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A DESPERATE ATTACK BY THE RUSSIANS,

AT-THE FIELD.
j

A RAPID GLANCE

The correspondent of the-London Daily. News,
ander date of Sept: 8th, sends anothér vivid picture
of the war.. On-the battle-fldld of Plevra, under the
firo of thexepemy, ho gathered materials for:thefol-
lowlng letter=:-After déscribing the'position of the
army before the towb, he'states-thdi-the right and
centre attacks partook rather of the nature of asiege
than a lattle, He thercfore took his'position on'the
Ieft, where the hillside was covered with corn fields,
vineyards, and o number of trees, threw himself
down under the shade of the trees to lm_mh with
tho aid of somo delicious grapes just ripe, and
watched the battle from this pom@. 'I.'h_e ¢otre-
spondent. proceeds.—Fleyna.was.quite ~isible, and.
we could have been little. more than two miles
distant from it. - And ‘far- down:before ur, distani
about a mile, was & line'of troops still Iying under
cover of the ridgoe, apparently walting for the mo-
ment to begin the attack. ./These troops conld not
have been more than a mile from Pleyna,

Wo bad not been'in our position'under the trees
more than ten minutes when we were probably per.
ceived by a look-out in one of the Turkish redoults
below Radisovo, and, probably believing that the
Indian corn:field by the sidc of us, intérspersed
here and there with-trees, was very likely filled
with troops; they began to shell us. After they
had thrown three shells, all of which fell within
twenty yards of us;and the last considerably nearer,
we thought it ‘was time to decamp, and withdrew
behind the ridge, where a considerable number of
soldiers were lying, We finished our lunch under
the shade of another {ree in.a less advantageous
position for sight-seeing, and when I again mount- |
od the top of the ridge I was surprised to see two
more Russion batteries far down the ridge, in the
direction of Plevha,just to the right of the spot
where we had seen the Russian troops previously.
These batteries were now within a mile of Pleyps,
and were shelling obne of the redoubls behind
Plevna in a corner formed by the Sofia road.
Columuos of whité smoke were rising to the sky,
and the sharp whip-like crack of these field pieces
was mingling apgrily with the dull heavy roar of
the siege guns in the big battery above. I pushed
down through the vineyards and corn fields and
trees further and further towards the Lovicha road,
following 1ihe ridge down tc where it ends in the
decp narrow ravine running Almost parailel to the
Lovtcha road, I had here ¢limbed up into a tree
to get a Detter view of the situation, when a Cos-
sack came and informed me that there was some-
thing morc intercsting going on on our left, that
the Russinus were advancing there, with “hurrahs.?

| which-they had“originally occupied in] the mor

‘of ‘the motntain, and the Turks began to gwatm,
attacking ‘in their turn; and-
l:e-Rugsians back: to the poidt.
e
ing.- Although it was' not ]ightf{en;oxjg‘h‘ to'see, I
imaginé that;;the. Russinns -had ‘already’ been’
strengthiening 'their ‘positions by digging, forthey,
‘now. poured a-fite from the_ line they.had ocoupléd
‘which in steadiness-ntd’fury was only éqialléd by.
the.Turls from: their redoubt. The Turks bad-al--
ready advanced ‘a tofisidérable way up’ the/ slope
before the Russiaus-opencd fire, and they did not
stand a moment under it. They retreated through
the trecs, and again up the slope to the redoubt,
hotly pursued by the Russians, who followed them
to the foot of the slope. The fize on both sid;_ga.u;fls_
now dreadfal, and the Russfh
celved 5. considerable number-o

They were evidently

bent upor“driving -t

more self-confident than the previousons had been,.
They swept down into the little holfow between'
the opposite slopes, and then poured =-terrible fire-
on the Turkish redoubt from behind the trees, and
under cover of the banks, stones,  earth, . and any-
thing they could find to sheltcr themselves. - The
attack was moreover supported - by our batteries on
the right, which now advanced stili nearer Plevaa,’
and concentrated their fire on the Turkish redoubt,
At the same time the Russians were advanciog
down the hill, the whole valley was. filled with
smoke, The town of Plevna, as well as the Turk-
ish redonbts, and even part of the wood where the
Ruseiang were, had become invigible. The sun was
now just setting behind n mass of clonds, butit
shone out for a few minutes like'a fiery bleod-shot
eye, which tinged lhe smoke hanging over every-
thing with the colour of blood. Then'it puddenly
disappeared behkind the mountain, and darkness
settled down ‘over the scene. The fire continued
for some minutes longer, and from the redoubt, as
from the slope at the foot of the mountains, sprang
forth thousands upon thousands of jetsof flame-like
fire.flies, Then the fire suddenly ceased. The
fight for the night was cver, The Russians re-
mained io their positions at the foot'of the slope
which leads up to the redoubi. abouta quarter of
of a mile from the parapet. Itcould not have been
their hope or intention to advance any further.
To-duy’s attaclk was begun too late to have car-
ried the redoubt, unless it could have been donsé by
a simple assault with the bayonet,a manner of at-
tack which, I think, the Russians have abandoned
against the treaches held by the Turks. They wiil
probably dig trenches here in the night g0 as to
shelter themselves from the fire of the redoubt, and
then either work gradually up to the redoubt by
means of shallow trenches, which could bo dug very
rapidly, and which would enable them to reach the
parapet in the day, or choosing a favourable mo.
ment to morrow morning, make a rush for it. Of

