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lot for Russiauns, liveil on his omvn doemain of
Nenarabitia thec kinl-bearted 6avril R. Me
v'as celebratein l the irbole district for bis
luospitaiity and buis geniai chuaacter. Neigh.
bor-s conntantly î-isihed hirm Vo bave sorne-
tbing to ont auJ drnuk andl to play at fi-e
eu-peck boston inthi hi-i wife, Praskovia.
Soute, tue, ment to liai-e a look ah theur
daughter, M~aria, a. tali, pale girl of 17. Sbc
s'as an boeiros, andl thmey desircd lier citiier
for themselves or tlîeir sons.

Maria tend beon brouglut up on Frenuch
novels, nd consequicîtly iras lu love. Thoe
object cf lier affection mas a poor ensigu ins
tbe army, irbo iras nom ah honte lu bis gernait
village oui a leave cf absence. As a matter
of course, the Young biln reciprocated
Manla's passion. But the parents cf bis
beicved, uoticing their nintual attaciîment '
forliaile their daugluter to cren think of Iuiml
witie they receiveul hlb morse than an ex-
unssize judg-.

Oiur Iovers correipoiuded, nui umet atone
slaiiy lu tii. pille irood or- by the od rondt-
way chtaient. There thcy vowed everiashlng
love, inveighcd against fats, andl exchangsd
various suggestions. WVritiog anil talking
in this way, tbey quite natteraliy reacmeî
thfio eowiug conclusion.

If ire canant exint apart front cacb otber,
nan Il Unse tyranuy of iuard-bearted parents

tlurows obstlacles in tUne îray of cuir liappi-
nus, thoen cao ire nlot manage witIiout
thens?

0f course finis huappy idea originateil inm
the uminet of the Young mnu, but it pleased
imrnsely the romantic imagination of
Marla.

WVinter set in and put a stop to tiucir
meetings. Blut their corresponilence liecarne
ail tuc more active. Vladimuir begged Maria
iuu evcry letteî to give bierseif up te hlmt that
Llmey uniglut geL marricil secretiy, bide for
a wimile, aul tieu throw tiuemseives aht the
fect of thiici parents, wluo moulil, of course,
iin ii-uth tnd ' totuched by their hereie con-
atunmcy aumit sas' to tîmeun, "lChihîren, corneho
omît uuu'uus!

Muaria hesitateil a long mluile, andl out of
uiîamy Ilik'-reuut pions proposedl thmat et fliglnt
irvas for a tinte rejeched. At hast, bowever,
slle couseuutcd. On thîe appointeil day aime
s'as to decline suppen and retire to hier rt-e
bander tue pica ofaalses4ache. 8h. auJ lier
mnaid, mîmo wan in Lime secret, irere thnu to
go lint. in the gardonm liy bile bnck shairs,
nuJt belium thé gardon tluey iroulil finil a
sieulge reuuîly for theîin, moutil get loto IL andl
drnive at îlisii,îî' of fuve miles ft-ot Nenara.
uiov. Vu, dt illage of Jadrium, straiglît to
1 le C-tIuurvii, irie Viadinmir vrouhld he irait-
ing for dieul.

Oms thue eue et the deeisivo day Maria Jil
mot sleep aIl uiglit ; .ime wag packing and
tyiuug up) linemu dr-esses. ,:lie -uveotc, mor--
oiver, aL loung letter to a friend lut liera, a soe.
timeuitai Younug lady, amud atuotiier to lier
parents. Of the latter shue tock leanv utue,
uuîest toucuuing tertus. Sien ercused the stel>
sliewas takingliy neasonofthierunconqaerabie
puower et hove, and wouuud bepl by declatig
tluat aile sîmouul consider lit the bappiest
uuounent et lier lite îviîcî she, mas allowed ho
thiroir erself ah thme feet nf lion ilcorest par-
c-mta. Scaiiuglhotulel.tton-swsitliaToxmlaéseaI
oui irbiclu %rercengraveil tno ioimiug lients,
îuîth an oppropriate inscription, aime ut tant
tut-oe limcrsif upou lier bced tiefore llaybrenk,
and dozed off, tmouugl c-en tue sule iras
awakencil from eue monucui t to aluotîuer by
terrible thuoughuts. "irst iteemtred lieu'
tmat at the moment et euitnniog tue sielge
in onder Vo go and geL umm'um-u'ed, lier father
stoppoil ler,aud itVi cruel r'e piJity draggcd
bier oer the anoir, and tiureîv hIcir lito a dat-k,
liottomîcan colin.r-don which aime foit luenl-
loing witb on lodencribaulo siuking et thse
lientt. Mhien shce soi Vladimnir lyiog on thue
grass, p aie and bieediog, s'ltm bis dying
lereatlie imploreillber Vo ilike baste andl
marry lus. Other luideous and seoscleas
vinions floatemi lefore bier oes atter anothe-.
Finally aime rose palet- tht usual andl sih
a t-cal becadache.

