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Lion waa the calling forth of light from a leinporary duxl\nesq (a,
which had overspread the ruins of the ancignt earth.

1Wo have further mention of this ancieat earth and ancient sex
in the ninth verse, in which the waters are commmded to be
gothered together into one place, and the dry land lo «¢ppear;
this dry Jund being the same earth whose material creatioa had
been annoanced in the first verse, and whose temponry submer-
gion and temporary darkness are described in the second verse ;
the appeararce of the land and the gathering logether of the wa-
sersare the only facts ailirmed respecting them in the ninth verse,
but peithes land nor water are sald to have been craxied on the |
third day.

A similarinterpretation may be givenofl the fourteenth and four
soecseding verses 3 what is herein stated of the celedial lTumina-
rivs scoms to be spaken solely with reference to our plnet, and
mere especially to the human race, then about to be Haced upon
f. We aro not told that the substance of the sunand moeon were
first called into existence upon the fourth day: the text may
aquully imply that these bodiss were then prepared, ind appoint-

ta certain ofizas of high tuportance to mankind ; ““to give
hbht upon the carth, and (o rule over the, day and over the muln

—ta b for signs, and for seasons, and for days and For yenrs.
S'ho fact of Lheir creation had heen stated beforo in the first verse.
"The stars also are mentioned (Gen. i: 16) in three words only,

ab:nost parenthetically 3 as if fur the sale purpase ef 2nnouncing,

that they also were mady by the same Puwer, ag these lumina-
ried which are more impertant to us, the sun aad wmonn. This
very stight notice of the countless host of celestial bodies, all of
which are probably sans, the centres of other planetizy systems,

whilst our little satellite, the waen, is mentioned as nextin im-
pertance to the sun, shows clearly that astranomical phenomena
are hera spoken of only according to their relative i portance to

our earth, and to mankind, and without any regard (o their rea!
importance in the boundless universe. It seems impossible to

include the fised stars among those bodies which are said (Gen.

i :17.) to have besn setin the Armament of the heavens to give
lizht upon the earth ; since without the aid of telescopes, by [ur

ths greater number of them are invisible. The hﬂll!c principle

seems to pen.lde the da‘bCrI{)lan of thc cre.ltmn which concérns
the creation, ot its wmponcm matter h.wnxw been an:

;nounccd in the first ver:.e, 1ho phcnnmena of Geolonj like those

-

nf As!ronom), are. p.m:ed over in an!ence, : and lheollarrntwc pro-
ceads atonce- to dvldll-i' uf' 1]m aclual crmlmn whlcll have more

'xmmedmte ref'( ruu.e to man. .

The i mlupre tation’ lwrv propoqed aeems moreover 10 aol\'c the
dlfﬁcultv, \}lnch wauld athepwise. attend:the- Mu&emcr:t ofF li‘a \p~

‘ pearance ofhuln upon the first day, () whilst the sun and:moon

and stars are oot mude 1o appear until the fourth.  If we suppose
all the heavenly bodies, and the carth, to hava been created at
tho indefinitely distant time, designated by ihe ward beginning,
and that the darkness described on the evening of the first day,
was a temporary darkness, produced by anaccumulition of dense
vapours ** upon the face of the deep ;™ an incipient dispersion
of these vapours may have re-admitted light to the earth, vponthe
Grst day, whilst the cxeiticg cause of light was sl obscured ;
afd the further purification of the atmospliere, uvpon the fourth
day, may have caused the sun and moon and stars to reappear in
the firmament of fieaven, to ngaume their new relelions to lhe

newly modified earth, and to the human race.

Woe have evidence of the presence of light during Tong and dis-
tant periads of time, in which the many extinet fossil furms of
animal life succerded ane another upon the early swifuce of the
globe @ this evidenee consists in the petrified remains of eyes of
animals, found in geotogical formations of various ages. In o futtee
cliupter I shall shew, that the eyes of Trilobites, which are preservy-
ed instrata of the transition formution were constructed in a manner
a0 closely resembling those of vx-<ting crustacea 5 and that the ey cs
of Icthyas auri, contamed an apparatus, so line one im the eves o
many birds, as to leave oo doub t that these fossil cyes were opli-
cal instruments, calculited to receive, in the samo mannesr, ink-

a Professar Puvey remarks that * the words “2ef there Do light,! yrki
or, by no means necessarily imply, any more than the English words by
which they are transined, thut fight had never existed before.” The Chris-

tinn Observer, n periodlizl distingaisbed for its evanastical wme, favonrs the
theory of Dr, Buckland :

however they wete made,  The sceond verse informs ux of  perind w hcn
oyr carth was cavered hy the walers of the ocet.  The atnaspliere was Ln
loaded with clouds, il clrcured by fogs, 1hiat the Helit of 1hie sun, moai,
and stars cochl nol penetrate 1o its surfure s und to a boing uaced where !

