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SHAWN NA SOGGARTH;
OR,

THE PRIEST-HUNTER.

———

AN I[RISH TALE OF THE PENAL TIMEE.

BY M. ARCHDEACON, ESQ.,
Luthor of the Legends of Connaught,” §e. -
CHAPTER XVI.

As fast os the thirst to commuaicate s 1atel-
ligence and the hope of obtaining the consequent
reward could lend bim speed, Shawa hastened to
anfold to Sir John, whom he chanced to find—
to the doubling of his reward—in deliberation
with the man on whose house the attack was to
be made ; and it was speedily arranged that balf
a dozen picked dragoons should be stealtmly
conveyed to Flolhol’s Grove for its defence
against the attack, while half a troop should be
ambushed m its neighborhood, to cut down or
capture the rapparees during the attack.

Accordingly, ere two hours had elapsed after
the information had been received, the men were
stationed " unperceived in Ffolliot’s, where they
were to remain, of course, n concealment, till the
attack. The remaining horsemen intended for the
dispersion and capture of the rapparees could not
be placed, that night, in the dwellings of Sir
Robert and Andrews, (the places intended for
thewr ambush) as there would be too great a risk
that some of the menials m either place would,
in the long interval till the intended perind of the
attack, find meuns to convey warning of their
arrival to the rapparees. They were accord-
ingly in the saddle shortly after noon the ensuing
day, and set forward publicly, as if escorting as
prisoner a disarmed cowrade placed between
their files. They moved forward slowly aad
made several halts, as if careless what bour they
should reach their destination with the prisoner.
They moved forward, too, by Sir John’s direc-
tions, with apparently reckless jollity and unsus-
picion ; bandying jests, carolling and cursing
occasionally, though every eye was wary, and
every hand prepared to instantly grasp its weap-
on, as they knew not liow many eyes were watch-
ing their movements, nor could tell from behind

what liedge wmight commence an attack upon.

themn. This watchfulness might have been spared,
however. No attack was contemplated, as it,
of itself, would have defeated the very object of
the rapparees’ plan to come into contact with
the military at all, whatever its result ; and the
appearance of the prisover, with the manoer of
the march together, prevented even Fergus, the
most watchful of the rapparees, though he fol-
lowed the route for some miles, from cherishing
any suspicion ol the real object of the party,
particularly after the clatter of the borses® hoofs
bhad died away fur beyond the resmidences of Sir
Robert and Ffolliot, towards which a single rider
had never, apparently, turned eye or thoughts.
But when the party had reached some three
mies further, the words ¢ halt—dismount,” were
given ; and, each dragoon instantly leading his
horse over a low hedge and into a near hollow
now discernible from the road, the animals were
supplied with the provender carried for them.—
The men, oo, were immediately after seated on
the grass enjoying the contents of baversack and
canteen ; and here they remained till after sun-
set, when the horses being left to the care of
the pretended prisoner, the party set out for the
cottage ns their nearest destination, whence the
section appointed to ambush in the hall could be
despatched there.

They moved in single file, closely muffled in
therr ample cloaks, and with some yards between
each mun, uader the guidance of one of the
party who knew the locality well; and a dis-
tressing march, short as was the distance, it
proved to the men who, with the incumbrance of
cloak and arms and heavy boats, were obliged
lo clamber over wall and ditch and - jump across,
or wade through an occasional bogdrain ; besides
that their pace was quite unequal, us, though they
moved slowly and cautiously, wiile under the
shelter of wall or hedge, they were obliged to
traverse rapidly the open grounds in their path,
in order to get as fast as pessible out of the
range of observatiop—Ifor which object also,
their helmets had becn left with the horses to
their comrade’s care, and foraging caps assumed
in ‘their stead.