We went back across the ridgea short distance and
saw what it was. 'The Ruesians under Meritingky
and Skobelef—the same who took Loftcha the
other day—were advancing rapidly along the ridgs
bordering on the Lovéicha road towards Plevna.
The Lovtcha road, before entering Plevoa, passes
over the high round of a hill covered with trees,
which are not so - thiclk, however, as to be called a
wood.. The summit of this hill is about a mileand
a half distant from the Tarkish redounlts in the
bend of the Sofia road, The Russians were sdvanc.
ing over this mountain in loose order, with cavalry
ahead, for we' saw o number of horsemen making
their way through the trees, and a few minutes
later perceived a couple of squadrons of dragoons
advancing along the Lovtcha rond, cautiously
treading their way as they went. They were al-
ready over the top of the hill, probably half a mile,
when we say {he dragoons, in skirmishing line,
turn their horses’ heads back nnd begin firing as
ihey slowly retired. Then there wag considerable
firing from the skirmish line on both sides, al-
though I could not'distingnish the Turks from the
Russinns among the trees, Then the Turks began
ihrowing shells towards where the dragoons were
massed under the trees, They must have been
able to.see these dragoons, for the shells fell direct-
1y in the line, Ilach successive shell fell closer
and closer, so that the dragoons began to shift their
position. e
This lasted perhaps tweniy minutés. Then from
the whole side of the mountain began to be heard
the raitle of small arme, which grew heavier and
heavier,and the mountain and trees werc soon
covered with olouds of thin blue smoke. It was
the infantry arriving in'line and beginning the at.
tack., .The Tarks were posted in the trces at the
foot of this mountain, and probably half a mile in
front of the redonbt, and replied to the Russian fire
with vigour.. The' Hussians gradually advanced
down the side of the mountain throngh the trees,
driving backthe Turks,part of whom seemed to
retire npon Plevna, but the greater part upou ihe
redonubt, The Russians pushed down -to almost
the bottom of the hill, and we saw " the Turks re-
treating up the smooth slope leading towards the
redoubt by hundreds, and from the redoubt itself
began to be poured forth a heavy fire upon the
Russians on the opposite slops, The Russians
pushed down steadily nevertheless in loose order,
firing ns they-came; but as they neared the foot of
the slope the Turkish firc .. became terrible, From
the parapets of the redoubt poured forth a steady |.
wave of flame, and the redoubt itself was soon hid-
den in'the thick fog of ‘white smoke that rose over
it. The roar.of this tremendous fire was simply
fearful. I do. not remember to havo ever'heard
anything like it, or to have ever seen in any battle
anything like so well sustained a fire, - This lasted
about twenty minutes, Then the Russian skirmish
line, which kad already . renched: the foot of ihe
slope, began to. 'withdraw, and ina few ininutes
they had retired {o a position half way up theslope,
where they balted, and the slackening of the are
told thidt for the: ‘moment .the attack upon the re.
doubt, if attack it wes, had failed.. '
We now saw the Tarks coming down again from
the redoubt, and re-entering the trees at the foot of
the slope where the Russians had leen, and like-
wise those who bad retreated towards Plevna
scemed to come out again, for we saw them in the
maize fields just on the other slde of the ravine be-
tween us and them, pushing along as though they
- would turn the right of the Russian attack. This
was impossiblo, because the infantry on our side
were lying closoe behind the xidge, and would have
affectually prevented any movement of this kind,
During all the time this fight lasted our batteriés,
which I have already spoken of as having advanced
so far down towards Plevna, were quite silent; why
1 cannot’understand, for just at this moment when
the attack was: going on they should bave concen-
trated their whole firo upon the redoubt, and I
cannot understand why the infantry, which was
lying in'haassés noar these batteries, did net take
part In the nttack, 'The whele burden was on.the
1eft column advaucing by-the Lovicha road, nor
was therc ‘any attack ‘made anywhere .clso at the
same time, nor.on' any other of the Turkish posi-
tions, The aitilléry fire, had ceased everywhere.
Everybody seemed to be waiting the result.of this
attack, This wae just the very means to make the
attack a fallure, even if. it had" any-chances of snc-
cess, for thé whole army to stand still and Jook idly
on while'one guiall defachment . was trying to at-
tack the fedoubt.. It was a very strange -proceed-,
ing. Not a slogle shot was fired at;the small,bedy
of gkirmishers who, came ouf, from, Plevs, .and
aunoyed tho ight of the attack, although they.were.
within easy range botk of theartilleryand infantry.
The attack bad begun about five, too late in the
day to accomplish anything if the capture of the