man was destined to reside, the day and the vight wonldiiave been holh‘lmt spoken of in the sacred recorda; the peoln. isty in like wmnnner,

alike. In verses 3—35, we are informad thet God willed that there shauld be

light; and acconlingly the clauds being partinily removed by the wind, and | sical phenomena) 1leat there were furmer conditions of our planct, separited |
'ﬁum cach other by vast intervals of time, during which maw, and the othes:
Ligm-":’t““m" of'his awn date, had not heen ceulled in*a heing,  Perlods snch ns’ s Union Ly the Aulhor of .Mamman.

-, Ithese belong not therctore, to the mornl history of anr race, nul come nei-
‘ther within the letter nor the =pivit of revelation,
tion o the earth and that day in which it jleased God (o }lnce man nponl
ity whoe #hnd) gare 10 define the interva) ?
lent, but that silence deatroys not the mewning of those physical monn- g
‘ments of his power that Gad has put betore our eycs, giving us ut the same

tho fog clearing, the light of day hecame visihie.”—Ed. Pearl.

b And whn has not felt this ciTiculty an the old hypetliesis 2
erented on the firsf duy, aud the st nat created astl the fourth ! We
koow that same have snpposed that the light was e/ert-ie of, and others
that it wns phosphorescent, wmd in hath ca<es hat it was diffived cheanal
the apnce surrounding the carth.  Others tell usit was 1 meter which
gave the lizht for the Girst thire da s, But eull it Jatent lgkt or any other
Xind you pleasr, yet withont the snppomnon timt the =un was ereated prior

% it, son canuot account for the mccusion of m;r and nigbt.-13¢~.?ccrl.‘-; meaniue.”
2.

“ The first verse I consider to he intraduciory, | made, asal, often implics constitnteld, nppointed, or set apart.— Ed. Prars-
asserting generally, that (‘od was the Creator of all things, whenever orl 2 Prolessor Sedzwick in his remarks on the reluions which Geulogy

Eﬁ,w yeurs upon the carth 5 und the physienl menuments of the woild hewr

preamons oflhe same light, whichi | cnnve)s lhp pcrcopnon of’ pmuofurtea not perfeclly in: mne, itisa curlons fxc: in the hmory
sxght to living animals.. <Lhis conclusion s’ further confirmed’ by i'of sounds, that no. mslrumom. is ever perfcclly m tune. .EvFu the.
:1he general [uct, that the hends of all fomi fishes nnd fossil rep- llea\'enly charmer, mu:.lc, bemn' p.u'lly of oarth ns. well as ol'hlm-

for the reception of eyes, and with perfur.muns for the passage of*

eye itsell has been prescr\'ed. ‘The inlluence of light is rlio :.o
necessary to the growth of existing vegetables, that wo cannot;

numerous fossil species of the vegetable kingdomn, which are cu-
extensive and coeval with the remains of fossil animals.

not a material substance, but only an effect of uadulations of
ether ; that this infinitely subtle and clastic ether pervades ulll
space, and even the interior of all bodies ; so long ns it remaina
at rest, there is total darkness ; when it is put into a peculinr!!
state of vibration, the sensuation of light is produced : this vibra-
tion may be cxeited by various canses ; by the sun, by thu sturs,
by electricity, combustion, ete.  1f then light be not a subs!:xncn.i
but only a series of vibratiens of ether ; that is, un efiect produced.
nn a subtle fluid, by the excitement of one of wany extraneous
causes, it can hurdly be suid, wnor is it suid in Gen. i: 3,10 have
though it u;uy be literully said to be called into

.~ '

been created ;
sction.