It was, indeed, a ludicrous sight, to see the
panting and perspiring Heavisides, who com-
manded a division of the party, rollng himself
over hedges, forciog himself by sheer ¢ weight
of flesh,” . through "the single stone walls, or
borre over ditches on the back of a stalwart
dragonn, as his Falstaff-like ¢« alacrity for sink-
ing” made 1t hazardous to leave bun to his own
exertions in crossing ; and, despite the caution
they were bound to observe, the two pearest of
the party were sereral tines constrained to burst

into low laughter, as they 3w Hin _.'gh_th:e'r‘gh'g)»

himself up from his frequent slidings and rollings.
Except. for those trivial . mishaps, however, :the
party reached its destination without

the shight-

est accident. And slender was the welcome foF
them from Aaron, when they did arrive. He
muttered something to the serjeant about every
man’s house being his castle—that no one had &
right to turn the cottage into a barrack, with-
out his consent, and that he did not fancy incur-
ring suspicion and danger for any man. He was
proceeding to add that the whole savored of
some ueathenish proceeding, which he was bound
to oppose, when, placing her hand on his mouth,
Bessy whispered bim not to provoke the wrath
of Sir John and Ffolliot, for a temporary iacon-
venience, for which he had no remedy.

¢ Begone till yer room, forward hussy. Hoo
daur ye be seen {o such a place—ye’ll ha’ nae
disrelish till sogers, I daur swear, But Samuel
M‘Nab, will be here to-morrow, ond, by the
God o’ Abraham, before the sun gangs doon Ul
put a barrier for ever between ye ond soger or
sailor.” ,

With a face crimsoned deeply asa summer
sunset, by this rough address, Bessy retired from
the presence of the speaker; the latter followed
her, after haviog bestowed a glance indicative of
anything but likang, on the serjeant and party,
though Le had sufficient seli-restraint, to refrain
from offering (urther opposition to their remain-
ing for some hours in the cottage. And, even
as it was, it was well for him, that his Protest-
antisin was so well established, that hewas known
to be in high favor with Sir John, and that the
serjeant-major was friendly, or fearful might
have been the vengeance wreaked on him and
his, for his having dared to demur at all, as it is
easy to conceive that, 1n such a state of society,
there was impunity for almost every military
crime and excess. Indeed, one of the dragoons,
after damning lus own eyes with great heartiness,
suggested, that » good cut over the head would
make the old chap & d-—d deal less saucy. But
this, Heavisides, interdicted most energetically,
stating that he would positively report for insub-
ordinution, whosoever should even hint at injury
to any iomate of the cottage.

CHAPTER XVH.

The men now moved forward for Lynch Hall
with even more caution than they had used in
approaching the cottage, as they were now much
nearer the rapparees, whose place of rendezvous
for the night was, however, in quite an opposite
direction to their route from the cottage. This
party was under the guidance of a corporal, the
serjeant-major preferriog to remain at the cot-
tage, because, as he stated, it was nearer the
piace of the intended attack. Shortly after the
depariure of s comrades he was debating in
his mind some important considerations—consi-
derations suggested by Aaron’s previous words
and his own opportumties that night, which
might not recur again for some time. But how
was he to obtain a private conversation wilh
Bessy in the temper her father was now in, and
speedily, too, as he could not, of course, tell at
what moment he should be compelled to move
from the cottage ? Should he endeavor to ca-
Jole the father into betler humor, that he might
be enabled to convey a whisper to the daughter?
He had reached this point 1 his cogitations
when he felt his shonlder tapped, and looking up,
belield Bessy herself muffled in a large shawl.—
She becloned hira to the door, without speak-
ing, aud pointing towards the gable remotest
from the party, and which was shadowed by a
{ull-grown lime, glided before him to ity shelter ;
and, after an instant’s pause, he followed her
telling the men he should be with them in a few
moments, thought he felt yome misgivings that he
might be ruanning the rislkk of having the presence
of the party discovered by his movement. But
in the nood be was then in, except for the cir-
cumstauce that he owned no world to lose, the
old performance of “ all for love; or, the world
well lost,” would have been enacted over again.