the two plans the former, in my opinion, has the
better chance of success. The distance from the
Raussian positions to the redoubt, is probably some-
thing over a quarter of a mile, up a smooth even
slope, where thsre is notcover for a rabbit. The
glacis is a quarter of a mile, or perhaps a little more
in extent. The loss to an assaulting column rush-
ing up over this glacis under the fire the Turks
poured out of the redoubt yesterday would be some-
thing terrible. If the Turksstood to their positions

and fired with anything like grecision not one man

would probably reach the parapets; but then it is
also possible that the defenders of the redoubt, see-
ing the Russians close, would lose their preseuce of
mind and fire wildly over the heads of the assault.
ing party. '

I now retired from the position which I had oc-
cupied during the whole fight, and although it was
almost dark, and I did not think I could be seen
from the Turkish redoubt, I scon found out my
mistake, 1and my comrade bad not been under
cover for more than three or four minutes when o
shell was fired at us, which paesed over our heads
and cxploded not more than forly feet. before us,
exactly in the road which we were following. As
there was no battery anywhere near here, and no
Russian troops either, the shot could only have
been fired at us, and it was the last fired by this re-
doubt, this evening, )

We made our way back to the top of the plateau
behind Radisovo, but the night now became so dark
that it was impossible to find one’s way across the
fields. Therc was no water here for our horses but
that contained in a muddy, stinking pool, which,
however, they drank greedily. For ourselves, we
obtaired a drink from an ambulance, and then, com-
ing upon a leap of unthrashed wheat, we gave a
few bundles of it to our horses, and made tho rest
into a bed and a house for the night, The greater
part of this telegram was written here in the fields,
by the light of a spluttering candle blown about
by the wind. All around us wo see the flickering
of lights and camp fires in the distance ; “and every
now and then flashes of fire in the direction of the
the battery of Russian siege guns, or the Turkish
redoubt at Grivica, followed by a dull booming like
thunder, show that there ncither Turk'nor Russian
is asleep. - i '

LeFr Wine, xEAr THE LoxTcHA Roab,
Sunday Morning, 9 o'clock.

The night passed off quictly enough, Ahout ten
o'clock thero was a sudden outburst of musketry
fire which lasted a few minutes, and which was
probably a false alarm on the part of the Russians
or Turks., Then, again, we were awakened about
twelve o'clock by loud cheering away somewhere
on our left. ‘T jumped up and looked “about me.
All was datkness, with here and therc in the dist-
ance a smouldering camd fire burning dimly. There
was no other light but that of the stars; and inter-
miitent flashes now and then on the horizon, that
seemed 1ike sheet lightening, followed by a heavy
boom that in the stillnegs of the night made the
air vibrate strangely., I laid down again,and went
to sleep. o

This morning the artillery fire began at daybreak
all along the line, but in a desultory manner., Just
before sunrise there was o sharp musketry fire
somowhere down before Radisova, “which lasted
perhaps twenty minutes, then ceased. . Shortly after
sunrige the fusilado began again with violence to-
wards the Lovtcha road, but it scemed to come from
considerally behind where it should have been, if
it werc n renewal of the "attack of yesterday., The
:Turks were shelling this place so hotly, probably
under the supposition that tho trees and Indian
corn concealed Russian troops, that I had to decamp:
I retired to & point next theridge, where I stll1! had
an excellent view of the two Turkish redonbts in
the bend 'of tho Sofia rond, the positions whero the
attack occurred yesterday, and the.whole length of
tho ridge, behind which lies the Lovicha road, . 1
then perceived that, so far from renewing the atlack
tbis morning, the Russians had withdrawn in the
night from the foot of the slope wlich leads up to
the Turkish redoubt, and were back on the summit
of the low woody mountain or hill whence they had.
attneked yesterday. . ot

This hill, or ridge, as it seems from here, is cut,
in two by a depression of considerable depth,
through which passes the Lovtcha road. "'The Rus-
sians, on their. side of the road, wero not. long in.
porcéiving  that ‘the-Turks were . decupying the
place whero X saw the dragoons first advanoing-
.yesterday, about & mile back from the. present Rus-
siafi pésition on, the, hill, and fully two.and half,
niiles from the ‘redoubte which ho was attacking
yesterday, and which cannot bo even visible from
where his artillery is placed.

