word more about firing. Do not, if call-
¢d upon, flinch from decidedly doing what
may be your duty. It will, however, be
found that much can be done by fixing
payonets and quietly avancing on a mob,
as we are constantly reminded by past
history that men have mot yet been found
who will wait with any aquanimity, the
steady advance of the “thin red line.”

A word regarding - accounts for pay
against wunicipalitics for servize in ail
oi: the ciivl power may also be opport-
unc.  The rates of pay are establishel in
the Militia Act, and as the amount due
for services of this nature are payable, us
you are all aware, by the municipality
iu which the trouble occurs or is expeet-
ed to occur, careful account should be
kept by the adjutant and commanding of-
ficer of the names and number of men on
duty and the various times at which they
may go on aund off duty. Pay sheets for
these services shoull not be signed in my
opinion. An ordinary account made on
the usual regimental paper, certified by
the paymaster, commauding officer and
adjutant, is quite sufficient, and should
be headed, for cxample, “ City of Mount-
reil, Dr. to No. 1 regiment, services in
aild of Civil Power,” stating days and
date, commencing with the commanding
officer, and ending with the rank and file,
uterely saying bow many of each rank,
and how many days, and in this conuec-
tion it may also be added that, where
cowpanies perform complimentary cscort
duty or duties of that nature, at the re-
quest of municipal authorities under pay,
simple accounts of the above nature
shoull also be accompanied with certi-
ficates as to its correctnegs by the ofii-
cer commanding the escort or guard. Pay
sheets of course are required, as you are
all aware, for all duties ordered by the
Gouvernment, N

A word in counclusion, more especially
to the Moutreal brigade: Your past re-
cord is an honorable one and forms one
of the brightest jewels in Canada’s his-
tory.  Your country has ever reccived a
bearty and prowpt respouse when in need
and your services have again and again
beew thankiully recognized by the differ-
ent general officers, who have commanil-
ed you in times of difiiculty. The same
cuergy, devotion mnd loyalty which has
claracterizel you, will still enable you
iu the future to preserve pure and unsul-
lied the proud reputation which you vow
bave. The future is full of sigus of pos-
sible chauges, may each of your regi-
ments continue deservedly proud of your
traditions and special designations, do
your utmost to increase their respective
ttrengths, and by workiug heartily and
intelligentiy together, co-operae tin
maintaining the supremacy which may
fuirly be called yours as a city brigade.

THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE

General Siv Geerge T. Chesney, K.C.B.,
CS8.1, CLE, R.E., M.P,, openel a discus-
sion at the Junior Constitutional Club on
Tuesday night on ‘ The Delfence of the
Ewpire,”  Vice Admiral E. Field, M.P.,
Presiled, and there was a very large at-

tendance, showing the great interest
taken in the subject.

Sir George Chesney, who was warmly
received, said he proposed to piss over
the most important part of the defence
of the Empire—the Navy. Unless the su-
premacy of 'the Navy was absolutely es-
tabli<hed, the defence of the Empire
would be in o most perilous condition.
I they consilered the enormous inter-
¢ts iuvolvel in wmnintaining our naval
supremacy, they muet feel that any suc-
cessful blow struck at that supremucy
would produce a catastrophe which it
was #carcely possible to imagine. Ile
cesired to assume that the supremcy of
the Navy was establishel beyoud ques-
tion. He would merely  remark that
when we spoke of the supremacy of the
Navy, it was rather too common a prac-
tice in the present day, both on the part
of the Government a.d of the publie, to
Bssume that the staindard which had to
te attainel avas that of being equal to
any two other navies of the world. A
nation like Great Britain required such
a distiuct advantage in the number of
her ships, iu their armament, in their
speel, and in every other respect as would
put her supremacy in naval warfare be-
yound all doubt or cavil. In that sense
only could we be assured of our Impe-
rial defence. What were the other ques-
tions involved in Iwmperial defence ? The
subject naturally divided itself into two
parts.  First, there was the defence of
the colonijes. Upon thig poiut the ns-
sumption sppaarel to be that our colon-
ies in different parts of the world were
linble to the contingency of being at-
tacked in cave of war by some enemy in
very consilerable forece. Ile had often
beard it said that Australia was liable,
in the event of war, to a very scrious
and dangerous attack on the part of Rus-
&in.  Again, he had often heard the fear
expre sed, not mrely by men in the st-e.t,
but by responsible military authoritios
of great di<tinction and weight in
profession,that Inlia was liable to danger
of a hostile fleet whi:h misht actu lu“}'
not ounly shatter o: destroy  what de-
fences they found, but actually estiblish
0 permanent footing in the prnin<ml of
India.  Ile «hould like to say at once that
he consilered dangers of that sort chim-
merical. It must be remembered that an
cvemy who made an effort of this sort
would not only have to convey a  :on-
¢flerable bady of t oopsand a large sua-
dron of ehips to some point on the penin-