Botte lier fablier aud lier mother t-eunnrkod
ber indisposion. ThieÎr tender auxiety aud
constant inquiries, "uVat la the matter
îvith Yeu, Mýasha-ore youl ?II e" ut ber ho
thme buat. She triel ho pacify thoua andl to
appear cîeerful, but diuc coulil not. Eren-

ngset in, Thle idea iluat ase iras passing
the hast day in tiie mile of lier fanuily op-

Sr reseil lier, ii lieu' secret lent-t alti took
cave of ererybouly, ot evenyttuing whlicu

sorroulaiel lier.
Supper iras set-veut; ber huent-t boat vie-

leutly. In a tremnlling voice tle dechared
fiat elle did not irant auy supper, and ielis-
cd lier fablier sud motier goond nigbh.
Tboy kianed lber and an usuel blesseil ber.

Reaehbg ber ownjroom sfic tht-es bier.

self into an easy chair and burat ioto teurs.
Her maie begged bier to ha calm, tend tsi.
courage. Everything wati retady. In hait
au bour Malhae would leave forover lier
parenta'bome. and lier own bomne, bier pouce-
fui lite asayoung girl.

Out of dootrs tt anow was faUing, the
wind )bowling. The abuttera ratl' and
shook. In everything elle seernef to re-
cognîze obtiens, and threate.

Seuleî the whole bieune was quiet and
asleep. Masha wrapped boiliti a ahawl,
put on a Worm crosk, tend with a box in ber
bani passed. out ou te the back ataircase.
'The majd carried two buadies after bier.
T1hey descended ioto the gardon. Tien
anowstorni raged -,a strong wind blew
against then as if tryiog to stop the young
culprit. Vit diflculty they reached the
.di of te gaden. In the roaid a slcdge

awaited tbae.
he bornes, from cole, would not stand

iitill. Vladimir'a coachmau was walking to
and fro in front of tlîein, trying to quiet
thoea. Me helped the youug lady ati lier
maid to their seats, and packiog away bil
bonies and dressing.case, tuaot up tien
reins, and! the bornes fiew forward into the
darkness of the night.

Having entrusted the youngz lady to the.

calre of fate and of Teresbka, tle coaclimait,
eVus returo to thbe ybuug lover.
V'ladimir hall pient the wiîole day ini

riiug. In tile morning )liadt calied ont
the -ladrino prient, and witli difficulty camie
tii terme with hlmn. Mien hie went to
sek tien witnesses fromt among the neighîbor-
iug gentry. The £irst on whomt lie calleit
iras a former cornet of borne, Dravin by
niaine, a man il) hin ferties, wlîo conaented
atonces. Tlîeadventurehiedeclared, remind.
ed ii of old tirnes ana of tls larka wben
in the Hussars. He persuadied Vladimir to
stop to dinuer with hlm, assuring bieni tiîat
there woiîld lic no difficulty in getting tis
otiier two witnesses. Indeed, immediately
after diuner in carne the surveyor, Schmnidt,
with a mustache and apura, and tien son of
a cpanrairate,, a boyof1 hùai

rccenly eneredthe Ublans. ý''ey îool
acceptcd Vladirnir's proposai, but eveji
swore thcy were ready to sacrifice their lives
for teim. Vladimir embraced destem witb
deligbt, and drove off to get everytbing
rcady.

It liad long beauî daik. Vladimir dis.
îiatched hbs trustwortliy Tcreslika to Nen-
aradova witb lits two.lîorseil sledge, aud
wiith appropriate instructions for the occa-
sieon. For himself lie ordcred thc sallt
sledge with one huors and started aloue
witbout a conclurait for Jadrino, where
-Maria ougbt to arrive in a couple of lîcurs.
He knew the roand, and the drive would
only occopy 20 minutes.