T oulof the redoubt down  to the foos of- the sloparjfse upon'ths

fs. e¢m to hive rq- ipyjngn'ld of flaimethat séemed to rend the sky fo
fg.:étnfoice‘mazts,.s :
for thelr advance .was .far .more..steady.and. awilt, | smokea.that.rose.white.as.snosv..against the..black-.

‘op Fennelly, Vicar Apostolic of Madras, to publish

| . In June, 1876, there was a failuve of the rain,

accountable conda

ot \of our ‘artilléry-in=stopping-
Sire- the Tarkish ze@ogbiaf&ﬁégthéﬂtia&k—ije-—
“gan, and when 16 ought to have been hottest. I can
so far/find no. excuse.for,this inaction-nuless, they
ssuddenly ran:shprt offammunition- at. thisZoritical.

moment, fo safans=were never 80 near;:the.
/redouts as to'ziake it necessaryzfor'the artillery to’

cease, firing. - The attack was not.cugtained-by-the-
artillery, and was begnn far’too late-in.the day to!
succeed:~ The five o'clock attack, a3 I'said, was led
‘By-Skobeléff.. “Wken I-arrived; at my-new stand-
:point;ithere 'Was a lively :artillery -fight going on
,bétween - Martinsky=and the Turkish Dbatteries,
‘which' had advanced“dnring the night on the hill
on'the other side of the Lovtcha road. Suddenly
there nrose in front of the hill, against the black
thunder_clond which bung .over it, an immense.

#Zzenith... - Then ollowed- a long volume.-of-
ness of the cloud.  Then there came a,.scries. of,
Tsthitling réportslallin a secon d, as'thobgh- &bat(:egyg
‘of n hundred gune bad Léen® fired.” Then 'there”
arose on the Russian hill a long, loud shout. They
bad exploded a Turkith magazine. - I now. learned
from an officer here.on observation, who was ‘send-
ing reports to General Krloff every few.minutes of
the progress of .events, that:-Skobeleff: was on ihe
ridge before me, and wasabout starting to join him,
when the sudden uproar‘of battle, like & thunder
clap, held me spell bound: with -admiration, :The:
crest of this ridge suddenly-began to vomit flame
and smoke. - Above this ridge, far-higher. up, were
bolls of flame that- flashed and: disappeared, cach
leaving o small round fleece of white - smoke.
The Turkich shrapnel explcding over the heads of
the Russians was.deafening; and the heavy: boom-
ing of-the. distant siege guns, slowly. pounding
away at short :regular-intervals, as though keeping
time, produced a soblime effect. : The Tarks were
in their turn-attacking the Russians from tho other
side, and the Rossians Lad evidently reserved their
fire umtil the Tuorks were very near, which ac-:
couuted for the sudden furious outburst. ¢ That
Skobeleff,” snid the officer near me, “ how ha is
giving it to them!” and {hroe.or four Cossacks,
watching with intense excitement depicted on their
faces, expressed their satisfaction,:.convinced that
he was there in the middle of the fight, with that
charmed Jife of his, ordering and directing,

In the meantime the Turkish skirmishers coming
from Plevoa pushed along our side of tho ridge
on the other side of the deep ravine, ns though
going to take Skobeleff in the rear. ~To-day: our
artillery scems to bs more wide-awake than yester-
day, for a battery now came, galloping down
through the vines and corn, and, limbering in o
moment, began shelling these skirmishers, while
the Tarkish redonbts instantly opéned on this new
battery. ‘L'ho latter, however, paid no attention to
tke redoubt, but conc:ntrated its whole fire on the
skirmishers, and, as it was taking them in rear and
flank, they soon begaa to retire. The Turkish
shells fired from the redoubt all passed over the
battery and exploded in a little hollow behind,
about fifty yards to the right of where we were,
and all nearly on the same spot. The Turks nover
seem to correct their aim, In a few minutes the
fire began to slacken, and two or ithreec minutes
later a loud shout swept along the ridge before us,
followed by prolonged cheering. The Turks were
evidently Leaten bagk.,. Then the firing ceased,
but the shouting ceutinned, golng fartker and
forither away. Skobelff wag cvidently - goiog nt
the fiying Turks with the bayounet.