“ A riglar sly un is the serjeant-major,”®> ob-
served a dragoon: ¢ Il be d—d if he a’nt gone
to_court the purty wench as was ’ere just now.”

« He court! he knows as much about coortin’
as he does of jumpin’ over a bog-hole, or as my
mother’s ould cow does ov a holiday,” rejoined
another,

«Blast my eyes,” sail a third, “if | shan’t
dear their talk aoy bow—they’re only at yonder
tree.”

« Haud mon an’ dinna spoil spart,” said his
comrade laying a hand on his collar ; * ye wadna
loik in yer ain luremakin® to be gpied on, ‘an
what for suld ye interfere noo wi® amther; ond
the serjeant-major’s no a bad fallow ofther a*.”

“ Sandy’s right,” smd the first speaker, ¢ lot
the *uge seal ’ave his sport now ; and, d—n iy

we gro Lack to. quarters.”

course, be frauglit with risk and danger to him ;
and she resolved at once to worm out-from the
serjeant the plan and intentions of. the party.—
"With this object she had enticed -him to the
present meeting, profiting, for x few moments, of

eyes, but we’ll hextract summnut o’ the fat when:
‘ ~.ed, for which purpese he was, by her own request

_ The first glimpse of the troopers had suggest-.
ed to Bessy’s mind proceeding in which Frank.
was likely to be inplicated, and which would, of

her tather’s having betaken himself to his Bible,
to keep down down thoughts of vexaticn and
strife. -

% 'Well, Bessy, my bangel,” said the love-
swayed serjeant-major, or reaching the tree,
““the old *uns n precious hill 'umor to-night, if
he really means wot he says.”

1 fear he means if in the most serious earn-
est,”” she rejoined in o toue, Lhe sadness of which
Heavisides mistakenly placed to his own account,
for the words and tone of her father weighed
heavily on her heart, though the poor serjeant-
major had no place in her thoughts in reference
to the matter.

¢ Cheer hup your httle *art, my hangel, or, as
the queerish hold feller calls you, my sweet rose-
bud, for as sure as a bullet’s made o’ lead we’ll
houtdo the hold boy still. 1t’ll be a story to tell
indeed if a bold dragoon and a woman can’t sar-
cumwint a hold ’uncks any day, howsomedever
rumbustons.”

“ Remember, Serjeant-major Heavisides, you
are talking of my father ; but what T wished to
learn from you 1s what duty youw're on to-night.

A, my hangel, hanxious for my safety.—
Well, I like you the better for that, and sure
it's nat’rel too. Buot honner, duty—a secret
hexpedition—might be discovered—rmustn’t tell
you for a couple of hours—breach of disciplnie
—reduced to the ranks—court marhal—can’t
indeed.”

“ Surely you caonot think I would desire to
bring all this injury on you.”

“ Noa, ne: but womes, you know, is never
reckoned the best at keeping a secrei, and you’ll
be sure to know all in the course of the night
without hanny danger to mne.”

% Then I have no further business lere : and
she made a step towards the door; but, grasp-
g her gently by the arm, he said,

“ No, my litle rose-bud, you're not a goin’
so easy after all the plans I was a layin’ to ave
a meetin’, so let us pursued at once to settle our
own affairs while the hopportunity lasts, and
little time enough we barve for it surely. Bessy,”
he continued, after a second’s pause, “I’'ma
thinkin’ if the hold un was to marry you in
earnest to that ere feller, as he says is to be ’ere
in the morning, and wot’s as hugly as a naiger
T’ll be sworn, it would surely break your little
‘art, and give me a wopper as I’d have no relish
for, no how. So why should we be separated
and made miserable for bapny feller, when we
*ave this very night so beautiful a hopportunity of
balking ’em all. Do you then, my hangel and
my love, pack up some clothes aud anything clse
valuable as you care, and, before we sleep, par-
son Joiner, our captain. ’ll bave us buckled,
and then we may laugh at {ather and naiger.”—
He chucked her confidently under the chin as he
concluded, * Besides, when the job’s once com-
pleted, I ’ave hinterest enough with the captain
and Sir Jobn to get ’em to make all square with
the old feller again, as was halways fond of me,
when we can hintirely leave the harmy to ’elp
him in the busmess; or he can purchase a com-
mission and make you a hoflicer’s lady, wot ud
he tbe hagreeablest, as surely the sound of trum-
pets and drums would be more pleasanter than
the sound of ’ammers and wheels.”