But Vladimir liad scarcely passed fromt
the enclosure into bibe open tield wlien the
wîind rose, and score there was a driving
suowstorm no lieavy and so seî'ere tlIat lie
could. lnt see. lu a miomnt the road wan
covered with suow. Ail laoilmarks disait-
pcared ini the înurky yellow darkness,
tlirough wlîiclî foit white flak<es ofsBnow. Sky
si eartli becaine rnerged ioto cite. Viadi.
inir, in the ioidst of the~ field. tried in vain
to get to the roaid. The horse walked on at
random, and every moment steppeul either
loto-deep snow or lotn te rut, so t.hat the
sledge was couistantly iipqetting. Vladimir,
te ied aitoast lont te os aiVe right direction,
bunt it, seeîncd to hlm thiet mîore tlîaî liait
aitlheur liadîîassed, and le 1-A, tnt yct reacli.
cml the .Jadrino wooîl .i'ter 10 minutes
jiassoîl, and still tie wo),,i wast invisible.
\Vlndioîir drove accuse fields intersected by
Jeep ditcee. Tite 8nowtorîii diii not abate,
auJ the sky did îlot cloar. Tien borse was
gotting tireil, and the perspiration rolled
froîne hlm like liai, in spite of the fact tliot
overy moineut lus legs wcre ditiappearing lili
tie soow.

At last Vladimir foîîîîd Vliat lie was goiog
in tbe wrong direction. He stoppedl began
to relleot, recollect and conider , tilt at tant
lie became convinced tliat lie ouglît to bave
tiirned to the riglit. Hie did se n0w. His
horse coulil scarcely drag aiong. Bot lie
biai been more timban ulhur oii the bruid,
and Jadrino could not noir be far. lie
drove andl drove, bot thiore was no getting
ost of the field. Stiil snowdrifts and
ditches. Every mioment the sbledge waa
upset, and every moment Vladimir liad to
raipe 1h up.

Time iras 3iipping by, amud, Vladimir
grew seriouiy auxieus. At test in the
distance soune dark object could be seotle.

Vladimir tîmmned iii its direction, and as
lie drew near fourbi it ivas a wood.

IiTliauklc avemi !" )le tliouglît, 1«1 ai now
iar tien cut."

Ho drom-e by biee aide of the wvood, liopiîig
to conte ai, once upon the fuiniliur rondî, or,
il not, te pana rouind thie wood. Judrinu,
iras aituated lrmcediately bebin i t.

He sonne foumd the 'oad, andi passaet loto
the darknu of the veod, now etripamd by
timen winter. The wind couli l Ob rage boe;
tien road watt amooub, the borne picked up
courage and Vladimnir vras eomforted.

He drovo aud ilrove, but atili Jadrino
wus not to be seen; there was no end to, the
wood. Then, to his huorrr, lie discovereil
n.hat lie liait got loto a sttrauge wood. H[e
îvas in despair. He hbipped is borne,
andl the poor animai abtrtei of on a to.
But it ancre got tired, ani n a quarter of
aie heure lu spite of aIl pocir Vladimiîr'@
efforts, coutil enly crawl.

Gmadually the trees became thinuer, and
Vladimnir mlrove omit of the wood, but Jail-
rino was jiot to lic sentu. It mueut have
becu about midnigbit. 'iears guabed fromt
the Ycung maille eyee. He drove on at
raîdamn, anîd n0w the weatlîer biai abated,
the clouds dispersed, and liefore teinte levast a
wide stritcb of a plain, covered witli a
whiit e bilwy carpet. 'J'lie nigbh was coul-
parativei'y coer, and lie coutil sce a nunsit
village a short distance oilI whicb consisted
of four or- live cottages. Vladimir drove
toward it. At tIie tiret door lie jernped
out of tic aledge, rail up tu the window,
and tapped.

After a fev minoutes a irooden aliotter
ivas raiseit auJ an old îînr sitock out hie
gray beard.

"What do you waot
How far la J amrino 2

How far la Jadrino ?"
Yes, yes. la 1V far
Not far ; about 10 miles."

At this alînwer Vladimir clatchi liolil of
bils finir and atoond iootionls, like a mnari
condemned te deatb.

Il Vbere (Io yoa come froînt., added ilie
mnan. Vladimir baad Dot the courage to
reply.

IMy maIl," lie saiti, Cl ao yoo procure
me herses to Jadrino ?'

IlWe have Do luorses," aîuswereil Une penu-
ant.

IlCoutl b finil a guidle. I will pay bien
aîiy sum lie likes."