New the fighting is over for the present but tfie
big guns are still pounding away on our right.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
We have been requested by the Right Rev. Bish-

the following letter :—

Catlolic Cathedral, Madras, 14th Aug. 1877,

Sir,~—A public appeal has been Intely made to the
people of Great Britain on bebalf of the millions.
suffering from famine in the Madias Presidency.
The wmagnitude (f the calamity thathas failen upon:
this country is little understood in England or Irc-
land. This country is in every réspect so different
from any Enropean land that it is almoet impogsible
for a European, who has not resided for some timée-
in Iudia, to understand the country orits people.
I hope I shall be excused if I endeavour to convey
to the minds of our Catholic brethren at home some
notion of the magnitude of the famine:: and of the
many urgent wants which such a calamity brings
home to the Bishops and clergy, who witness its
ravazes among our Indian population. -

In Southern India we have. periodical rains in
the months of June and:Qctober, after which food'
crops are sown, and are harvested, in favourable
seasons, in September and February. Whenever
the usual rains fail, there is a-failure of crops and
consequent distress. If the rains fail for a year or
moTe over any considerable area, the distress be-
comes a famine.

generally known as the south.west monsoon, all
over the Madras Presidency,and a consequent fail-
ure of the crops which were expected in September
following :- the October rains, which' are called the’
north-east monsoon, having also failed there was no
harvest in January, 1877, The eastern coastof the
Madras Presidency was visited by a.cyclone in May
last, when a considerable quantity of rain fell all.
along the coast and from . fifty to a hundred miles’
towards the west. Immediately after the fall ot
rain’ in May tho poor people worked with a will to
put in crops, which they hoped to reap in the cur-
rent month of August; but owing to the failure of
rains in June and July last, the crops sown in May
have perished, There is now no hope of any crop
beinp harvested before January or February, 1878 :
nor will there be any then, unless we are favoured
with periodical rains in Qctober next. The resuit
of the failure of rain is a failure of food crops and
consequent starvation and suffering to thu people.
The result at preégent is & famine in the land more
severs than any on record, even in this land of
famines, . A partial failure of rains and of crops is
not unusual in India. " ButI believe we have no
instauce, at lenst in modern times, of any famine
affecting 50 Targe a population, scattered over so
great an area. The whole. of the Presidency of
Madras, excepting the three, or perbaps four,
Northern districts and the districts of Malabar and
South Canara to the. south, has yielded no food for
its people since: January, 1876; and in 1875 the .
crops were unusually light. We have. in the
Madras Presidency 20,000,000 of people scattered
over an area of. 77,000 square miles depending on
imported food for their.cxistence since November
last ; and they must depend upon the same precari-
ous supplies till the month of Janudry, 1878, Add
to this the province of Mysore—an area of 30,000.
square miles with a population of 3,500,000 sonls—
in which the distress is no. less s¢vere than in the
Madras Presidency. - The famine area extends also
to the country of Hyderabad :and portions of .the.
Bombay Presidency.; A glance at.these figures is
sufficient to show the terrible crigis through which
the country is- passing..,It-is a gigantic woik to
import foad from Burmah or Calcutta and to die;
tribute it to. so;; many milligng .scattered . over.so,
large an ares.. 8o critical.is our. position that. o
.the.apinion of the Goyernor of Madras; who had.all;
.ayailable information before, him, there was only &,
“week's supply of food'in the country in July Iast.
8ince then incrersed supplies have been received.

>The prices,of food grain rose toan unusual figure

assoon 81t was known that.the rains.of last, Octo-

A

they. wére durlog the Bepgal famine of1874. They;
‘have risen so that our market rates arefiow equiva>
lert te the guartern loaf in England bélng increased
in price from sixpenceto two ahilling@and sixpence™
The distress of the people can only be understood

by those who have_witnessed-iheir suffeTIigs Gov=
ernment hag acted nobly ;datihg this. tiying-emér-

gency. - Alrthat couldibetdone by Government to,
to save the people from'perishing of hunger has been::
done. -No expenditure of money or labour hagbeen

spared, The servants of Government have devoted

themselves to the work of saving the people with an

energy, zeal, and perseverence beyond all praise.

