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BRITSU OLUIUAINSURANÇB IN 1918

Fire Insurace Lussesi Over Five Dollars Per Capita-
P'racticaily Ail Liws Show Growtli

D URING the. year 1918 there were 109 conipanies floing
rL ire insurance business in British Columibla, of wich

ail but one hsd Dominion licensesi, according te the report of
W. G. Garrett, superintendent of in8urance fer British
Celombin, wiiichi has,. just beeni is5uedl. Seveti tire comipanies
enteredl the province durlnig thre yeair, and one withdrew.
Bath preiiinuis and lasses s4hewed inicreasesq. The report re-
fers ta the tire preventien movemient, aknd the formation of
the, B.C. lire Prevenition League. Work in the field of tire
inquiry and inspection has been carried on by J. A. Thomas,
wiio was appolnted under the. 1918 amrendments ta the. B.C.
lire Insurance Art. Referring te tire insurance, Mr. Garrett
sayi.-

"The t'ire staitistics are net se satisfactory as during the.
p)ait feW yearm. There is a conisiderable inerease ln the nwn-
ber of tires sud the inount of lisg. The. latter figures fer
the. tirt tiie exceed $2,000,000, miaking an average loris per
dl.e ef ver $5,000 and a per replia lois ot $5.25, witii 400,-
000 as a, roundi estimi.t et population for the province. It
siieuldl b. observed that the lusses shown comprise only lusses
covered byv insurauce. The difference between the twe sets
of figures, lems tire ameount covered iiy unlirensed insurance, lu
abuolute lais. The larger figures for 1918 1 aicribe in part
te al more conipiete series of reports sudl tu the eniianced
values et pireperty dvstroyed. With regard te reports. I miay
remiark that the p)ersans sq nd vonipanies4 regpeiuble are fln
thmrn more premnptly and lu better shapeit tiai n t h. past. It
lnalhoped that tii. Importance et iceeping these remprehensive
statlsticrs wlll b. fuily reializedlu inerder that effective steps
may lie devlsedi for al reductien of the tire waste. lut par-
ticular. 1 shdould like te st a still further re-durlion lu the
nuniber (if tires ef 'unknown' enigin. Experlence gsined by
investigation wlll, neo deulit, tend te produre Iliat resuit. It
la huped, mioretiver, thaI the. campalgn for tbrltt and con-
servation wlll beur fruit und the. figures for 1919 show a
distinct Imiprovenient. Ne one who examines the, stallatici
cani fail te b. atruck by the. numnerousq instances where Care-
lussnesti onily ias the. reasoeu for the. tire. Many of tissle tires
are ne doulit inisignlticant il, thoeiselves, but revlewed lu the.
aggregtite snd wli a realilatlon ot the. danger attachilng te

gvery tire they are extremecly serlous.

Hi4gi Louxes li Districts
>4Anatlysiil the. figures sund cemparlng thim wlth 19*17,

wuid thaI the, lesses ln the. district miunlcipallties aire main-
ly rsponshble for the lrreased,( loss. Burnaby, Delta, Maple
Ridge, P'oint Grey, ani Rlcnmond show corislderably higiier
figuia the. last nanied due tu the conflagration la Stevestan.
Among the, cilles Vancouver's tires and losses a11k. record
Inres5u5, acoutitinic for 75 per ent. of the total toses lu

Cit muicialiiel. ts ver cupilta loris in hiicher than the

lguiier-anuz, prernais3, une t
marehouse, and a store, and
importance et proper ipe
Stevesten tire, wich mai dt
lie moral et tiiese figures as
tiauous attention miiould lIx
iereslty ot keeplug plants

hasard.
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"Five formai tire investigations were held under the
'Blritish Comuba Fire Insurance Act' as amended ini 1918,
and although ne case of arien came te light, there is no doubt
that the laquiries were beneficial. Apart front these, 1Ir.
Thomias lias conducted numneraus investigations with the.
ainm of preventing tires, and ini that field has achieved fine
resuits.",

Lit e snd Other Lines
Tii. numnber of insurance cempanies, ether than tire,

delng business was 107, et whin 88 had Dominion licensea;
161 companies came in during the year, 2 withdrew, and à
supplemientary licenses were isiued. There is noir ever $100,-
0001,000 of lite insurauce in force lu the province. Premiums
for miiscellaneous insurance shewed an increase ef $200,000;
automnobile, marine, sîckneis, and accident insurance ail
shoiee incresses, wie emiployers' liability showed a decline.

