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ies yh ibtis gefià a indstcle
aï ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k as epaainfreéyone khoiWtt t
the poer of'g ir p oer matter veryJar.
surpasses tht a n iand..hirë',ils nt one of
t einarvels reated of moder necroi añey yntwhi

"á nt be attribute d toa hi oeG-. ina: no e iliir oe'ý
knwvery well that the mention of spirits1ere

kill make several persans put on a contemptuous
smile - Notto speak of those wvho like ei d

:Materialists have no belief whatever in spirits,
and i-eject as fables and chimeras all that isnot

those otherV also ,who thoughi they admit the
existence^af spiZis, deny that they have any in-
duenée -upon or' inttriere wvith the affairs of our

wvorId : there.- rer/ny .in our 'dwri!Tdayëé wiho
thsough they.grant toapiits that which, no good
Catholie can deny, that is thiere existence and
intervention at timsin t fis of human life
in d1É en ays,.'opn>' sre-
extäädi"raènary, do·'ó. hls ee?ïaitcly
to renoun ie thig.'tlieéielief ,'nd1t)i]ïêàrs is if

they e't.tha o'dîin a ny spécial caseihe in
t.erveoùifór sPirt i ould be'ràtlera mhrk-of:

too are'atcetèduiy"orrof:wmns uèdto,
for 'thiey4e nënt thëýeinselfresith"naedenyiag it

m t.himp Ardta saythe t.uth, people have
been in ýthé h àbit'foï thé ist -centud ' iso'! f
declaii nin .- ainst 'nd niâkin ýa jýke of the
enâj credu« ity of ihe Mýiid die- Aes *hich véYre
fiiing out spii(I nd nteraftiand-iwitchiery

people. whlo wisfl öipiear .strong-m-nindedlýshod d
expérietice 'a reluctance, -and as it wiei-e be

asnndof holieving in- t he' initei'ëâi n -of
SpFirits.' But this excess 'of incredlity is no lepss.
lunreasionable than that - wvhich asperhaps;'the
contrary exc ess in other times: and if tooiiïulch
faith in suelithin-g li ead t vain superstitions,
th l èieving -nothing at'aill may'lea.d one towards
the iipiety of naturalism. The Wise. iiin, ,
therî:oire, and 'thög:rudenti Christiarinist e<qually
avoid these twoe extremeés and wvalk steadill'in
the shiddle wieay m w',hich virtile and truth may be
founid.w, in this matter of olirs of theé
sp)eakig-tables, )what opinion does prudence
countsel uis to hold 1

Thie first and wisest r-ule whIich prudence die-
taies. IoLus, and whiich ive have already rnentioned
before, is that we are onily to ave recoburse toaj
pireternatural causes for explaining'extraordinay
pheinmna, whben the natural are' not suficient:
whji,-hbis the "samne. ihmg,- as s aymg2'. icc Ver-sa, if
the natural causes are fouind toebe inisufficient,
we are töi'dmit the ýpreternatuial No,).this .is
exactly théeu case' in; our present subject. 1n fact,

amóng he ph nena'f which vwe are speâing,
there are ma-ny wich it is not possible to* e\plain
thiorouigly, by any mèrely natural theory or
cause, as appears firm what iwe have said'and
ar'gued''upon alreaàdy. It ýihh ýidot only pru
dent blit necessary to seek the' hause of thäint.in
thlat Order %whichi is beyond näire. or, inother
words ýto attribute them to thè ageèncy of spirits,
iince heyond nature DO othier causes exist exceh t

spinit-.- The other rule and infa ibe criteron
to jpdge of an eff*ect whether it be natural or
preternatural, is to 'examine the- characters whIich
it exhibits, and from thlem to infer the na-,ture'of
the cause. 'Now, those more mnarvellousefects
which -no other tlieory can ciplain, have such
chai-aLtersý as show not only an intelligent and
free cause. but one endowved wvitli an mntelligence
and will not humnan. This cause, canniot there-
fore , he other than a simiply spirit. Thus ýby
t WO ways, the onle unnmdirect and negative one,

thjat is by exclusion, thie other direct and positive
becalie founded upon the nature of thle facts.
wve are broughit to the saine concelusioni-viz.,
that in the phenlomlena of modern necromiancy
there is onie class at least.of facts which doubt- 1
less h ave spirits for tbeir cause. AnwIearec
ledto this conclusion by stikh a natural traini of

r-easoningy that so far from suspecting that'its re-
Ceptionl is due to our having gone toofar'throu.gh
credulous.iin prudenice, iwe shiùdd, on the con-
lrary dveem it an inexcusable incohierence and.

weo.*akness of mmiid, wverè' we to reject it. «N'or
wvo 1dý there., be à« laak -'of othier arum ents toa

cà.entlieni our position stil oe, if thec brevity
whÑth is inposed ulpon us allowed us to bring

tlii emforward. Bß.t whvlat ive have alread saiel
miust :uffce: the suit and substance of wviihin
a wvord, mnay bie condensed under the folowrnt"
heads. First. Amón6drg all the facts of mnodern l
necromanicy, áfter imakin rthe nedessary deduc-
tio«is of what mnay be reasoaiibly ascribed to in-
posture, hafllucmpation, exaggzeration, and deceit,

thtere still remnain mny, the truth of whIich can-
not be denied wvithout violating every lawv of
sound criticismn.Secondly. Tb ive an ade-
qu-ate explaïhation of these fact--, all'the natural
ttheories which wve ha-venproiiouir.de>dnddiscuLssed