-Bui no,human, power is able to. avert the-fatal con-

‘sequences.of a:failure of the ordinary food of 20,

-000,000 of people* scattered 'over an- area of 77,008

-gquare-miles:~-Atthe-cloge-of Fulylast-half a-mil-
lion.of the people had -alrendy-perished  of ‘starvs-

tion or,sickness, the result of starvation. : And God

only knows how many ate to perish of famine and

its conseqaent pestilence before the next harvest in

January 1878, The total number of "deaths in the

‘Presidency for 5 years past was 215,157 and the

number of déaths during the first seven months of

this'year, from January to'Jaly, was 519,201, - OF
the entire population one million and three-quar-

ters are supported by Government, of whom 6,000,-

000 'are on gratuitous relief, being fed in relief

camps or getting ‘money payments. One miilion

gnd three quarters (1,758,000) ar entirely dependent

upon State aid for support, and ‘the number is daily

inereasing and must continne to incremse 'fur the

next five or six months.: .The entire Vicariate
Apostolic of Madras, covering .an area of 28,000.
gquare miles,” with ». population of 8} millions, of
whom 50,002 are Catholics, is suffering fromn the

famive ; and in" three districts, Bellary, Cuddapah

and Kurnool, the sufferings of thé people have been

'more gevere than anywhera eise.  In Kurnool and

Bellary 27 per cent, of the population dependson

Government relief; in Cuddapuh 18 per cent., and
in Coingleput near. AMadras the distress is equally

great .

In the town of Madras alone not less than 37,263

persons are in receipt of Government relief; of

whom about 12,000 are fed in relief camps. Not-

.| withstanding sll the care aud atteniion on the part

of the medical officers in charge of those camps as
many as 5,117 pereons have died during the past
seven months. The poor people are so reduaced by
insuflicient or insufficient or nawholesome food be
fore they enter the relief cnmps that the cfiorts of
science to restore them generally prove a frilure. -
The famine is daily increasing inseverity. Thoso
who had some little resources in grain or money arc
being gradually reduced to o stale of panperism.
The reserves of grain are exhausted, and the little
property possessed, in the shape of money or utensils,
has been sold to purchase food ; and the consequence
is that many who hoped to be able to tide over the
famine season without the aid of the Government
find their means all exhausted, and are compelled
to seek State relief. One of the worst results of the
famine i3 the wholesaleloss of workiny caltle, which
have perished in thousands for want of fodder. In
-travelling through the country you can scarce’y sec
n well thatched house, the straw having been
everywhere striped off for food for the famishiog
cattle, Already men are employed in-the place of
cattleto work the plovgh and to baul caits for the
transport of grain to remote districts in the interior.
Aud when the famine comes to an end, no one can
see how cuitivation is to be resumed on account of
the scarcity of cattle, Tlic loss tomy poor Catholic
people is greater than I can realise. 1n the Do lary
and Kurnool districts, where the famine wa3 most
severe, there were several Catholic coogregations,
numbering in the aggregate over 4,000 souls, who
belonged to a respectable class in Hindoo society.
They are all Soudra cultivators, corresponding with
tl:e small farmer class in Ireland. They are “all of
the Telugoo riee, and. have been able bitherto to
maintain therselves comfortably, Theircondition
at pregent is wretchaed. Unwilling 10 seek Govera-
meot aid they have sold everything to buy food;
-their cattle Liave for the most part perished, and
from.a coudition of comparative:comf,rt’ they have
become absolnte paupers.,  In the Chingleput dis.
tricts, about thirty-two miles from. tho town of
:Madras, there are several Chrigtian Soudra villages
aggregating over 5,000 souls, who belong- o the
same clags ag those in Bellara and Kuraocl, and
who like them are now reduced to abeolute poverty
from a condition of comparative comfort. -IHow all
these poor Cntholics will live till January next,
and, if they do live, how aro they to resume their
former position is to me a most serions and perplex.
iog problem. . ’ i
- Qut of all these calamaties some good is likely to
result for religion. There is in the RHindoo popula.
tion a movement in favor of Catholirity such as
has not been witnessed since the days of St, Iran-
cis Xavier, The French: missionaries of the Con-
gregation of Foreign Missions in the Vicariate:im-
mediately South of Madras have, during the past
twelve months, baptized some 15,000 adults in ad-
dition to 3,000 famine orphane. Though we are
not ahle to retkon our converts in' Madras by
thousunds, the numberis fivae times aslarge ag in
-any year since the establishment:of the mission,
Another way in which the Church draws good out
of the calamities of the year: is by taking charge of
the maintcanance and education of the numberless
erphans left by the famiae. - But considerable funds
are required to enable the Catholic clergy to turn
the present calamity into a blessing. The famine
-orphans cannot be fed, nor can the many Catechu-
mens who geek instruction. be maintained without
‘money. The Vicar Apostolic of Pondicherry, who
bas the consolation of numbering his corverts by
thousands, -tells me that ho has -alreody spent in
feeding neophites and orphans 60,000 rupees (£6;-
900). He is poor like nll the Indian Bishops, Lut
France, so noted for its generous- support of the
Forcign Missions, has supplied him “with: the means
of using for tho.good of the Church the present
opportunity; Finding his funds exhausted he was
most reluctantly compelled.toinstruct his' Priests
not to incur any further expemse on account of
orphans or Catechumens, E
. Cathelics share in common with- all other classes
the benevolent care of .the truly: paternal Goverr.-
ment under which we live, . But itis not unreason-
able to hopo that, when our.condition is made
known, to Catholic communities at home, the sym-
pathies of some benevolent persons will be enlisted
in_ our behalf; and that, in. addition to their sub-
scriptions to the General India Famine Fuad, some
means will be furnished to help us to conserve the
Catholic congregaticns scattered hereand there over
this Pagan land, and to maintain fora timc the
numerous ;Catechumens: who seek instruction and
-the many orphans who areleft destitute by.the famine-
... I may, in conclusion, gtate that the Vicariate
Apostolic of Mysore; served by the priests ofithe
.Congregation of Foreign Missions, with a gross
_population:of 3,500,000, and & Catholis population
of 26,000, as well as & large part of the Yicariate
Apostolic of Pondicherry, with a Catholic population
of ,113,000'in ‘British.territory,” suffer s ‘much as’
.Madras, The Vicariates: Apostolic: of *Coimbatore’
1nnd: Madura:are; geeat ‘gufferers; thouph ‘in—a- Tess"
degree than those above méntioned; Ifanycharits
able persons be.go: good. ag toentiustfundsto 'me'
foriany. cr all of theabove named- distriéts} I isliall'
-be yappy to .distributa’ the- inotiey:as T mdy 'be in.'
structed.—I remalin, my dear Sir, yoars very “sin-
cerely, t 8. Fexnriry, Bp. Vie. Ap, Madrmas.
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Charles O'Connor wrestled with Ler lor,. and
haud, and threw the sinewy apd caaning j;:}e at
last. He is generally thought to be of Iriaﬁ birth
but he was born in this city, and in circumstance;
theraverse of promising. “His fatheér wag 1 tvpical
Irishmap,and,like the most of hiseducated (:u'u'ntx: .
men, oyve‘gblgs;gxpat’rintion?to an’ effort to right thye
wrongs—as if they ever could be righted—of, down.
trodden Erin. He tool part in the rebellion of g
or some other rebellion (it is difliculs to keep traco
of all the insurrectionary movements in the G rcecn
Isle), was arrested, imprisoned, aud, after divers
legal proceedings, was released on conditiyy of
qm!tlng_ the country, ' Of course he came to the
United States, and at the -ontbreok of the war of
1812 he had an opportunity to uacork the butt]e
of “his Milesian wrath” ~ He started a wocklo

