ER may be the direct outcome of the great
agitation aroused hy the Josuits' Fstates Act, which

a8 yet shows no sign of abatement, one indirect result of
great value bids fair to follow. The blind allegiance to
party which has so long divided the whole voting popula-
tion of the country into two great armies, each bound to
fol.low at all hazard whithersoever its chiefs might lead, is
being shaken as it was never shaken before. An illus-
tration of the contlict between lingering party loyalty and
the desire to further the new movement is afforded in the
eagerness with which it is sought by some of the agitators
to press the agitation into the service of overthrowing
Mr. Mowat’s adwinistration, and the anxiety no less
strong manifested by others to shield that administration
from any possible harm. Considerable advance in the
direction of rising above mere party politics has certainly
heen made, hut the najority will need to become much
more thoroughly in earnest, before they will be prepared
to go whither their convictions may carry them, regardless
of the effect upon the old party organizations. There can
he no doubt, one wouid suppose, in the mind of any
unprejudiced thinker that Mr. Mowat’s Government made
& serions mistake, and played directly into the hands of
the Ecclesiastics, who are the real managers of the Separate
Schools, when they consented to the changes in the Sepa-
rate School Law, which were made in 1886. Under the
old order of things which certainly seems to be the nacural
order, the taxpayer was assumed to be a Public School
supporter unless and until he declared his preference for
& Separate School. As the law now stands every Roman
Catholic parent is assumed to be a Separate School sup-
porter, unless and until he declares the contrary, and asks
to be classed among Public School supporters. The change

THE WELEK.

TORONTO, FRIDAY APRIL

26th, 1889.

can be defended on no broad principle. [Tt is clearly adapted
to strengthen and encourage the Separate Schools at the
expense of the Public Schools.  This no Government has
a right to do. low much better it would be for all who
disapprove this change, which to many minds must seem
more mischievous than the Jesuits’ FEstates Act itself, to
frankly condemn it, thus compelling Mr. Mowat to repeal
the obnoxious clause, and restore the Public Schools to
their old footing. '

S a means of arousing popular enthusiasm with a
view to definite action along some specific line, such
demonstrations as that of Monday evening at the Granite
Rink in this city are, no doubt, eflective.  For the impar-
tial discussion of a difficult question of justice or public
policy they are manifestly of little worth. Speakers and
hearers are, as a rule, all on one side. No unprejudiced
mind desirous of weighing fairly the merits of the contro-
versy could hear or read such a speech as that of Mr.
MecCarthy, for instance, without earnestly echoing the
speaker’s own wish that Sir John Thompson had been
there to answer for himself. Where all present are of
one mind the temptation to belittle the force of counter
arguments i8 almost irresistible. We do not think that
anyone who had carefully read the Parliamentary debate on
the question of disallowance of the Jesuits’ Estates Act,
whatever his own opinions might be, could deny that the
weighty considerations which influenced the action of the
leading statesmen of the Dominion on hoth sides of politics
were insufliciently presented, if they could be said to be
presented at all, in the speeches at the Rink. However
fully persuaded the Protestant majority may be in their
own minds that the thirteen were right and all the other
members of Parliament wrong, it 13 scarcely reasonable
for them to hold that the thirteen have a monopoly of all
the patriotism and other statesmanlike virtues in Parlia-
ment. And yet that seems to have been about the size of
Mr. McCarthy’s claim in that part of his exordium in
which he accounted for the largeness of the majority vote
on the ground that both parties were anxious “to prove
that they were the best friends of the Liower Canadian
party, governed by the hierarchy, marshalled and led to
maintain power, place and pelf in the Dominion.” As one
aspiring to the rank of a statesman, Mr. McCarthy should
have more faith in the honesty of those with whom he has
been so long allied. His views of Canadian political mor-
ality are depressingly pexsimistic. The public can but
wonder that he has been so long in finding out his Parlia-
mentary colleagues and coming out from among them.