' 'Stop," salîl thie old m,îî îroppiîîg tie
slîîutter ; IlI ivili scîd îoy sali oîut to you
lie wIll coiimuct you."

Valadinîir waited. Scarcely a minute
hll.d passed wbeu lie again koocked. Thie
shutter iras iifted anîd a hîeard ivas acon.

,"What aboyou so.ua.lt,!',,,
if e'Il conte eout directly hie in ptitting

oit bis bonte. Are yoen col Conti an sd
warmn yoîîreclf."

" Tlmaokls ; seuil ont your sou quickly."
The gaLe creak&i(I, a youtlî came onut witb

et cuilgel, and walked cet in froot, at oe
tiîoe poiîlting omît the road, at anotlier look-
iog foi- it in a mess5 of drifted sn0w.

IWlat o'clock in it'2" Vladimir nakeil

"lIt îvilisool be mayllsbt," replied thîe
young peasnt. Vladiuiiir apokie otanotlier
word.

The cocks were crowiog anîd il, wast
11g.t whlen they reaclîild Jadrino. Thme
cliorchlevais closed. Vladimir paid thie
guide, and drore iîte, tbe yard of tien
pricat's biouse. lie the yard lus two-borse
sledge was not tu lie soleil. Wlîat neirs
almaîted liiuiîu

But lot us retuirn to tic kind proprietors
oif Nenaîndova, uud see mliat is going on
tliere.

Notinug.
The old people awoke, aîîd weîît loto the

bittîig&.roonm, Gavril ini a nightcap anîd flan-
nel jacket. l>raskovia in a iraideil dressing
goiru. Tien samovar wau brougbit in, and
(javril sent the littie îîîaid ho' asIc Maria
Imoi site was andl how elle had slept. Th'le
little oiaid ruhurîîcd, saying tient, ber Young
lady hit sleph bailly, but t bat, elle ias liet-
ter n0w, aod that aile wouîiil corne loto tue
aitting-room lu a moment. Andl iodeed thec
door opeoed nd Maria came in and wisheil
bier papa and marna good-mornung.

II ow la youx beadache. tMasba 2" (taînil-
mmr for Mary], Inqoireil 6avril.

Better, papa," ansirereul Manies.
Tute fumîes fromt the atove muet have

r Iveni'1 yoti your lieadache," remarked Pt-as-

';erliaps 50, manima," repliait Meinia.
TI a passeil iell enmuglu, but in the

îiigiit Mulla wat; titken ii. A Joctor iras
seot for fromt tomu. He came towar l eveit-
iîîg and tonde the patient delirlous. S9oon
site ias in at sevelu fever, and ln a fort-
iîiglît the polir vichimt ias ohe Ibrink of
the grave.

No mienier of the faenily kueir anything
of thîe iliglit front borne. Tiie letters irrit-
teu by Masha the eveng before lied beau
leurrât, andi the maid fearing tue wmath of
lier bouate-r and intreas, hll uuot breahei
te wo..ril. '[hle prient, tiie ex-cornet, tbe big
iustaclîed surveyor, aud the iittle lncer
%vere c-qialiy diicreet, aud with good res-
son. Tereshka, the coacbman, uevcr aaid

toc mucb, oteveni10bis drink. Thuatho
secretwiaskhept better thart1h migbt bav
bean by a liait a dozen conspireL

But Maria, lierseUl h e Ors of her
long fever, let out ber ecret. Neverthe-
loes, bier words irere 50 diaconnoched that
bier asother, wbo neyer ieft, ber bedaide,
could oniy makre out fram titisme thiat ber
daughter iras ilesarntely lu love with
Vladimir, and ienlut probably love vas tic
cause of lier ilînesa. Shen consuiteul lier
liusband andl some of lier neigbbors, andl
lit last it s'as deoideil uoanirnously that the
fatle of Maria oughh not ho ho interfereil
witb, that a Wouiala muet not ride away
trente the man she la destineil te marry,
liîatpoverty lanorenle,tUîat awooian lias

to live not witî îooy but iritb amnan, and
s0 on. Moral proverbe are wonderfuiiy
andalion suoli occasions, wiien me -een
iuîrcot ittle or notbiîg lnu r ow jiahifi.
cation.