1 of
0 wrivtle

e : W [\l
Joxxrngl. in ordgr to have the luxury of denouu:‘:iug
perfidious Albion, io Celtic rhetoric of the most

fiery’and ornate description, His journal 7. 1y,
was soon re-named, and a8 the Military Monitor con.
tinned to ponr loaded broadsides into England' but
as he was lyizg on the other side o! the sea', she
did not sustain any particular damage. That {10
-island was not crushed gas not thé fanltof the rap.
pant editer. His Will was good, and his invectiye
potent enough for the purpose, had these rlone bren
nceded to insure destruetion.

Ilis_son Charlre, who was then but eisit
years old, was office boy. In addition to lookinge
after things in his fathes’s absence, he detivered the
monitor to subscribers here and across both rivery,
"Phis city then had barely 90,000 inhabitants, Bropk-
lyn some 2,002, and Jersey City, not more thoa gcp
or 100, DBut as he could not reach the amall towns
onyy by skiff, and as the paper went to press very
irregulary, he was s)metimes nccupied all Saturday
night in servieg his route. Ils was an cnergotiz
little fellow, and courngeous as Le was cuergeljc.
He never missed a subscriber: he went throuvh all
the slume, and dangerous neighbourhoods frarlessly
and proved himsclfia eviry respecta fisstrate canj.r..
He received o desulory education, which was never
completed ; but his passion for acquiring knowledge
repaired any lack ef opportunity.  He did not waste
an bour; he was diligence personified. When six-
teen or'seventeen he went to Steuben County, and
was for some time clerk in u store at Bath, But,
growing tired of ruralisie, e came back to the
metropolis to study law, for which he had conceived
a partiality. Having no influential friends, ke wis
compelled to be a messenger for a twenlve-month
in au attorney’s ofiice. And even in that Lhumbie
caphcity be read s number of legal works, 1t was
Lis habit to borrow books, take them home at
night, and pore over them very late by the light
a flaring tal'ow candle, Any voath go fanatical
about study as that is certain, if he cankeep his
health, to make his mark eventually. Sevcral law.
yers noticed his industry and intelligence, acd tur-
nished him with books and geperal facliitics. e
advanced rapidly and was adcitted into the bar at
twenty-four. It was remarked then that his legal .
opinion was worth more than the opinion of many
lawyers of long standing.