Tt was with much exertion that Bessy had
been enabled to restrain her struggling laughter
during this modest and disinterested proposal, in
the course of which the serjeant was obliged to
pause for breath three or four (imes, though, for-
tunately, the tender summer starlight did not al-
low her wooer to observe the expression her
countenance wore; and she now rejoined in a
tone ot great affected gravity, withdrawing her
arm at the same time, * may I ask, Mr. Heavi-
sides, what part of my conduct has induced you
to think I would act a part so unbeseeming a
maiden as to quit my father’s house and match-
make against Ius conseat 7”

« There’s nothing in your person or conduct,
my hangel, wot doesn’t cause me to hadmire you
more and more ; and T only made the hoffer for
the 'appiness of us both, and to show that my
haffection was aburnin’ for you fiercer after wot
I ’eard from the old un.”

¢« The affection, indeed, of a man that hasn’t
even confidence enoudh in her, that he prelends
to have lis heart, to tell her the service he is on
for the night.” : o )

‘We shall pursue the dialogue no further. The

serjeant-major was completely in the tols. But

Ia few minutes more . elapsed until he had com-

municated to her all heknew of the intended
nroceedings for the night, in réturn.for her feign-

'ed compliance with his arratigement, that she was

to join him after the affray should have teriminat-

to provide her with a cloak for concealment, as
she herself could ™ ¢btain 2 “"cap.. -Accordingly
she was speedily supplied with the smallest cloak
among the party—in~fact, all the cloaks-were to
be left 1n the cottage till the termination of the
business—and, . immediately after, muffled: in the

cumbrous cloak, and with the cap slouched over
hier face, the courageous girl, gliding from a low

_Vigarous.

gable window, moved forward stealthily an! un-
perceived by the dragoous, towards the bend of
the shore, where she knew the rapparees were
frequently in the habit of assembling, She mov-
ed at first but slowly, of necessity, but when she
had gained some distance from the cottage, sus-
taining the slarts of the cloak on her arm, she con-
tinued her 1otion as fast as the light and ground
would permit her. She felt but little apprehen-
sion in approaching the haunt of lawless men, as
she knew that her father had never made berself
obnoxious to them, and they had never attempied
to harm him or anything that was bis ; and were
there in reality some risk, she would not have
besitated to incur much higher in her present
excited mood, to convey lo Irank, whom she
was certam to find among them, the knowledge
of what was prepared for bun.

Acnd Frank she did meet, as she cautiously
approached the shore ; he was leuning against
arock at some distance from where the baod
was asseinbling fast, with his bead bent and anns
folded, as if in & chafed or thoughtful mood. He
did not perceive her as, recognizing him, she ad-
vanced with light and steady step till, tapping
him on the shoulder, she said in an assnmed
voice, * Surrender yoursell or you die !”

‘Then starting from his recumbent posture, and
his practiced eye perceiving the horseman’s
cloak even in the imperfect light, he rapidly
snatched from his breast a pstol; and was i the
act of putting his finger to the trigger when,
bursting into a low laugh, she observed in her
natural voice, ¢ Spare your powder, gallant cap-
tain, you will soon have worthier objects for it,
though you might, perhaps, earn increased fame
by shooting a woman.”

“Good heavens! is it you Bessy: aud why
at this time ?”