Lastly, in the reference made in the fourth comm'mdment.
Exod. xx : 11, 1o the six days of the Mosaic ereution, the word
asal, ' mmade” 7. and Gen.
16, and which has beun shown to be less strong and less comn-

is the same which iz vsed in Gen, i
i:
prehensive than bare, **crented™ ; (¢) and as it by no means
necessarily implies creation out of nuthing, it may be here em-
ployed to express a new arrangement of muaterials that existed
belore. ‘

After all, it shauld be recollected thut the question is not re-
specling the corvectuess of the JMosaic narralive, bul of our
inlerpretation of it ; and still further, it should be borne in'mind
that the object vi'this uceaunt was, not to state {n what manner, (d)
buat by whom, the world was.made. . As the ple\.ulm-r lendt.m.\'
of men in these early days was'to wnr~lup the -most glorious oh-
jects of nature, mlnei’y the sun and moon .md stars; it shoull seenr
to have been one important paint in. the Mos: 1i6 account of clenhon,
1o, guard the lsraellleavu«runst lhe Pol) theism uud idol: ltry ol' lhe
nations around, them 5 3 by annonnting “thatall thesv m.urmﬁconl
,rel(_qhul bodles were' no noda, bul the wnrlcq of ano All)‘ll"hl)
Creator to whom ulom. 1hc woralnp ol' m.mluxul i due.
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THE PRAISE OF PIANOS.
" EY LETGH HUNT.

A pianoforte is a most agrecable object. 1t is a piece of furni-
ture with wsoul in it, ready 1o wake at a toueh, and charm us
with invisible beauty.,  Openor shul, itis pleasant to look at ;
but open it laoks best, swiling at us with its ivory, like the wouth
of a sweet singer. ‘The keys of a pianaforte are, of thamselves, un
agreeable spectacle—an elegance not sulliciently prized for thei
uspeet, because they are so common, but weil worth regarding
even in thutrespect. Itis ens of the advantages of this instru.
wment o the learner, that there is no di scord to go throngh in gel-
ting at a tone. Tone is ready-made. ‘The fuger touches the
Another 2nd greater advan-
tuge is (hat it eontains a whole coucert within itself, far you mny
play with all your ﬁnnors, and then every one perforis the

of a separate instrument. Trae, it will vot compare with a

key, and there is music at onee.

port
real
concert—with the rising winds of an orches tra 5 but in ne single
instrument, except the organ, can you have such a combination
of ¥ounds ; and the organ itsell cannot do for you what the pinno-
forte does,  There ure superline ears that profess not to be  able
to endure a pinnoforte alter a concert ; others that always find it to

ibe ot of tune 5 and more who veil their insensibitity 1o music
1o general, by protesting against ¢ everlasting  tinkles,” and
tschool-girl affeetation or sullenness,  Jtis nota pleasure, which
would select, to be obliged to withess affectation of any

 s0rt, nuch less sullenness, or any other absurdity.  Wiih reepect 1o

adnn

¢ Trofessor Bush in Bis work on Cenesis savs that tia originnl word for

bears to nntaral religion, thas sums up his valunble informntion—* The il
:hle instructs ng that man uwd other living things, have been placed but n
,witness 10 the same truth = §) the a<trenomer tells us of myriady of worldy
proves

(nat by aczuments from anelogy, but by the iucontrovertinle evidence of phy-

tiles, in every. geulnwlc.ll formation, are I'urmahed wnh cavities {!ven, partakes the common m)parfuctwn of thlnr's sublunnry

optic nerves, although the cases are rare, in which any part ol’thel always sensible to Lhis 1mperfecuon ; to
r

but infer, that it was equally essential to the developement of the !

Tt appears highly probable fromn recent discoveries, that light is !‘“ervlmg,”nnd,“tmghng

It
‘i3, therefore, possﬂ)le o have senses too ﬁne for xt, ﬂ'we are to be

u Dio ofan air in nerumnuc pam "