et

HE wore impartial hearers of the speeches at the Rink
must have been struck with the apparent inability of

the various speech-makers to put themselves in the place
of the responsible Parlinmentary leaders, and give their
full force to the various considerations which must determine
and ought to determine the action of such leaders in so
important a matter. A singular instance of the tendency
of popular orators, under such circumstances, to lose the
judicial temper and venture on rash assertions was afforded
in the speech of Rev. Dr. McMullen, who occupies the
high position of the Moderator of the General Asgembly of
the Preshyterian Church in Canada, No one can for a
moment suppose that Dr. McMullen would for any con-
sideration utter a word that he did not at. the moment
believe to be perfectly accurate. Would it have been too
much to expect that bhefore committing himself to an
important statement on so serious an occasion, such a
speaker would have taken the utmost pains to assure him-
self of the fact! And yet, unless grossly misreported in
the Globe, Dr, MecMullen] actually told his audience that a
motion for the disallowance of the New Brunswick School
Act of 1871 was carried in the House of Commons by a
majority of 35, and that Hon. Alexander Mackenzie and
Hon. Edward Blake voted for its disallowance ! The facts
of the case, as any one will find on reference to the journals,
are that a motion offered by Mr. Dorion, that  this House
regrets that His Excellency the Governor-General had not
been advised to disallow the School Act of 1871, passed by
the Legislature of New Brunswick,” was voted down by a
majority of 119 to 38, Messrs, Blake, Mackenzie, and
nearly all the leading members on bpth sides of the House
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voting in the majority. Mr. Mackenzie, it is true, wmoved
that the opinion of the Law Ofticers of the (frown, and, if
possible, of the British Privy Council, should be taken,
touching the constitutionality of the Act, and his motion
was carried. The result was that so far from the Act
liaving been disnllowed it went into operation, and ix still
in operation in New Brunswick, to the satisfaction, so far
ay appears, of all parties. 'The most noteworthy feature of
the affair was that in that case, just as in the one now
under discussion, the leaders of both parties, putting aside
personal opinion and fecling, took their stand on the broad
ground of the constitutional rights of the Province atflected.

ARMERS are, naturally enough, the most uncompro-
miging enemies of trusts and combinations.  No doubt
they are sometimes disposed to regret their own inability
to fight fire with fire, by forming combinations and trusts
amongst themsclves.  Occasional attempts have been made
to do something of that kind, but with very indifferent
guccess. The great number and comparative isolation of
the tillers of the soil must always vender concerted action
on a large scale difticult, if not impossible.  But a para-
graph that has lately appeared in some of the papers
suggests the possibility of a certain kind of farmers’ com-
bination that secms feasible onough, and might prove very
greatly to their advantage. It i3 said to have heen dewm:
onsgtrated that in the most fertile plains of California, by
the judicious employment of machinery on a grand scale,
wheat can be raised, threshed, and stored ready for ship-
ment at a total cost of cight cents per bushel. 1t has for
gome time past been evident that the growing competition
of wheat cultivated by the cheap labour of India and other
eastern countries iy likely at no distant day to bring down
the price to a figure which will reduce the American and
Canadian farmor to despair. The thought sugzgested ix
this : Seeing that in our own North-West we have all the
natural conditions in soil, climate, and immeasurable
stretches of level prairie, for carrying on operations on
the largest scale, why should not a number of neighbouring
farmers combine lands, capital, and labour to the utmost
limit of reduction of cost in wheat-raising, and thus com-
mand the markets of the world ¥ This would be precisely
analogous to what has been accomplished in various maunu-
facturing industries, with all the object,ionahle features of
the combine omitted. Such combinations would be pre-
ferable for mmany obvious reagons to the accumulation of
vast quantities of land in the hands of individuals or com-
panies, with their possibilition of wischievous mouopoaly in
the future.

ATHEN the Act establishing the North-west Council in

its present form was under discussion we took occasion

to point out that such an Act could not satiafy the natural
aspirations of the people of the Territorien for any length
of time. We wondered why, having gone so far, the
Government did not go further and give a good measure
of relf-government, instend of a nondescript compound of
autonomy and absolutism. We are glad to note that a
large advance is now to be made. Mr. Dewdney’s North-
west Bill falls short in only two or three important par-
ticulars of virtnal local self-rule. Lt is understood to
confer on the Council most of the powers of a Provincial
Legislature, including the right of direct taxation for
territorial and municipal purposos, the ontablishment and
tenure of territorial oflices, the establishment, mainten-
aneco and management of prisons, the framing and control
of municipal institutions, the bestowal of licenses of various
kinds for revenue purposes, the “control of property and
civil rights, incorporation of companies for local purposes,
administration of justice within the usnal local limitations,.
golemnization of marriage, ote.  The chief respects in
which the Counci! or Legislature will fall short of the full
status of the other Provincial l.egislatures are that it
cannot borrow oney, manage and sell public lands, or
establish asylums and hospitals. Why the last named right
should be withheld will perhaps be inade clear in discussion,
as also whether the principle of a vesponsible wministry is
to be introduced in lien of the somewhat despotic powera

now assigned to the Lieutenant-governor. The Bill evi-

dently goes very far in the direction of the full measure of
home rule which must be reached at an early day.