Mr. Garrett's report cencludes as follews:
"Tii. legislature at its session this year carried lIet

practice the. prianiple et unitorni legialation by enactiug a
neir 'Fire-insurance Pollcy Act.' The. stalutory conditians
centaine(] la the art are practicslly identiral with tiese in
force ln Alberta, Saskatchewan, Maniteba, and Ontarie. Thi,
other amieadments te tht s4tatutes relating te iasurance doa
net rail] fer special mention.

,'Allusion siiould b. made te the resolution ef tht legis-
lature that 'early consideration by the. goverrnment et Jiegis..
lation with respect te State Heaih Insurance . . . la de-
sirable. It is a miatter fraught witii great petentiallîles for
both sucres, ani failure, State insuranice oft li kind lias, ef
course, been ln existence for niany yeari in Germany aud for
sonme tew years ln Enzland. but ln America it in a novelty.
There has been recently- mnii debate an(d close investigation
by our nelgibors acrois the. line, andin sorne states the
question has been put totvteIi ofut.et peuple; fer exampke,
la Caltorula, miiere Il was rejerted. The arguments pro and
cou are naturaily very numerous andtheii conslderations ia-
volved et grave importance, Il msy lie asserted thi.i th. ex-
perleace ef Eniglandit and Germany inso ett1e value in dle-
terminlng %vhetiier suvh proposais are practicable ln lii
province. Tii, conditions efthle population aud the ares
affecte(], beh leading fartera, are se different. There in a
large body ef opinion lu tht United States adverse te muci
iitatte insurance, and tht monst notable elemeut et the. opposition
iî the Amierican Fedleratien af Labor, whichisl absolutely
hostile. Tht public here secils te bce uttle acquainted mi
the subject and itrs ramlifiations, ami tht hope may li. ex-
prealsed tiat the. press wili tiioroughly inveâigate it betore
urglng eitier its adoption or rejection.

-The, loes ly tire iiavlpg durius recent years gromu te
suri perilous dimensions, legislatian reapecting prevention et
tire waa enacted in April lait by Parllamient. Provisions hav.
been .nibodled la tie erlmnla code, mslclng negligence under
certainl crrsuznnces4 a crime. Tii. aniendmnents sre se lin-
portant liat 1 fuel tiey, should recelve as machi pubuicity as,.
possible.

"Lait year 1 ventured te iluggeit In my report liat the.
inaurance acs reterred te should ho conselldaled, sud the.
experlence Of anotiier year han coafirmied the virw 1 lien
entrtaned.

"Tigre in, tee, aur increaslng ntupiber of lnuranre agents
mu taver et leglalation whici would make a license a neces-
sary qualification before any oae canif art ais such agent.
Otiier provinces and miany slatom have a lam ef this klud,
and 1 be.lleve! 1 are correct ln saaing that everywiiere it has
proved et igh value, net only te the. public, but aise te the,
lnsurance fraterrlity. The iubject deserves early cousîdera-
tien.

.TTh. importance ofet inurance cerepaules as lavestora
ln the province i. poînted out la tire tables turnlshed la the.
report. Tiie lIfe lasurance rompaules as aI the end et last
year have lnvested $16,179,154.61I, ef whlch $6,826,824,76 in
lnvesled on mortgages and $9,352,829.86 la invemted la ether
sea--rirtit-s Whll. firp aud miscealaneu insm'iaopr.,,
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