'and if we arc to be thas sensible, who is to judge at what niee
pumt nf’lmpt.lﬂ_cuou the disgust is to begin, where no disgust is
‘felt by the general ear?  As to those who, notwithstanding their”
‘pretended love of music at other tines, wre so ready to talk of
* whenerver they hear a pianoforte, ot a
| poor girl at her lesson, they have really no love of wusic what-
soever ; and only procliim as much to those who understand
them. They are among the wiscacres who are always proving
‘spleen at the expense of their wit.
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CHRISTIAN UNION.—No 8.
SeCTARIAN I-IDUCA"I"ION-—R}:PROACHFUL LEriTnzra,

l.—Another eﬂ'ectunl me.ms of perpeluamw divisions mmeng
Christinhs consists in the: llhboral prejudices instilled by & party
education into the minds of .youth. The religious depnrtmml of
m».lruclum is ut.cupu.d hy tany a pm‘cm and tutor. not 80 mugh
with the inealeation of the I'undumenml doclnnaa and cardinal do-
ties of Christiamity, as in tenclung their pupils the poculmrmeu of
their. own party, .u}d the. errors . and evils of thosa from whom
Hmy chiclly diller, DBut even were lllcy senmhle of - this.impro-
puvtv. nnd d sposed o avoid it, where is the stream of ccclesias-
tical histery to which they can point the vouthful ]lp, unadulie-
ruted by the ore nud earth of the pnny-chunﬁel' through which it
flows? and how (ew the youth. who have read trentiéés of doe-
trinal t-eology without imbibing pu]udu.ce urrnmst o’ party, ow-
ing to the nunjust represeniation they received of its peculiar tex.
nents, or of their supposed practical mnaequences. Thus churna-
ter is pomum,d in‘ifs lnf.mcy, by the very | menns whlch shonld
hwe heen ity '1lum.nt and hfe- : 'lha mmd becomcs a: soxl pro-

rhn lmul lmw' ul\vu_)s been nrung nn lmportun ‘pnrl i ith

On uwry subject excumv the passmns;

tory of tmukind, who-‘

sulijrets—religion,  llere, almost evcry uppe[lauon has been

tive, like the distinctive rods of the Lgmnun diviners, hive been
ch maul info serp('nls by the neergninney of jhe paesions. Tenm
which, al first, onl) served, have at. len"th, hlw many an. obscure

individual in shdtern Iund:, comg lo” exercise ndesponc sway,

cowe to be cmpln) ed as terms of "lonor and excellenco.
transairralion of ecclesiusticnl terms is 20 fuble,

The vpnlw:s Poritans, Methedists, Seclmmns, chxxsmnt:cs, '
Saints, Evangelicals, Voluntaries, Conpulsories, =huve each in
turn lmen pressed and sworn-into the service of parly. And the
worst purposes of party they answer in two woys, They are 80
easily remembered and expeditiously applied, compared with an
argame nt, that numbers who ecould neither comprehend nor em-
ploy the latter, nre retained in the cause of faction by means of
the former,  Awd, having once employed them, their anger risca,
and their contempt of these ngninst whowm the epitheta are cast in-
ereases, in exact proportion to the frequency with which they

time ficoliles whereby we may interprei them and comprehiend their

Eetween the firse ereas)

.are repeated.  And, Lesides inflaining the passions of those who
lt‘mpluy them, by excilement, they wound and irritnte those who-
ture their abjeets, by insult.  An argument might be answered or
evaded 5 o historical faet might be et by a counter faet ; and an
:sscrtion hie neutralised by denial 5 and, in sither case, the sceond
person fecls 1that he has done something, and is satisfed. DRut a
terin of repronch js the barbed und paisoned arrow of controvarsy
remiains uod rankles 3 which turns unger into hatred,
and an opponent into a foe.  True, he may retalinte in Liud ; but
‘m that case the evil is doabled ; the rent is made worse.— From

1

‘which

=

——

Fast priving,—** Coachman,” said an ountside passonger to

On this questien seriptare is »i-{ one who was driving at a furious rate over one of tho most moun~ -~ ‘

sinous rouds in Ihu north of anlmu] * have you no cnnnulern-
tion for our lives nnd linbs 222 —s What are your livey nnd lunha
o mc," was the rcp!y; “fam behmd my time!"’

o

aud 1orms which were nnce qﬁ'answnly cmplnyed have ntlcnglh,
dhe ancient weapons: of wur been dnsplncvd by olhers more snrofn
in their ain, .md niore desxruchvem their effect ; and have evon i

Thlol; iy

w

ther good or bad, their inllaence HE] ulw.'l_)s been great’; nnd o5 .
pecially, therefore, on that most’ momentous nnd encmng of allv '

cither & weapon, a stigma, a pnss-wond or 4 badge. Nearly R
evary len ing ecclesiustical term has an ‘eventful history of ity
own, B |nlhcl:§ which at first were innocent and merely distine-