Tiecently, certain communications in the nows-
papers placed O'Comor in a discreditable 1light,
chargivg him with exacting large fees from Mrs,
‘Forrest after expressing his intent to defend ler
gratis, e demanded an investigation by the bar,
and bo was entirely @ tonerated, which was agree®
abily to the public, ag his reputation for integrily
and honor has always been unsmirched, The last
cnse in which he was engaged was the defence of
young Walwortk for the killing of his father. He
volunteered his services, haviog retived some time
previous from legal practice, and he made an excel-
lentargumext, his feelings having heen calisted in
in the youth. He ispow in bis 63rd yenr, and
not likely to appear again in court, unless his
sympathies skonld be appenled to ag in the Walworth
instance, - .

With all Lis ability and uprightness, O'Conor
hns strong prejudices and a towering temper. e
is dicposed to be overbearing both professionally
and privately, and his resolution runs into obstinacy.
Having once arrived at a conviction, nothing less
than an earthqualke will shake him out of it. Being
a Demccrat, he has been with the party unswerv-
ingly in all national measures, From the start Le
has been dead set against the negro—another trait
of bis ancestrai nationality. He was opposed to his
emancipation, his education, bis right to the fran-
chise, and 1t i3 probable he still thinks abolition a
mistake, He was so inimical to the war that he
hated Grant for defeating the South, and eleven
years after its clcse could write a coarse, violent,
bitter lefter about“the butcher and wiotched tanner
of Galena” This was one.of many instances in
which temper gets the better of his judgment. Yo
doubt he often regrets his explosions after they have
passed ; ‘but if he did not explode he would not be
Charles O'Couor. Men of power are very apt to have
infimities, and those of the great barrister may
well be overlcoked in consideration of his exalted
talents and unflinching virtues. - Sclf-made, as he
is, he is rot more hnman than self-made men gen-
erally are, e i3 proud of his descent, for he is of
Trish lineage, and is understood to claim among
his remoto’ progenitorsthe most illustrious Hiber-
pian kings. Kingly or unptoud of himself than if
he had numberless princes in his directline, for he
is » gentleman, which few princes are, and than
which @0 king can be more. '

His wife died recently ; but they had not lived
together for years, in consequence of temperament-
al incompatibility, "She was n Protestant, he is s
Catholic, and they had many irreconcilable difter-
ences of opinion. They estecmed onc another, but
they conld not live in'harmony ; 5o they separated
amical'y, withort recourse to law. ~She belonged
to a rlistinguished family of this State, and when he
hear Lof her death he is said to have been moved
with the tenderest grief. :He. 35 tall, moderately
slender, eract and vigorous for. his years (he would
not die, lately, even to gratify his physicians, who
bad declared that” hé could not live), hia strong,
severe face indienticg his linnge and great force of
mind and character. He dresses plainly; is very
courteous-in his social relations, - especially toward
women, and plumes himsclf upon beidg o geaile-
man of the old school; ' While he! gives and aitends
entortainments, he s not very fond of society, lov-
ing now, as ‘of old, books' and stady. - Tor years he
is said to bave'-becn intelléctunlly - occupied 16
hours & day pnd 'niotbing bLut a very strong, elastic
constitnilon has preveated him from dyiog of over-
worlk. Ons'of the disappointments of his'liif, is no
doubt, that 'he''has ‘never been a father, “A man
‘who has made such a namo nndsach & fortune (he
ig' probibly warth & million‘and a half) would natu-
'fally 1ike to'havé' ohildren “to-wliom he could leave
them." Herosidesat T'ort " Washington;, ‘where he
bas & hiandsome réildence, and’in -theso” Intter daye
seea but little company. He hasalwaysbeen bene-
volent, and invariably without ostentation.—Cor. of
Doston Herald.