their

“suln, but they woull have to face the

diificulty of baving no «upply of coal and
no coaling stations of their own, anl
alio the great difficulty of finding a
barbour of refuge in the event of their
ships sustaining great damage. Every-
oue nowadays wae aware how liable ships
of war were to incur the necessity of un-
derzoing important repairs after going
into battles. The cousi leration of these
dangers must weigh upon the brain of
every foreign etntsman who was consil-
cring the matter oi a policy of this sort,
anil he wounld also remember that such
an attempt woull have the inevitable
cffect of materially weakening his forces
in the vital point where the finnl strug~
gle must be fought out-in European
waters., Si: George Chesuey safl he could
uot think that our colonics in the Last
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or elsewhere ‘were at the present time .
liable to any serious attack of the sort
referred to. The ider of an expedition-
ary force sent to conquer Australia was
absurl. The extent of the country ren-
i‘ered such n schem> impossible and im-
practicable. Aunything like o permanent
occupation of India was also equally im-
poreible, becausc there were in India the
entire milityry resources of that Govern-
ment.  So also the Cape, the West In-
dinn I Iands, and the Straits Settlements
must depend upon the Navy and upon
their garrisons. There might be preda-
tory attacks from isolated men-of-war
or small squadron detached for the
purpose, which might seek to harass us,
to bombard some of our seaport towns,
possibly levy blackmail; and the re-
medy for that was to provide the harbors
with sufficient protectior in the way of
batteries in order to render such an at-
tack impossible. That precaution hadg,
he believed, been taken in Australja, at
the Cape, ait Halifux, and ¢lsewhere, and
had certainly been taken in Indin almost
to the point of over-prgluction. Cer-
tainly there the protections of Bombay,
Caleutta, Rangoon, anl Aden fulfilled the
first condition of fo:tifications, for they
were 60 strong that it was almost certain
they woull mever be attacked, and that
was the nim and object of the engineer in
carrying out fortifications. A very large
expenditure was sanctioned during the
iive years he was in charge of the War
Department of Indina, and he believed that
it was fully justificl, for we had now
made all our lirge harbours periectly
cafe from from attack. Geuerally speake
ing, and always dssuming that the su-
premacy of our Navy was zrauntel, he r(.:-
garded our Colonial Ewpire as in a posi-
tion of security. Its great distance and
its gize were in themselves potential safe-
guarls,  Five millions of free Britons
could not, iy mttintain-d, be subdued by,
an expeditionary force. e had, how-
ever, leit out one important exception.
He referred to Canady, where the condi-
1ins were nltugether di ferent from those
which obtained in Australia and at the
Cape. In Camada there was an cnormous
line of fronticr faced by another great
inclependent Ewmpire, nud the serious ques-
tion had to be considered how a deience
could be maintained along that great
live in the event—which God forbid should
ever occur—of our being engaged in hos-
tilitics wi b th- Uniced States. No doubt
in the event oi such a sort of quarrel as
tovk place not many years ngo, when &
stron s feeling was got up in ceriain parts,
of .-\n;.-ricu in Tavour of the ann xation of
Canada, and when suadl i~vlated bodics
made irruptions into that country, the
Canaditus Wwould be able, as they were
then, tu give a very gool account of
thems<elves, It was imposzible, however,
to doubt i! come greit question or quar-
rel aro<e involving the iuterests of the
people of the United States, and if the
foclinzs of that poople were so rouseds
that they should determine to carry out
that quarrel to the Dbitter end, that
the position coull be anything but nn ex-

tremely serious one.  The people of the
United States were capable in times of

great emergeney oi great things<, and if