Without furtlier wasting the time which she
knew to be now so jrecious, she informed him,
‘as she led hin somewhat furcther from the place
of rendezvous, of the troopers’ ambush and its
object, beseeching him eurnestly, at the same
time, to have no participation in the attack, and
revealing, by admission and implication the terms
an which she had obtained the iaformmation, as
well as her father’s mtentions for the morrow.

“ Well, my sweet Bessy,” observed Frank,
when her communication closed, “as yoware
proving our preserver to-night, you must not
wake miserable a life you bave been the savior
of ; and though you will, I trust, quit your fa-
ther’s house to-night, it will be under the smling
orders of one who feels a warmer and more dis-
interested affection for you than the speculating,
lowlived trooper.”

Og a forwmer occasion we boasted we were no
eavesdropper, to spy out and gossip of the pro-
ceedings of lovers in their stolen interviews ; and
though we could guess shrewdly at the further
arrangements of the present mstance, we shall,
in order to sustain our character, drop the cur-
tain here, barely recording that vain were her
tenderest and most earnest entrenties to dissuade
him fromn accompanying the party that night.

(2’0 be continued.)

SUFFERINGS OTF THE SYRTAN
CATHOLICS.

The Rev. Richard Palgrave, a Jesuit priest,
1s now in Dublin soliciting aid for the succor of
Christians in the Xast. The reverend gentle-
man is son of Sir Francis Palgrave. Ile en-
tered Oxford at 17. Maving graduated and
taken his degrees, he entered the Indian army as
Lieutenant in the 8th Regiment Bombay Native
Infantry, wherein be served for three years, dur-
ing which lime he became a convert, gave up
his commisston, and repaired to Rome, where he
went through kis theolagical course. Having been
ordained priest, he joined the order of the Jesu-
its, and went on the mission to Syria, where he
has been for 11 years., He was an eye-witness
of the late fearful massacres, and narrowly es-
caped with his life, having been fired on several
tunes when with the Christian army,, He was
in Damascus, and just had time to fly when the
town was sacked acd the Christian population
slaughtered. He left Syria on the 20th of July
last. The Rer. gentleman delivered a lecture
on the Syrian Massacres in the Rotundo, Dub-
lin. We find the following report in the Dud-
lin Telegraph:—

The Reverend Lecturer on bemg introduced
to the meeting was received with loud and long-
continued cheering, which was again and again
repeated. He is of most commanding appear-
ance, and bears evidences of baving been ex-
posed to the action of 2 hot sun. He wore the
soutane of his order, and bore on . his head: the
rouad tasselled red and black.cap. His:manner
is natural and easy, and his delivery is.clear and
He brouglt - to his all-absorbiag: sub-
jecta great amount of knowledge and. experi-
ence, and from the beginning to the eiid of his
discourse he was listened to with deep and mark-
ed attention by those present. He. expressed
the pleasure he felt in: baving the.opportunity of

