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How

"The Tax Rate and its Cousins," was the subjeet of an
ress delivered on December 12th, to members of the Ta-
Io Board of Trade by Dr. Horace L. Brittain, directar of
Bureau of Municipal R~esearch.
Dr. Brittain stated that the prosperity of Toronto as a
merciai, industrial and residential city dependa upen its
ity ta cenipete with other centres. Its ability to com-
Sdepends, azneng other factors, on the. tai-rate, the. fire

len, the eest-oi-sickness rate, the labor-turnover rate and
philanthropy-charity rate.
First oi ail he pointed out "how ta increase the. tax rate
'educing it." He instanced these methods ais follows:-
By pretending that same of this year's expenditures be-
ta other years; hy pretending that we have mnore rev-
other than taxation than we really have; by pretendling

w. are going tb, spend leas than w. icnow we reaily zmst

Te reduce the tai-rate by increasing it, h. instanced as
îws: By leaning backwards in <cassifying expenditures
apital or current, even at the risk ai paylng this year for
e things whieh might properly be charged against next

;by maklng promptly ail expenditures necessary ta, pre-
doterloration af plant; by substituting the surplus habit

the deficit habit; by including a contingenit fund in the.
-ot >ta be drawn upon only with the. consent of the. com-
lioner of finance.

Only Sure Road.
From 1907 ta 1914 the city rate varied irorn 171/2 nis
85% mils and invarlabiy it was the case thnt the rate
nat meot the requirements of tho city. From 1914 on-
1 the resuit was different. Dr. Brittain asked: "The. de-
; ceased, in 1914. At the. same time the. tax rate went up.
k. tai rate had net gone up and, as a resuit, deficits had
inuxed and accumulated, haw long wouid it have been pes-
ta pastpone sottienient, and what would have been the

Itlng tax rate? Increasesd assossuiont was net a sure
ýdy for a high tai rate, and ne remedy at ail for aimer-
y hlgh expenditures," he said,
"There lu no ro>yal rond ta a reduced tax rate," he cen-
ýd. "The oniy suxre roads are: Decreased per capita ex-
itures, increased revenues from sources ether than tax-
i, increasod production and commerce."
He gave the foliowing mqthods ai decreasing the per
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