.Nfealiwliiie the Young ladt beganto re-
cover. Via4lunir habitnt cen seen for a
long time lu tin bonne of Cavril, so friguît.
eued bail he been lsy lus previous recepiom.
i mas mîow renolvcd ho seuil and anîîouîîce

tn hlm the good oesa wbich lie coutil scaroce-
]y expeot, the cousent cf bier pareuta te tls
mat-riag. witb Maria.

But What was the astonisbrnt of the
proprictorat of Nenaradora irben ln ansirer
to their invitation they receiveil an insane
rcply. Vladimnir informeil thae he coutl
neyer net foot lii Vineir 'bouse, andl beggcd
tien to forget an unluappy man whose only
hoe now iras in death. A feir days aitter-
ward they iîeard that Vladimir bad lheft the
place and joineci the army.

A long Lime panseit before tuîey veutureil
te heul Masha, irbo iras now necovering. She
ileve- loctioDeil Vladimîir. Somte rntus
Inter, liowever, llnding bis rame 10 the tint
et those mho distiuguisîed thienselven sou
been scverclv Woullded at Biorodino, aime
fuinted, and it was fearel timat Lute fever
wmiglih retîurn. But, beaven lie thanukei ! time
faîntiog fit iait no bail resîîlts.

Mari experioîîoed yet anbotlier aorrow.
Mer fatmer died, heaving lier the beiresa of aIl
lus propertv. But tible inhieritance couid
net console lier. Site ahareil aincerely the
aufflictiono f lier mother, and vowed ae
iroulil neyer "eve bier.

Suitors cluatered round the charrning
heireass but site gave no one the auîghtest
bulpe. Her rnother'sometirnes trieit to per-
suade lier W cenooste a companion in ife; hut,
Nni, sahook bier lîcail andl grew pnsive.

Vladimir lio longer existeil. Ifebail died
at tiloscoir ou the cre of tien arrivaI of tibe
F~rench. His rnmory iras hmeld sacret! by
Mania, anid slle trcauuired up everytbiug that
iroulmi reminillher of bienm beooks bie liait
read, drawimgs wbloh bo liait doue, aud the
pieces cf poehry wbicu lie liait copiedeut for
bier.

The ncighbors, lueariog ail this, irondercil
at bier fideiity, andl Waited witu cobriosihy
Vute arrivai of tbe bere irbo muet lu the end
triuimph over he mchsencoly constanoy of
Lîmis virgin Artemia.

Moanirlile, the irar liait been brouglît to
a glorieuse conclusionu, aied our at-mies irere
retmurnlog front aliroad. Thme people raul tu
meet tiiem. Tbe unsie playcd hy the regi.
mental bandls conisistait of %var aongs, "Vive
Henri-Quatre," Tyroieae waitzes snd airs
fromt Joconde. Nourialmeil on the atmospbere
ef intor, cubiera irbo hadt starteil on the
Mmuipaigi mor-e stniplimigs returneil growni
moen sud covereil witb decorations. 'The
soldiers converseil gayly among theniselvcs,
mingling Gemein aud Frencb words every
moment iu tlueir speech. A Lime ocrer te ho
forgottco-a tiîoe of giory auJ detigbt! Mos'
quickly lient the Ruasin heartat trioe mords,

"Native landl!" lbow sireet thictears cf

mct iig! Wlth irat unanimity did wc
lombin feelings of nationial prudewiitit love

for the 'Tsar ! Anmu for teim, wbmut a ni0-
nient !

The iroren-our Russian iromen-woro
apicuilil then. Their uniual colducas disap.
pearcil. Tbcîr deligbt iras really untoxicat-
uumg wben, mueeting the conquerora, tmey oriel
"IHurrah !" And tbey tbrew up their caps
mn tien air.

Wbo et tbe officera of tient pericil does
not cav tlint to the Russian woromon lie mas
indebteil for hi. tiest tendl mont valued re-
irard? Durbug tbil brilliant pericil Maria
was living 'ih lier unotmer ln retiremeot,
and ueither ot bilen saw how lu both cet-finis, the returniug troops more weicome
But in the districts aud villages the gerberai
eutbmîsiasr iras, perbapa, levent greater.

In filese places the appearance cf au offi-
cr became for uirn o î-eritable triumph.

Tbe accepteil lover in plain c-lotmes farcd
bally by his aide.

W.V bave blready mail tlit, in spite cf lier
coltinens, Mariawias stili, as befau-e sut-reu.
cul liy suitors. But ail lid t fait in the
rear irben there arriveil ah bils caetle the
wounilof young captain of Hussars-Bour-