addressing an audience in the city of Dublia,
composed of the members nnd friends of so va-
luable and useful an institution as the Catholic
Young Men’s Society.  Although not person-
ally acquamted with this society in Ireland or
England, yet hie hnd heard mueh of i1, and he
had himself attemnpted—not without success—to
introduce it into Syria, A poor missionary for
lifteen years amongst u people who did not ua-
derstand English, and with whom Le should com-
tmuricate in their own tongue, it was not to be
expecled that his accent now was perfect, and
he, therefore, claimed their indulgence on that
account. At Llite present moment the eyes of
afl Lurope, particularly of Catholic 1Surope,
were turned with liorror to the cast. e wished
to tell the audience that he was a witness af the
horrors and desolations that chilled the very
blood to read of; he saw them with lus own
eyes, heard them with his ears, and only escaped
by the providence ol God from briug wmongst
the number of the victims. ‘Chis narration was
not demanded to evoke their sympathy for the
Chiristians of Syria, for that sympathy already
existed, but he night be able to put them in
possession of the true eiwrcwinstances connecied
with the Irightful events that had taken place in
that country, coucerning which they only got in-
telhgence by pieceneni—by detached morsels,
often incorrect, sometnnes false, anl wlto it
of a pature that did not allow peaple 1o tave 4
clear, distinei view of the occurvenees under
consideration. Myria, by its geographical pou-
tion, favored the deselopinent of dhilferent racen.
'T'hat long strip of countey liniug tne east of 1ne
Mediterranean was divided frst by a range of
mountaivs called the Lebanon range, r-.;nniug
north aod south.  This distric! was principally
inhabited by the 1wo natiens, the Maroutes and
Druses.  Behind tlus was a spacious, splendid,
and fertile plain, bounded by the Anti-Lebanog
range of nountains, inbabited principally by the
Chiastians, tixed, however, with Mabommedan
sclusmaties and a colony of Druses.  Behind
this range stretehied the Syrtan desert of the
Euphrates, on the verge ol the plhun weee inn
cities of Damaseus and Aleppo. T'he Curistian
population of these districts were dinwned, as 1t
were, in a wass of the wost funatical  Malio-
medang that exist on the foce of the earth, ‘The
Maronites were Catliolics united with the ussem-
blage before him in the bouds of holy faith, hav-
ing the sume sucraments and laws, und illering
only in the circunstance of their ritual, prayers,
aud ceremonies being in the ancient Syriac lan-
guage instead 80 Latin,  Lhey were the de-
scendants of Syrian Cathulics iostructed by the
Apostles.  Tn the fiith ceatuey 2 wmonstrous her-
esy was introduced amongst these Cathohes.—
It was a denial oi the incarnation of our Blessed
Lord, uud av assectivn that Eas life, His  death,
aod His resurrection were merely phantasmago-
ria. A certain portion of the Syrian Catholies
stood fast 1o the faithiof their Gatlivrs 5 tey were
consequently made the subject of dreadful pecse
cutions, which for two cenluries wure, pertiaps,
ouly equatled by the persecuttans enduied by 1he
Catholics of Ireland.  Numbers of the Spriun
Catholicy fied o the Lebanon, where they formn-
ed a body and nation disttact {rom, sad hostile
to, the bheretics.  After some tme, instead of
reorgaiising again their laws and customs, which
had swffered trom persecution, they chose, with
the permission of the kloly See, a patriarch
whose name was Murone; hence they were
called Maronites, und f(rom that perind to the
present, a term of 1,200 years, the Marouvites,
with a coastaucy haviey few, if indeed any, ex-
amples, had remained faithlud to their faith and
their God. Now, as 10 the Druses,  I'ney
were the wast extraordinary people on the face
of the earth; they wuere the Athensts of tie
East. Ile was enabled, o an imonate ae-
quaintance with their sentiments, to speak authn-
ritatively of their belief. The Druses dencd
absolutely the existence of u Creator in himaven,
or of a Prophet or Redeemer on earth.  “[hey
gave their curse (Grod forgive biw {or saying i)
equally to the rehigion of Mahomined, and held
that the happioess of an was in being free from
all laws and religions. It was wonderful that
such mounsters could exist, and inore, that they
could be not only an orgamsed, but the most or-
ganised nation of the East, baving an aristocracy

to which they were subject, and consisting of

only five noble families. Obedience to theic-
chiefs alone had preserved the Druses, whose
morality was expressed thus in their- own laa-
guage—* Jiverything done in.secret 1s lawful—
everything done 1n public is subject to religion
and morahity i’ or, “ if no one sees you, you may

.do as you chose.” .. They were brave; but- the
Christians, after all; were more- vourageous ‘and

better soldiers, -considering their pevils-and . per-
secutions. The great. plain was inhabited, too; by
Greeks, one-third of. thim Greek Catholies, obe-
dient to the Eloly See.-For 150 yeurs-=the date

-of the existence:df. the Greek Catholics—perse-

cution were updn them.- In Aleppo once welve
heads of families were beheaded fo1:no.othér ren-

son except that they were Cithiohe's.:: The:totdl



